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SINCERELY YOURS 

NAMES MAKIN’ NEWS BY HARRY BURKETT 
THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 

ON THE ROAD WITH DAVE LENKER 

NO HOLDS BARRED WITH WILL WELSH 
THE INSIDER BY BRANDI MANKIEWICZ 
BLINDSIDED BY HARRY BURKETT 

ON ASSIGNMENT By LIZ HUNTER 

FROM BELL TO BELL BY MIKE QUACKENBUSH 
PLAIN SPEAKING WITH MATT BROCK 
INTRODUCING ... LARRY SWEENEY 


WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ... DANNY HODGE? 
BY MIKE LANO 


SPOTLIGHT ON CHAVO GUERRERO JR. 
Q & A: C.M. PUNK 


FLASHBACK: 1987 
(THE RICK STEAMBOAT-RANDY SAVAGE FEUD) 


WRESTLING’S GREATEST PHOTOS 
THE WRESTLING ANALYST: SABU 
EDITORS’ ROUNDTABLE 
OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


HAVE STYLES & DANIELS GROWN LAX AS A TEAM? 
SINGLES OR TAG TEAM ... THEY CAN’T HAVE 

IT BOTH WAYS 

A.J. Styles and Christopher Daniels seem torn between the singles 
and tag team divisions, and their team is suffering because of it 


OUR TRISH WISH! THE FIVE WOMEN MOST LIKELY TO 
GIVE US STRATUSFACTION 

With Trish gone, who is worthy of taking over the reins of the 
women’s division? 

BRAWL IN THE FAMILY: INSIDE THE CRAZY LIVES OF 
THE FIGHTING McMAHONS 

They might look like enemies in the ring, but this family is tighter 
than they appear 

NUMBER FIVE IN THE “PWI 500”: 

WHO THE HELL IS MISTICO? 

Who is the Mexican luchador good enough to be ranked number 
five in the “PWI 500”? 

DRESSED TO KILL ... OR BE KILLED: 

IS VITO MAN ENOUGH TO DRESS LIKE A WOMAN? 
Following a long line of effeminate grapplers, Vito gets inside his 
opponents’ heads—by getting into a alan 


FORGETTING SOMETHING, E 

HOW ABOUT A TAG TEAM EHAMPIONSHIP? 

With so many tag teams brewing within the new ECW, the brand is 
in desperate need of a title to motivate them to greatness 


Look for the next combined issue of THE WrestLer/INsIDE WresTLING (Volume 13, 2007) on sale February 6 


iLTINSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 


May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: Who Is 
Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, Larry 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Mulligan, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Snuka-Patera. 

Sept. 1980: Why Ernie Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired Of 
Being Your King.” Also: Rick Steamboat, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, Patera-Patterson, Manny 
Fernandez, Bob Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe 
Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko’s Claim: “Tony Garea 
Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!" Also: The Grappler, 
Race-Patera, Hussein Arab, Humperdink-Rhodes, 
Gilberts, Mr, Wrestling II, Bravo-Bockwinkel. 

June 1981: Bruno Sammartino: “t Want To Break Stan 
Hansen's Neck!" Also: Ted DiBiase, Garea & Martel, 
Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper-Superstar, 
Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich 

Oct. 1981: Is The Funk Family At War? Why Terry Funk 
And Dory Funk Jr. Were Forced To Wrestle. Also: 
Backlund-Patterson-Masca, Harley Race, Rhodes-Khan, 
Kevin Sullivan, Flair-Patera, Verne Gagne. 

Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is Too 
Stupid To Be Champion!” Also: Putski-Adonis, 
Blackjack Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat, 
Lawler-Kaufman, Mike Graham. 

April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric Flair's 
Championship Destiny, Also; Tito Santana, Valentine- 
Atlas, Bob Roop, Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 
May 1982: Bob Backlund's Fourth Anniversary As 
WWE Champion: The All-American Boy Grows Up. 
Also; Koloff-Rich, Superstar Graham, David Von Erich, 
Putski-Morales, Dusty Rhodes. 

June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How The 
NWA Belt Strangled Wrestling's Greatest Friendship. 
Also: Piper-Armstrong, Hussein Arab, Bruno 
Sammartino, Adonis & Ventura, Butch Reed. 

July 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is In The Hands 
Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric Flair, Roddy Piper, 

Sept. 1962: Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida: The 
Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have Happened. 
Also: Manny Fernandez, Armstrong-Piper, Blassie- 
Mulligan, Japan, Bockwinkel-Hogan. 

Nov. 1982: Clash Of The Titans—Backlund vs. Flair: 
Who's Better? Also: Roddy Piper, Gagne & Brunzell, 
Putski & Snuka, Brian Blair, 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro Deserve To 
Be Intercontinental Champion? Also: Bob Orton Jr. 
Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, 
JYD-Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink. 

Jan. 1983: Ivan Pulski Humiliates Cowboy Bob Orton: 
Can The Grand Wizard Pick Up The Pieces? Also: Barry 
Windham, Muraco-Sawyer-Rich, Nick Bockwinkel, Flair- 
Youngblood-Steamboat, Fabulous Kangaroos, 

Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinkel 
Regains The AWA Title From Otto Wanz. Also: 
Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, Barry Windham, Martel 
& Garea, McDaniel & Piper, Kamala. 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The Samoans 
Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou Albano? Also: 
Tommy Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, 
Ladd & Rhodes, Flair-Orndortt, 

June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs Controversy: 
Should The NWA Champion Be Allowed To Choose 
His Challengers? Also: Ivan Kolott, Bruiser Brody, 
Kerry Von Erich, Andre-Kamala, Brazil-Valentine, 
Gagnes-Martel. 

duly 1983: Ric Flair: “| Wrestle The Men Backlund ts 
Afraid 1.” Also: Putski-Adonis, Kevin Sullivan, Bob 
Roop, Martel-Heenan. 

Sept. 1983; Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan Into 
Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back. Also: 
Briscos, Blackwell-Kerry-Race, Paul Eliering, Mulligan & 
Windham. 

Nov. 1983; Target—Harley Race! Can Dusty Rhodes 
Fulfill His American Dream A Third Time? Also: Rick 
Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito Santana, 
Von Erichs-Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Title Was Stolen 
From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Piper, Larry Zbyszko, 
Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To Blackmail The 
WWE? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, Hogan-Race, David Von 
Erich, Jesse Ventura. 

duly 1984: Tommy Rich Is Back! And He Owes It All To 
The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhodes, Ric Flair, Mike Von 
Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of Stone” 


Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation Inc., 
Sawyer-Sullivan, Lavder & Dillon, MeDaniel-Race. 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson Challenge Match: 
Billy Jack Gets Bloody Revenge Against Superstar 
Graham. Also: Roddy Piper, Heenan & Saito, Brody & 
Hansen, Kerry Von Erich, 

Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat Feud: 
Will Dusty Rhodes End It ... Or Make It Worse? Also: 
Tito Santana, Martel-Atlas, 0. Funk, Mike Von Erich, 
Witliams-Taylor. 

dan. 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Flair’s NWA 
Title Within My Grasp.” Also: Albano & Lauper 
Koloffs & Kernodle, Road Warriors, Lawler & Rude, 
Scott McGhee. 

Feb, 1985: Greg Valentine Wins Tito Santana's 
Intercontinental Title ... Bul Does He Deserve To Be 
Champion? Also: Ronnie Garvin, Warriors- 
Sheepherders, Flair-Billy Jack. Nikita Kolott. 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & Ellering vs. 
Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: Tonga Kid, tomor- 
Tow’s stars, Adams-Kevin, Flair-Jack, Terminators. 

May 1985: The Road Warriors vs. Dusty Rhodes & 
Manny Fernandez: Exclusive Coverage Of The Historic 
Tag Team Superbowl! Also: Al-Kaissie-Gagne, 
Backlund-Race, Haynes-Kamala, Tito Santana. 

June 1985: Are The WWF Rulebreakers Singling 
Out Barry Windham For Destruction? Also 
Zbyszko-Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, Tommy 
Rich, Oliver-Haynes. 

duly 1985: it's A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard Dog 
Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Also: Backlund-Martel 
Kernodie-Koloff, Butch Reed, Hernandez & Sunshine, 
Mike Graham. 

Aug. 1985; Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum 
T.A,, Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & Volkoff-Windham & 
Rotundo, 20th anniversary. 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Title Shot: Ric 
Flair—"I Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan ts Afraid Ot!" 
Also: Misty Blue, Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, George 
Steele, Killer Brooks, all-time top 10. 

May 1986: Von Erich Family Feud: Is Lance Coming 
Between Kevin And Kerry? Also: Hansen-Hall, Hillbillies- 
Beefcake & Valentine, Butch Reed, Santana-Ventura 
June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've Told 
Magnum T.A, How To Beat Ric Flair!” Also: Steve 
Williams, Hogan-Orton, Alair-Bockwinkel, Lex Luger 
Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To Badstreet 
U.S.A.: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express vs. The Freebirds. 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Orndortf, Mike Von Erich, 
Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986: Ric Flair's NWA Title Reign: Last Chance 
To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita Koloff, Gilbert & 
Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah-Adams, Nick Bockwinkel 
Jan. 1987: Bobby Heenan’s Bitter Crusade To Destroy 
Hulk Hogan. Also: Borne & Sawyer, Garvins, Ted 
DiBiase, Misty Blue Simmes. 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 
Needs Your Prayers Now More Than Ever, Also 
Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurkof, Terry Gordy. 
Wendell Cooley. 

March 1987: Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin Orders: 
Crush Nikita Koloff's Russian Revolution! Also: Barry 
Windham, One Man Gang, Brian Adias, Savage- 
Steamboat, Jimmy Snuka. 

June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can-Ams: 
Special Analysis Of This WWF Superfeud! Also 
Nick Bockwinkel, Paul Orndorff, Rhodes & Murdoch. 
Steve Williams. 

July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And Tell In The 
WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, Luger & 
Horsemen, Nikita-Corette, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel. Hart Foundation, Koloffs, Bubba Rogers, 
Missy Hyatt 

Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
Intercontinental Title: Is Randy Savage The Fans’ Last 
Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken Patera, Sting-Gilbert, 
Horsemen-Freebirds, Zbyszko-Gagne, 

Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawler 
Windham-Steiner, Flair-Williams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Garvin 

Jan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors Will 
Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloff-Taylor, Curt Hennig, 
Ouggan-DiBiase. 

Feb. 1988; Ric Flair Admits: “!'m Nothing Without The 
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NWA Bell!” Also: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Cornette, Hogan- 
Andre, Hennig-Lavder, Terry Taylor. 

March 1988: After Four Years As Champion ... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: Warriors- 
Demolition, Steve Williams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, 
Terry Gordy. 

May 1988: Belt Or No Belt ... Hulk Hogan Is Still The 
People’s Champion! Also; Owen Hart, Tatum & Victory, 
Scott Hall, Madusa Miceli, Luger-Am. 

June 1988: How Sting's War With Ric Flair Could 
Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby Heenan, Martel- 
Zenk, Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiBiase, Nikita Kolott. 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shift! Also: 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, Paul 
Ellering, Owen & Bret. 

Oct, 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We Will Not 
Share Our Fans With The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express!" Also: 
Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 

Jan, 1989: The Horsemen Destroyed! The World Title 
Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Still Prove 
Themselves! Also; Top Guns, Hart & Rougeaus, Andre- 
Savage-Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

March 1989: Scared Stitt! “Don't Say Snake!” Also: 
Jeff Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Hercules, Iron Sheik 

April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can Randy 
Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: British Bulldogs, 
Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, Lawler-Kerry, Andre, 
Mike Rotundo. 

June 1989: Ultimate Warrior's Mission Impossible: 
Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk Hogan. Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Rick Martel, Larry Zbyszko, Luger-Windham 
by Sting, Ric Flair, 

duly 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Beat! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 
Warriors & Ellering, Michael Hayes. 

Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard Sunday! 
Exclusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And Clash Of 
Champions VI. Also: Kerry-Embry, Randy Savage, Great 
Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy Long, 

Sept. 1989; Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: Don't 
Wrestle Terry Funk. Also: Demolition, Roddy Piper, 
Hogan-Zeus, Larry Zbyszko, Jerry Lawler. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & Beefcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Preview & Analysis. 
Also: Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long. Hayes- 
Luger, Art Barr, Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage ... And 
Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiff! Also; Mr. T & Von Erichs, 
Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T. Funk, Dustin-Steel Man, Sgt. 
Slaughter. 

Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: Brian 
Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, PY. Chu-Hi, Greg 
Gagne. 

March 1990: Funk-Flair: “I Quit!—One War Ends, Two 
More Begin. Also: Nikita Koloff, Survivor Series, 
Steiners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim Cornette. 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade 0! Greatness. Also: 
Luger-Alair, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd 
Company. 

July 1990; My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By Lex 
Luger. Also: Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, Luger-Flair, 
Doom, Tully Blanchard. 

Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior II: You Can Make It 
Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry 
Zoyszko. 

Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! Why He 
Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy Jack Haynes, Lex 
Luger, Doom-Steiners, Tugboat, Kerry-Borne. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. Also: Ultimate 
Warrior, Ric Flair, Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Devil, Chris 
Von Erich. 

Feb. 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc Hoax”! 
Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: Muta-Steamboat, 
Hogan-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Cornette & Express, 
Norman. 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Warrior; Roddy 
Piper Wants You! Also: Gilbert-Jarrett, Cornette & 
Express, Teddy Long, Survivor Series, Scott Norton. 
April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That Remain. 
Also: Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, Tom Zenk, 
Fabulous Ones. 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF Of The 
Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: Ric Flair, Bobby Eaton, 
Sheik-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 


Don't miss a single issue of the magazine 
that has thrilled wrestling fans for two 
generations, THE WRESTLER! Complete your 
Collection of the most respected wrestling 
publication in the world! Supplies are 
limited, so don't delay—order today! 


June 1991; How Much Longer Can We Depend On 
Hulk Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, Sting, Flalr-Gigante, 
Cactus Jack, Kevin Von Erich, 

July 1991; Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” Of 
Japanese Superiority? Also: Embry & Prichard, LOD- 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth. 

Aug. 1991: If Sgt. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry” ... 
Would Hulk And The World Forgive Him? Also: Luger- 
Nikita, Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Poffo, Bam Bam 
Bigelow. 

Nov, 1991; Lex Luger Wins The Titfe—But Loses His 
Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 

Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Flair vs. 
Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The Century? 
Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, Beverly, Cactus Jack. 
Jan. 1992: The LOD's Championship Catastrophe: 
Overpowered By The Natural Disasters. Also: Johnny 
B. Badd, Mr. Hughes, Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 
Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon Offers 
Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The Piper? Also: Ron 
Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob Backlund, R, Steiner- 
Abdullah, 

March 1992: After Survivor Series & Tuesday in Texas: 
Has The WWF Tille Suffered irreparable Damage? 
Also: Brian Pitlman, Anderson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, 
Mountie-Hart, Jeff Jarrett. 

April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 
Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
Orndortf, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels 
& Jannetty, 

Dec. 1992: He's Baaaaaack! Jake Roberts Slithers Into 
WCW. Also: Paul €. Dangerously, Ron Simmons, Hulk 
Hogan, Michaels-Martel, Gilberts-Rock 'n’ Ralls. 

June 1992: In Ric Flair's High-Stakes Championship 
Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid Justice Are Mere Pawns, 
Also: Eddie Gilbert, Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, 
WCW titles, Koko B. Ware. 

July 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do": For Rick 
Rude, The U.S. Belt Means Failure. Also: Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg 
Valentine, Sabu. 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: WrestleMania's 
Accidental Hero. Also: Bunkhouse matches, 
Undertaker-Roberts, Sting, JYD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For The Title 
Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, Mondo Kleen, 
Freebirds-Valentine & Taylor, Dangerous Alliance, 
Moondogs 

Oct. 1992: British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. Also: Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, Sting. 
Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perfect Time For A 
Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Reed, Sting, 
Buddy Rogers, Dan Spivey. 

dan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurting Jake 
Makes Me Happy!” Also: Anderson & Eaton, 
Bushwhackers-Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural 
Disasters, Masa Chono. 

Feb. 1993; WWF Champion Bret Hart: His Five Most 
Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sgt. Slaughter, Steve 
Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob Backlund, Terry Taylor, 

March 1993 (Special Edition): 1992—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Madusa-Paul E., Curt Hennig, Davey Boy 
Smith, Jesse Ventura, Predictions For '93. 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: Razor Ramon, 
Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, Brian Christopher, 
May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make His 
Biggest Splash Al WrestleMania? Also: Jim Cornette, 
Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit-Scorpio, Windham & 
Rhodes, Hennig-Luger. 

Nov, 1993; Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not Over Yet! 
Also: Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, Marty Jannetty, 
Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka, Sherri Martel. 

Jan. 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any Way 
You Cook It, Hogan's A Chicken! Also; Rude-Flair, 
Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim Comette, Jerry Lawler, Hansen 
& T. Funk-Abdullah & Sullivan, 

May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble Shook 
Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk Hogan, Boss, Douglas 
Sherri, Patriot, improve WCW. 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We Preview The 
Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer-Snuka, Jim Crockett's 
WWN, Ted DiBiase, Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 

Aug. 1994: Bret’s Nightmare Team Becomes A 
Reality: Owen Hart & Yokozuna. Also: Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna Vachon, 
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Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report! 
Also: Big Van Vader, Parker-Hollywood Blonds, Sting- 
Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince Kharis, Bunkhouse- 
Rhodes, Public Enemy. 

Jan. 1995: Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. Aiso: 
Johnny 8, Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob Backlund, PG- 
13, Hacksaw Duggan. 

March 1995 (Special Issue): 1994—The Year In 
Pictures. Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WWF '95- 
WWF '85, Ric Flair, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today If ... Also: Gunn 
& Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money Inc,, Lawier-Comette. 
May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble 
Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Big Bossman, Sherri- 
Douglas, Hulk Hogan, The Patriot. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With America. Also; 
Marty Jannetty, Brian Pillman, Lawrence Taylor, Bill 
Dundee. 

Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also; Steiners, Austin 
& Pillman, Miss Texas, Gordon Solie. 

Nov. 1995: If Savage Can't Silence Flair, He's 
Through! Also: Jarrett-Ramon, Mabel, Hogan & 
Renegade, WWF legends roundtable. 

Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. Hogan: 
This Time It's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem- 
Undertaker, Bodies-Comette, Am Anderson, 

May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & Razor 
Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, Steve 
Austin, wrestling oddities, Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Flair, 
June 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! How The 
Giant Is Paralyzin Wrestling. Also: Shock ‘n’ 
Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian Piliman, Konnan. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, Goldust, 
Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior Is 
Ready To Rule Again. Also: Warriors & Sasaki-Steiners 
& Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue Meanie. 
Nov. 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, John 
Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Flair, Mero & Sable. 
Goldust, Sandman. 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Set To 
Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, Michaels- 
Goldust, Arn Anderson, Van Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 
Jan. 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan's Next Move ... 
Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New Jack, Owen-Bulldag, 
Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling's Top Stars: What 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Kevin Nash. 

July 1997: infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The NWO 
Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean Malenko, 
Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawier. 

Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jeff Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 
Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, Brian 
Christopher. 

Hol. 1997: First Owen ... Then Taker ... Then Hogan: 


Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, Bret Hart. 
Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Dean Malenko. 

April 1998: “We've Won!" Maybe ... But Can The 
NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken Shamrock. 
Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & Francine, Rocky Maivia. 
May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping Into Wrestling Hell! 
Also: Bischott-Bret-Zbyszko, Meng & Barbarian, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, ECWA ladder match. 

June 1998: Hollywood Hogan: 10 More Dirty Deeds 
.-. And Then He's Outta Here! Also: DeGeneration X, 
Jim Cornette, Randy Savage, yesterday and today. 

July 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The Title 
Isn't Enough For The Macho Man: What's Next? 
Also: Ric Flair, Headbangers-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Chris 
Chetti, Mero & Sable 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It's Time To 
Fire Austin. Also: Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney, 

Sept. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Also: Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia. Bill Goldberg, 
Antonio Inoki. 

Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A WWF- 
WCW Supercard ts No Longer Just Talk! Also: Sable, 
Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van Dam. 

Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, Jarrett- 
Blackman, Melanie Pillman, Rey Misterio Jr. 

Dec. 1998 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Aiso: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane. 

Hol, 1998: “Quit, Mick!" A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wile. Also: Chris Jericho, Jason Sensation, 
wrestlers vs. celebrities, hardcore war. 

Jan, 1999; Stone-Cold's Personal Survivor Series. 
Also: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, three- 
Way title matches. 

Feb. 1999; Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives 
Shamrock & The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, Spike 
Dudley, Eric Bischoff, Perry Satum. 

March 1999 (Special Issue): 1998—The Year In 
Pictures. Also; Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh La La, 
The Undertaker. 

April 1999: Hogan's Retirement: White House Or 
While Lie? Also: ODP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, Steve 
Austin, Mankind. 

May 1999: Team Coverage: The NWO Reunion! Also: 
Kane-McMahon, Dallas Page, Funk-Abdullah, WWE 
Sideshow. 

dune 1999 (Special Issue): Ric Flair: The 10 Feats 
He Must Accomplish Before He's Through. Also: 
Rocky Maivia, Juventud Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body 
parts quiz section, 

July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... It's High Time Austin 
Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry Lawler, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Ken Shamrock, DDP-Bigelow-Goldberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man Is Pure Evil! Trust Hogan And 
He'll Take You To Hell! Pius: Owen Hart, Vader, Sable. 
Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Repori. 
Also: DDP-Sting, Douglas-Credible, Big Show- 
MeMahons, Disco Infemo, Keirn & Lane. 

Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The McMahons His Pawns? Also: Steiners, 
Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 

Nov. 1999; Austin’s New Powers: Shag Vince? 
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Yeah, Baby! Also: Arn-Sid, Hardy Boys, Ernest Miller, 
Naoya Ogawa- 

Dec. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, David & Ric Flair, 
Test & Stephanie. 

Hol. 1999: Before The WWF Can Sell ... Read What 
They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big Show, Spike & 
Mahoney-Axl & New Jack, Kevin Nash. 

Jan. 2000: An Insider's Analysis: Why The Guys Can't 
Handle Chyna, Also: Revolution, ECW expansion, 
Guerrero & Misterio, WWF/WCW/ECW women. 

Feb, 2000; When Will Mankind Finally Tell The Rock 
.-- “Put A Sock In It"? Also: Goldberg, Chris Jericho, 
Sabu, Harlem Heat. 

Apr. 2000: Can The WWE Survive Without Steve 
Austin? Also: Dawn Marie-Francine, Meng, Big Show, 
Madusa. 

May 2000: StePHONY: The Most Mistrusted McMahon 
Of All! Also: Harlem Heat & Midnight, David & Ric Flair, 
Kurt Angle, Rhino. 

June 2000 (Special Issue); The Rock: No. 1 On The 
Jabroni Hit List! Also: Awesome-Van Dam, Kurt Angle, 
Vampiro, federation jumpers, book of lists. 

July 2000: Tori/Torrie, What's The Story? How They 
Rank In 10 Crucial Categories. Also: Big Show, Tank 
Abbott, Too Cool, Rhodes-Dreamer, Jeff Jarrett. 

Aug. 2000: We're Con-Vinced! This Attack Saved 
The WWF! Also: Lex Luger, Radicals, Sandman & 
Rhino, Cyrus. 

Sept. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF Mid-Year Report. 
Also: Mike Awesome, Nova & Chetti, Paul Wight, 
Chyna, Or. Sam Sheppard. 

Oct. 2000: ts Chyna Robbing Eddie Of His Latino 
Heal? Also: Abbott-Steiner, Scotty Too Hotty, Rob Van 
Dam, David Flair. 

Nov. 2000: Special Fear Issue—Rock-Benoit, Ric 
Flair, HBK. Also; ECW mid-year report, Bill Goldberg. 
Dec. 2000 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceofi! Also: Goldberg-Triple-H, Daffney, Christian & 
Edge, Jeff Peterson, 

TALL-COLON BEGINNING WITH THE JANUARY 2001 ISSUD 
Jan. 2001: WWF Brat-tilude! Does Steph Always Get 
Her Way? Not On Your Life! Also: Lance Storm, Mick 
Foley, Goldberg, Steve Corino, Steve Blackman, Torrie 
Wilson. 

March 2001: Triple-H & The Rock: 10 Reasons They 
Should Trust Each Other ... 10 Reasons They Should 
Not! Also: Scott Steinar, Chris Candido, Rob Van Dam, 
McMahon-ECW, Steven Richards, WCW factions, 

May 2001: Do Anything You Want, Stone-Cold: We 
Can't Hale You. Also: Kronic, Rikishi, Steve Corino, 
Goldberg, Edge & Christian, Kane, 

duly 2001: Jerichoholics Beware! Serious Withdrawal 
Symptoms Are In Store! Also: Tajiri, Steph-Test, 
Undertaker, Mike Awesome, WCW Elite, Albert. 

Sept. 2001: The Rock’s Choice: Honor Over Glory! 
Also: WrestleMania X-Seven, Undertaker-Triple-H, 
Shane-WCW, TCL II, Scott Hall, Vince MeMehon, Chris 
Jericho, 

Nov. 2001; Goldberg! Da Man Who Could Make Or 
Break Wrestling! Also; Dudleys, Stave Corino, Chris 
Benoit, Dusty Rhodes, Lita, WWF top tier 

Jan. 2002: Can The Rock Handle The Unrelenting 
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Pressure Of Fame? Also: RVD, Paul Heyman, Terry 
Gordy, Flash-vericho, Tajiri-Tazz, WWF-Alliance 

March 2002: Outsiders Looking In! Hall & Nash Take 
Aim At The WWF! Also: Ivory, Austin-Angle, Christian- 
Edge, what's ahead in '02. 

May 2002: Ric Flair: 10 Reasons He Terrifies Vince 
McMahon. Also: Undertaker, Jeff Hardy, Survivor 
Series, S.AT., report cards. 

July 2002: Hail The NWO ... But Don't Forget The N- 
W-Woes! Also: Edge, Billy & Chuck, Leviathon, Jericho- 
Flair, Goldust. 

Sept. 2002: What's Lett? Hulk Hogan's Five 
Remaining Tasks. Also; Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Jett Peterson, WWF draft. 

Nov. 2002: Who's Next? The Stars That Could 
Replace Stone-Cold. Also: Torrie Wilson, Davey Boy 
Smith, Ken Shamrock, Funk-Abdullah-Rhodes-Sullivan, 
WWE shockers, indy roulette. 

Jan. 2003: War Games! WWE Is Out Of Control ... 
And Vinnie Mac Loves It! Also: Rey Misterio Jr., AJ. 
Styles, Rikishi-Gangrel, The Rock, Christian. 

March 2003: The WrestleMania XIX We Want To See! 
Also: Terry Funk, Rey Misterio Jr.. Nidia, NWA-TNA, 
what's ahead in '03. 

May 2003: A Permanent Replacement For The Rock? 
Book It! Also: Smackdown, Joanie & Syxx-Pac, Raw 
report cards, Shawn Michaels, Victoria. 

July 2003; In Tune With Steve Austin—A 
Comprehensive Guide To Stone-Cold's Red-Hot 
Comeback. Also: Kurt Angle, Amazing Red, The Sheik, 
Bill DeMott, Al Snow, Ric Flair. 

Sept. 2003: Goldberg's Golden Road To WWE. Also: 
Hardys, Chance Beckett, Kevin Nash, WrestleMania “B” 
card, Playboy WWE. 

Nov. 2003: The Women Of Wrestling—Do We 
Expect Too Much From Their Bodies? Also: A.J. 
Styles, Freddie Blassie, Goldberg, Stacy Keibler, evolu- 
tion of wrestling. 

Jan. 2004: No Fear! Ask Angle ... He's Never Been 
Hurt A Day In His Life! Also: Punk-Raven, Orton- 
Guerrero-Rock, TNA vs. WWE, Mankind, Hall of Fame. 
March 2004: McMahon vs. McWoman: How Vince 
vs. Stephanie Nearly Ruined WWE! Also: Flair & 
Dusty, Eric Angle, Jeff Jarrett, Shannon Moore, what's 
ahead in '04. 

May 2004; Who's Got The Edge? The Inside Story Ot 
The Raw-Smackdown Bidding War! Also: Bret Hart, 
Sumie Sakai, Steiner-Stacy, Smackdown report cards. 
July 2004: Stop Right There! RVD Won't Let The 
Young Studs Pass Him By! Also: Jonny Fairplay, 
Walters-Xavier, HHH-HBK. 

Oct. 2004: Austin, Lesnar, Goldberg: We Know Who'll 


_Be Back First. Also: AJ. Styles, Eugene, Rene Dupree, 


mid-year report. 

dan. 2005: Evolving Beyond Evolution: It's Time For 
Randy Orton To Be A Man! Also; Rey Misterio Jr., 
Kane-Lita, Ron Killings, La Resistance, Eugene- 
Helmsley, Trish-Victoria, Kurt Angle, WWE mid-carders. 
April 2005: PPV Revolution: How Taboo Tuesday & 
Victory Road Changed Wrestling Forever. Also: 
Eddie Guerrero, Jushin Liger, Edge-Benoit, Kane- 
Snitsky, TNA vs. ROH, Heyman & Heidenreich, Charlie 
Haas, WWE pink slips. 
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Reader Anthony Gleeson doesn’t understand why we would say 
The Great Khali has staying power in WWE. And, judging by 
Khali’s extended absence, Anthony may be right. 


Regarding your recent story on The Great Khali (“Tall 
Order! Will Khali Flower in WWE?”) in the Volume 10, 2006, 
issue Of THE WRESTLER/INSIDE WRESTLING, | was shocked when 
you claimed that Khali could actually last in WWE. He works 
hard to maintain his physique, but when you consider that 
he is easily the worst worker on Earth, was involved in the 
accidental death of a wrestling trainee, has only one credi- 
ble win (against The Undertaker), rates lower than the hope- 
less Giant Gonzales, and can’t wrestle on a live show due to 
his clumsy and poor wrestling skills, | very much doubt it 
Now | don’t want to bury any wrestler, but he really is just 
another big man who isn’t versatile enough to make it in pro 
wrestling. The Boogeyman vanished, didn’t he? 

ANTHONY GLEESON 
anto.g_86@yahoo.co.uk 


Edge was ranked number three in the “PW/ 500.” The 
only way Edge could have been ranked that high is very 
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simple: Most of the stars are gone. There is no “Stone- 
Cold” Steve Austin; there is no Rock; there is no Bill 
Goldberg. Edge would not even be a contender if these stars 
were still around. 
SCORPIO ARON G. 
Fredericksburg, VA 


What a coup for TNA to obtain Kurt Angle. This is a 
major acquisition for the TNA roster. Angle is a well-round- 
ed competitor who could help carry a promotion to the next 
level. This reader could picture a scenario in which Kurt 
Angle is champion and helps elevate younger wrestlers to 
more popularity. | can’t wait to see Kurt Angle vs. Samoa 
Joe. 

STEPHEN SANDS 
quequake@yahoo.com 


| was shocked to see A.J. Styles and Christopher Daniels 
at number two in your tag team ratings. This dream team is 
the greatest of all-time. What has a joke team like London 
and Kendrick done to make you rate them so high? With the 
lack of tag teams in WWE, you should not even rate them 
among the 10 greatest teams in the world. At 45 years old, 
I've seen it all. That’s why | stopped watching WWE and 
switched to TNA. London and Kendrick are garbage. Please 
put Styles and Daniels, my golden boys, at number one, 
where you know they belong. 
BOB PITCHER 
Santa Rosa, CA 


After reading your Volume 10, 2006, issue of THE 
WARESTLER/INSIDE WRESTLING, I’ve reached some conclusions 
regarding the state of women’s wrestling. 1) Why is anyone 
celebrating Ashley Massaro’s cheap win over Michelle 
McCool, Kristal Marshall, and Jillian Hall? Bra-and-panties 
matches are not real matches! 2) McCool and Marshall give 
the illusion they are actual wrestlers only when Hall (a pro 
who trained in OVW) is carrying them! 3) The Diva Search is 
a perfect way for Mr. McMahon to ogle young women while 
still on company time. 4) Michelle McCool will be a star only 
as long as people are missing Stacy Keibler as Miss 
Hancock. 

I've been a fan of this sport for 24 decades and have 
never seen a more shameless promotion than WWE. Hall is 
not only a nice looking girl, but also one hell of a wrestler, if 
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ever given a real chance. Vince says, “Anything can happen 

in WWE”—anything but what fans want. And fans want 
women who can wrestle, such as Jillian, Lita, and Victoria. 

The real reason Vince isn’t pushing Jillian is because he 

doesn’t think she is marketable. Sorry, Ms. Hall. Vince 

doesn’t market any women with your ability! 
ROBERT SIMPSON 
New Albany, IN 


As a longtime fan of wrestling as sport, | have been very 
impressed with Smackdown’s handling of Finlay over the 
past several months. | thought Finlay would be treated as a 
throwaway legend, much like Road Warrior Animal and 
Tatanka. | was mistaken. Finlay, who has kept himself in 
good shape despite being a road agent for the past several 
years, proved that being a veteran doesn’t mean he’s past 
his prime. His experience and technique is unparalleled on 
Smackdown, and | think he could “out-Benoit” Chris Benoit. 

Reportedly, Finlay—although he’s in his late-40s— 
wanted to return to the ring to give Smackdown’s up-and- 
comers some pointers in credible, old-school wrestling. 
Vince McMahon is said to be one of his biggest fans. 
Imagine that. Maybe we’ve had Vince figured wrong all 
these years. He’s actually a fan of rough-and-tumble 
wrestling, but realized sports entertainment was the only 
route to making the industry a mainstream phenomenon. 
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For a woman who trained extensively in OVW, Jillian Hall should be 
given more to do than just sidekick duties, according to reader 
Robert Simpson. Vince McMahon, he notes, should give her a chance 
and stop putting so much emphasis on her Diva counterparts. 


Finlay’s recent success proves that McMahon has a soft 
spot for old-school wrestling. His U.S. title reign and his 
high-profile feud with Batista are proof of that. | want to see 
Finlay in more great matches ... and I’m sure Vince does, 
too. 

TREVOR LUCAS 
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CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS ADVERTISING ASSISTANT 
Duane Long Dianne Weber 
we eit lita PRESIDENT 

eorge Napolitano A 
George Tahinos Despina McNulty 
Steve Beyer CIRCULATION DIRECTOR 
Vern Verna David Tyler 
Timothy A. Walker 
Mike Lano RETAIL SERVICES DIRECTOR 
James McAfee Briana Coppola 
Koichi Yoshizawa NATIONAL CIRCULATION MANAGERS 
Cite Anderoal Rar Me 
Wayne McCarty Dave Hagman 
Mary-Kate Grosso SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES 
Greg Greenland London Publishing Co. 
Dorothy Lee P.0. Box 2029, Dep. 9 
ADVERTISING DIRECTOR penn, Oe oie 
Vincent Bellissima SL i ates 


CustSrve@kappapublishing.com 
(relssinnee appapublishing.com 


t Blue Bell, PA 19422 
y price $9.95 ($11.75 in Canada, £5.95 in U.K). Annual subscription price $71.60 in the U.S. 
cor % , 


y 
bility for claims arising from the content 
ribution by Worldwide Media Service 


jent is intended or implied. Advertisers and agencies assum 
es Inc,, 641 Lexington Ave., New York, NY 10022. Internatio 


Printed in U.S.A. 


INSIDE 


NAMES MAKIN’ 


may be remembered as TNA’s breakthrough pay- 

per-view, as the company raised the stakes only 
weeks before /mpact was slated to premiere in its prime 
time slot on Spike TV. At that event, all three of TNA’s 
championships changed hands, and the industry’s hottest 
free agent made an appearance. 

In the main event, won the second NWA World 

title of his career, defeating five-time champ 

. Sting, sporting new makeup and a shiny jacket, 
walked to the ring with confidence, as the defending 
champion, Jarrett, argued with TNA’s “ringside en- 
forcer,” . 
“The Stinger,” who had lost nearly 20 pounds since his 
last TNA appearance, unveiled a sleeker, quicker ring 
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B= FOR GLORY, held on October 22 in Detroit, 


FROM ONE PLACE 
TO ANOTHER, 
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BY HARRY BURKETT 


Style. Jarrett was aggressive at the outset, taking Sting 
down with a series of armdrags and dropkicking him to 
the arena floor. The turning point came when Jarrett spat 
on Sting as he re-entered the ring. Sting responded with a 
scintillating clothesline and slammed Jarrett into the secu- 
rity rail on the outside. 

Angle asserted himself at that point, telling the referee 
that he would handle the ringside area. True to his word, 
Angle snatched a steel chair from Jarrett and then 
smacked both of the champ’s ears. Moments after Sting 
suplexed Jarrett onto the entrance ramp, the champion 
recovered enough to shove “The Stinger” into Angle, 
sending the Olympian rolling down the ramp. 

Back in the ring, Jarrett and Sting both attempted 
cross-bodyblocks and collided in mid-air. The referee 
reached the count of nine when Angle jumped into 
the ring—and executed an Angle slam on the offi- 
cial! Angle declared the match would continue. 

In this bizarre sudden-death overtime, Sting 
retrieved his bat as Jarrett grabbed his guitar. 
Jarrett smashed his guitar over Sting’s head ... 
but there was no effect. An incensed Sting shook 
off the blow and pounded his chest. He quickly 
applied the scorpion deathlock, forcing Jarrett to 
submit at the 15-minute mark. Angle awarded 
Sting the NWA World title. 

That wasn’t the only significant happening at 
Bound for Glory. 
defeated and for 
the NWA World tag team title to bring a violent end 
to their feud inside the “Six Sides Of Steel.” Con- 
sidering how vicious Homicide and Hernandez 
have been in pursuit of those belts, it’s not surpris- 
ing that LAX won this last, bloody battle. Indeed, 

handed a coat hanger to Homicide, who 
used that improvised weapon to choke Daniels into 
a state of unconsciousness. At the same time, Her- 
nandez nailed Styles with a clothesline, and 
Homicide followed by planting Styles into the mat. 
Obviously, Daniels and Styles tried to go to the 
streets with LAX, and it cost them the World tag 
team belts. 

Also at the PPV, upset with 
a small package to pin for the X division title. If 
people thought Sabin would bring new prominence 
to the X championship, they were wrong. Two 
days later, A.J. Styles defeated Sabin to win an 


Songstress Garcia gets recognized in Mexico 


unprecedented sixth X title. 
Also at Bound for Glory, beat in 
an “Eight Mile Streetfight” ... defeated 


to regain employment in TNA and depose “The 
Losing Legend” from his position as director of authority 
“an beat R , and in 
a four-way “Monster's Ball” match with Jake Roberts as 
the special referee ... won a four-way match 
also involving , 
, and bs won the some- 
times-embarrassing Kevin Nash Open Invitational X divi- 
sion Gauntlet Battle Royal. 
While The Marine might have opened at a disappoint- 
ing sixth place during its opening weekend, 
may still be looking forward to an acting career. Granted, a 
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Subway commercial isn’t the same as Masterpiece 
Theatre, but it’s a gig with the kind of exposure that could 
help the Raw World champion become a household name. 

Apparently, the commercial is a takeoff on the famous 
1979 spot in which a young boy offered 

a bottle of Coca-Cola—an offer that the football 
great readily accepted. In this case, Cena runs into a 
young fan who is eating a double-meat Subway sandwich. 
Cena offers the boy a signed T-shirt in exchange for the 
sub, but no-go. Then, when the champ finds out the sand- 
wich is “fresh toasted,” he offers to go to his birthday 
party, which turns out to be a chaotic scene. 

“The experience was great,” Cena told wwe.com. “I’ve 
done commercial work before, but to be a part of this was 
cool. It was fun. Subway was satisfied with how proactive 
| was. | think it'll turn out great.” 

Another WWE personality received some mainstream 
attention at the 2006 MTV Latin America Video Music 
Awards, emanating from the Palacio De Los Desportes in 
Mexico City. , who turned heads on the red 
carpet with her little black dress, was surprised by the 
number of wrestling fans who turned out for MTV’s first- 
ever awards show in Mexico. 

“There were some fans in the back and, when | turned 
around, they saw who | was,” Garcia said in an interview 
with wwe.com. “They were all WWE fans, and they went 
crazy, and that was just really neat. We were at an MTV 
event and everyone still associates wrestling. It was so 
great. There was a great fan base.” 

Garcia’s dedication to WWE is surpassed only by her 
passion for music. Fans already know Garcia for her 
beautiful renditions of the national anthem, her Shout CD, 
and her track entitled “You Just Don’t Know Me At All” 
from 2004’s WWE Originals CD. WWE couldn’t have cho- 
sen a better goodwill ambassador for the MTV Latin 
America VMAs. 

Does that make the appropriate WWE good- 
will ambassador for The Howard Stern Show? Apparently, 
someone in WWE thought “Slick Ric” was the perfect man 
to defend the company’s decision to fire 
during a recent debate on the radio program. Kanyon 
alleged WWE fired him because he was gay. In fact, 
Kanyon heckled and during a 
recent WWE live event in Florida, and the DeGeneration X 
members responded with mild amusement. 

During the 30-minute segment, Flair said that he liked 
Kanyon, but that he wasn’t a “good worker” anymore. 
Kanyon then asked why he was good enough to train 
Flair’s son, David Flair. “The Nature Boy” countered that 
they had only worked out together. Kanyon, who was 
known as one of the most innovative wrestlers of his era, 
said that he wouldn’t have been on television from 1995 
to 2003 if he hadn’t been a good wrestler. 

Flair and Kanyon maintained a respectful tone through- 
out the show. At the end, though, Flair chastised Stern for 


Deuce’s jealousy gets the better of him 


always having “Hulk” on the program, instead of him. 

Speaking of Flair, it’s incredible how trivial the divorce 
proceedings with his wife have become. According to The 
Charlotte Observer, Beth Fliehr sought to have her soon- 
to-be ex-husband cited for contempt and to obey a judge’s 
order that would have granted her a share of his season 
tickets for Carolina Panthers games. The presiding judge 
didn’t find anything wrong with Flair’s side of the story, 
stating that he hadn’t renewed his seat license. Flair’s 
lawyer, Bill Diehl, called Beth’s motion “frivolous.” 

The title upheaval in TNA has already been document- 
ed in this column, but Ohio Valley has proven to be just as 
volatile as of late. It turns out that Cody Runnels and 
Shawn Spears used The Untouchables’ own envy 
against them during their match on the October 21 edition 
of Ohio Valley Wrestling ... and the result was a Southern 
tag team title victory. 

In recent weeks, Spears had been wooing the champs’ 
valet, Cherry, sending Deuce into a jealous fit. One week 
after Spears had given Cherry, who had suffered an ankle 
injury, a box of candy, Domino could barely control his 
partner’s rage. Deuce and Domino were preoccupied with 
Cherry throughout the match. Runnels and Spears nailed 
the duo with standing dropkicks and simultaneous splash- 
es before Runnels pinned Domino at the same time Spears 
pinned Deuce. 

What is it with OVW stars getting psyched out? That’s 
obviously what happened to Charles Evans prior to his TV 
title defense against Devon Driscoll. There are a lot of 
theories going around, from worrying about upcoming title 
defenses against Gunner Scott, to being hounded by the 
omnipresent El Aero Fuego. Evans’ mind was elsewhere 
when he defended his belt against Driscoll on the October 
14 edition of OVW's weekly show. 

“The Hammer” had pounded Driscoll with headbutts to 
the chest and sharp elbows to the head before planting 
him with a sit-down power bomb. Instead of going for the 


pin, Evans continued to beat poor 
Driscoll. That gave Driscoll the 
opening he needed to pull Evans 
to the canvas and score the three- 

count for the TV championship. 
Delirious won a five-way 
elimination match to conclude 
Ring of Honor’s “Survival Of The 
Fittest” tournament on October 6 
in Cleveland. Delirious scored the 
winning pinfall over Matt Sydal. 
Other participants included The 
Briscoe Brothers and Austin 
Aries. Fortunately for Delirious, 
Ring of Honor champion Bryan 
Danielson and Samoa Joe 
didn’t make it to the tournament 
final because their match 

reached the 20-minute time-limit. 

Incidentally, Aries failed again in his quest to regain the 
ROH title the following night in Detroit. He surprised Samoa 
Joe once, but obviously Danielson doesn’t surprise so easily. 


Orlando Jordan loses in Maryland 
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TNA'S LATEST ANGLE. 


DANIELS AND STYLES WERE LAX! 


NOW THAT'S FRESH! 


DID WWE FIND SOMETHING WRONG WITH THAT? 


IN MEMORY OF MAGGS. 


Wonder what happened to ? 

, who defeated Jordan in one quick submission 
win after another, takes credit for 0.J.’s departure from 
WWE. But what is Jordan doing now? Doing what he 
does best—losing! MCW champion pinned 
the former U.S. champion at a Military Championship 


, Sey 


Introducing the new Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Michaels 


CINSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 


Wrestling show in Odenton, Maryland. 
Jordan blames the interference of 
for costing him the match. 
News from Pro Wrestling Enter- 
tainment: Heavyweight champion 
is dominating the Penn- 
sylvania-based promotion, but he 
seems to be having trouble with East 
Coast veteran oe 
(Tom Brandi) has 
become allies with 
. The alliance hasn't 
been of much benefit, considering both 
men have lost their share of matches 


lately ... apparently 
thinks he needs legal help in his feud 
with . Attorney 
and his sexy paralegal, , now 
accompany him to the ring. 

This ’n’ that: married 


her longtime beau, fellow independent 
wrestler in a ceremony 
in Las Vegas ... is the 
host of the new Spike TV reality series 
Bullrun. On the show, 12 two-driver, 
one-vehicle teams compete in a 3,000- 
mile rally across the United States. So 
far, there is no indication that Gold- 
berg’s Spike TV deal will lead to an 
appearance in TNA ... , who co- 
holds both the Ring of Honor and CZW tag team titles 
with , recently got a tryout with WWE's devel- 
opmental territory, Deep South Wrestling ... 
defeated to win Pro Wrestling 
Unplugged’s Public Enemy-Pit Bulls Memorial Tag Team 
Tournament in Philadelphia ... WWE has hired Penn- 
sylvania native , a former auto racing 
broadcaster, as its latest announcer. 

From the Dead or Alive Dept.: Friends and relatives 
of were relieved to find out that 
wwe.com had posted an incorrect report concerning the 
former WWF star’s death. As it turns out, Cpl. 
Kirchner—who replaced as the federa- 
tion’s resident patriot and went on to feud with 

in the late-1980s—had not died at his home in 
White Marsh, Maryland. His mother contacted a number 
of media outlets to reassure everyone that her son was 
alive and well. 

Unfortunately, in a final note, reports of the death of 

on October 15 are all too accu- 
rate. The Baltimore native was only 37, and the cause of 
death was unknown as of press time. The handsome 
mid-carder was a frequent presence in WCW in the 
early- to mid-1990s. Our sincere and heartfelt thoughts 
go out to his family and friends. Oo 
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These are exact-scale replicas molded from Rey Mysterio’s actual mask. 
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REPLICAMASK23 
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Red Snakeskin (WWEREPLICAMASK26 
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REPLICAMASK28) 
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Rey Mysterio 
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T 
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G00 5) pee 


YE 'Spinning” impionship Belt 
WWEIMBIG 


United States vo oe “Spinning” Belt 


WWEIMBOS 


Wornen’s Championship Belt WWEJMBIO 


Pieces Championship Belt 


WWEIMBWS 


Raw® World Tag Team Championship Bolt 
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Eric Résehoft (WWEJOOLI7) 
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Boogeyman (WWEP270) 
Randy Orton (collage) (WWEP213) Z E 
Batista (collage) (WWEP218) MNM ONYNEE272) 
‘Torrie Wilson (studio shot) (WWEPOI6) Stacy Keibler (Bra & Panties Match) (WWEP096) 
‘Torrie Wilson (black bikni) (WWEPI91) John Cena (studio) (WWEPO97)) 
Victoria (studio) (WWEPI3S) Miss Jackie (cheerleader) (Ww WEP095) 
‘Trish Stratus (studio shot) (WWEPOI8) Kurt Angle (studio) (WWEPO90) 
Keibler (green suit) (WWEPIM) Eddie Guerrero (holding belt) (WWEP092) 
Evolution (new group shot) (WWEPI86) Rob Van Dam (studio) (WWEP087) 
Rey Mysterio (arms crossed) (WWEP020) Big Show (bald look) ow EPI63) - 
Ric Flair (in robe) (WWEP025) € hhris Benoit (doing ¢ Fossface) (WWEPO0062) 
Shawn Michaels (slamming Ric Flair) (WAVEPO29) “it (in net shirt) (WWEPN066) 
Chris Jericho (with vest) (WWEPO31) 
Undertaker (falling on John Cena) (WWEP035) Sep Sh 
John Cena (with US. Title) (WWEPI93) ths 
Shawn Michaels (kneeling) (WWEPI70) 
Undertaker (entrance) (WWEPI85) 
Batista (facing Snitsky) (WWEP201) 
Rey Mysterio (with car) (WWEPI57} 
Kane & Big Show (WWEP279) =— . 5 
JBL (in Limo) (WWEPI80) ee CS | Ree, 
Edge (at entrance) (WWEPI44) 
Batista (holding belt) (WWEP225) 
John Cena (Chain Gang jersey) (WW 
John Cena (Word Life Shirt) (WWEP2 


/ John Gena Chain Gang Replica Pendant 


Available in both actual size and In 
kid size! Now you can be a true Chain Gang 
Soldier with the official John Cena Chain Gang 
Soldier Spinning Replica Pendant! This is an exact 
replica of the pendant worn by Cena on 
Television. The pendant is adorned with over 500 
faux diamonds and has a three-dimensional spin- 
ning center plate showcasing the Chain Gang 
Soldier logo. The side of the pendant features 
Cena’s “You want some, come get some” slogan 
in three-dimensional lettering. The pendant comes 
with a wooden ,*) collector's case. 


Actual Size PIWERERCOE) $199.00 each 
Kid Size (Wy) PIWERERCOE) Eshdb02) $99.00 each 


& ete W 


, = f John Cena US 
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er devil head pendant (WWEPENDANTOI0) Triple H (symbol) (WWEPENDANT036) 
‘Triple H logo pendant (WWEPENDANTOI3) Cena (Word Life logo) (WWEPENDANT037) 
Shawn Michaels HBK pendant (WWEPENDANTOO8) Edge (symbol) (WWEPENDANT038) 
Matt Hardy V1 pendant (WWEPENDANTOI2) Triple H logo pendant (WWEPENDANTO22) 


Shawn Michaels (collage) (WWEP212) : _— — R Mystero 619 logo pendant [Vi DANTOI7) John Cena (Word Life) Ti PENDANT025) 
Bobby Lashley (WWEP271) 


PTET Exclusive T-Shirts ; Adult Size - $20.00 each 


Sizos available: ADULT: M, L. XL, XXL Kid Size- $15.00 each 


pawn Michaels (WWEAUTO23) 
ysterio (White Mask) (WWEAUTO44) 


John Cena (Word Li (WW! 3 Aualt-Sire (WWEATEXIQ) Adult-Sive (WWEATEN®4) alt Size {WWEATEXO) 
Shelton Benjamin (WW 3 J H 3 AUTOS Kid Sire (WWERTENOS) kid-Size (WWEKTENOS) Kid. Sire (WWEKTEXOU) 
Rob Van Dam (WWE —— — a ~ 
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THUMBS 


to John Cena. Cena is WWE’s new everyman. No matter where you 
look, he is making headlines. He’s the Raw World champion. He’s a movie star. He’s 
the most vocal supporter of U.S. troops that wrestling has produced in many years— 
and unlike most wrestlers who have taken similar roles before him, he’s actually 
believable as he embraces the troops. He may not be the most popular guy on the 
roster, but he’s doing more to promote a positive image of wrestling and its fans than 
any wrestler has done since The Rock. 


to Eric Bischoff. When 
you’re the ex-nemesis of Vince McMahon 
writing your autobiography under a WWE 
publishing contract, you may feel inclined 
to be more flattering to your former compe- 
tition than you would be otherwise. In Controversy Creates Cash, 
Bischoff tells the story of WCW as he lived it—not how McMahon 
believes he lived it. Sure, some of it is slanted, revisionist history, 
but Bischoff didn’t kowtow to WWE just because its logo was going 
to grace the dust jacket. 


to Kenny. The Spirit Squad has been used and abused so often and 
by so many members of the Raw roster that it’s hard to take any of its members seri- 
ously. That, however, may be changing. Following Spirit Squad’s October loss to the 
debuting Cryme Tyme, Kenny marched away from the ring, genuinely disgraced by 
their poor performance. Then, backstage, he let his displeasure be known further— 
and good for him! And on the October 23 edition of 
Raw, he told his team he would wrestle Ric Flair J 
alone so they couldn’t cause him to lose again. 
Finally, it appears that at least one member of The 
Spirit Squad is showing some real spirit. 


to Brother Ray. When Team 3D fm 
made their return to TNA after a lengthy hiatus and quickly won their first J s\ 
match back, Ray made a point of saying that TNA executives told them fj 

they could have a tag team title shot anytime they wanted it—and then he 
seemed on the verge of asking for one. He surprised us all, however, by 
then saying that they wanted to earn a title shot the proper way, not have 
one handed to them based on their reputation. No wonder Team 3D is so 
respected by their peers. 
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THUMBS 


to Kurt Angle. When he and WWE parted 
ways, Angle talked about his accumulation of injuries and his need 
to recover and spend time with his family. Angle described his 
departure as a mutual decision. Now Angle is saying he was forced 
out of the company, and that he’s raring to go in TNA. Either Angle 
was being dishonest about his physical and emotional state at the 
time he left WWE, or he’s being dishonest now. The inconsistency 
of his story has left us with a very uneasy 
feeling. 


to Triple-H. And to 

Michaels, too. Two of the greatest 

a wrestlers of their era, they are doing them- 

selves a horrible disservice by continuing to team under the DeGeneration X moniker. 

Nine years ago, when they formed DX, their humor was cutting edge. Today, DX is as 

much a lame duck as President Bush will be in a year’s time. If we want to watch two 

guys pitch their merchandise for 15 minutes, we’ll turn on the Home Shopping 
Network. 


to John Bradshaw Layfield. And, while we’re 
at it, a “Thumbs Down” to Tazz as well. During the three-hour sea- 
son premiere of Raw on USA, these two color commentators let 
their personal rivalry spill out during a match between Smackdown 
champion King Booker and Rob Van Dam. Instead of commentating, 
JBL and Tazz took to calling each other 
names in an attempt to get themselves 
over at the match’s expense. They clearly 
forgot that their main mission is to com- 
ment on the wrestlers in the ring—and not 
the former wrestlers outside of it. 


to Test. Test has called himself the most ruthless competitor 
that ECW has ever seen. Yes, he actually said that. Apparently, he hasn’t ever seen 
the matches that Tommy Dreamer had with Justin Credible, Sabu had with Rob Van 
Dam, or Masato Tanaka had with Mike Awesome. Basically, Test doesn’t know ruth- 
less. He may think he does, but that’s only because he obviously doesn’t know ECW’s 
history. We have no problem with the big man attempting to re-establish himself. We 
just wish he’d do it without making such ridiculous comments. 


Tee ne ee 


Thirteen years of constant employment by the McMahons and a litany of failed gimmicks have 


UICK TRIVIA QUESTION: Who is the second- 
Qe tenured wrestler on the WWE payroll? 

I’m talking continuous employment here. No 
jumps to WCW. Don’t look at the accompanying photo on 
this page, either. 

Okay, The Undertaker is number one. Shawn Michaels 
doesn’t count, as he retired in 1998 and didn’t compete 
again in WWE until 2002. Jerry Lawler is mainly a broad- 
caster. Viscera has come and gone a few times, so it’s not 
him. And don’t give me Vince McMahon, either. 

Give up? Would you believe Hardcore Holly? 

| remember the vignettes introducing him to WWF fans 
back in 1994. Long-haired good-ol’-boy redneck named 
Sparky Plugg from Alabama who split his time between 
racing cars and wrestling. This was the tail end of the 
embarrassing-in-retrospect-to-be-a-fan era in which Vince 
McMahon seemed intent on giving virtually every mid- 
carder a profession as part of his persona. There was tax 
man Irwin R. Schyster, Repo Man, garbage collector Duke 


WITH DAVE LENKER 
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“The Dumpster” Droese, and so forth. 

Well, Sparky Plugg soon became Bob “Spark Plugg” 
Holly, and, as the Attitude era got underway, he became 
Hardcore Holly, a legitimate tough guy in real life who 
acted like such a serious, over-the-top tough guy on cam- 
era that it was hard to take him seriously as a legitimate 
tough guy. The long brown locks were gone, replaced by 
extremely closely cropped and bleached blond hair. 

When he debuted in the WWF, | gave him six months at 
best before he’d have a lot more free time to pursue his 
racing endeavors, if you understand my meaning. 

Well, it’s almost 13 years later now, and Hardcore Holly 
is, for the first time in his career, a relevant player. Does 
that read a bit overstated? Consider this, then: Can you 
name your favorite Hardcore Holly match pre-September 
2006? 

| tried ... hard ... and couldn't. 

Does any Hardcore Holly match stand out to you? 

Nope, me neither. 

The only match | could vaguely 


finally led Bob Holly to success by way of the revived ECW brand. Surprising to most, including remember was his world title showdown 


Dave Lenker, Holly is most entertaining as a serious hardcore warrior. 
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with then-champ Brock Lesnar at the 
2004 Royal Rumble. | remember it main- 
ly because it took place in Philadelphia 
and was easily the closest Holly has ever 
come to a pay-per-view main event. It 
wasn’t even an above-average match, 
and | can’t recall any specific details or 
sequence of moves. But | recall debating 
with my colleague, Will Welsh, as Holly 
made his way to the ring that night 
whether Holly would be given any 
offense at all. | predicted correctly that 
he would. But he only barely did. The 
match was shorter than the average Raw 
main event. Holly couldn't even get on 
the WrestleMania card two months later. 
That’s how relevant he was. 

It's hard to be in a one-on-one world 
title bout on PPV and not be a relevant 
player, but I'd argue that Holly was not. 

But it took just one match on cable- 
TV in 2006 to make him relevant. 

Cynics will try to convince us that it 
was Rob Van Dam who really made the 
main event of the September 26 telecast 
of ECW on Sci Fi and mention that RVD 
J also extracted a good match from deep 


inside another ECW misfit, Test, a week later. 

Point taken. 

But there was something special about the way Holly 
gritted his way through a ghastly cut on his back that oozed 
blood throughout the match’s second half. it wasn’t like all 
those comical hardcore matches Holly had during the hey- 
day of the WWE hardcore title. It felt different. It felt, well, 
almost like the old ECW. 

Holly isn’t stupid. He wouldn’t have lasted this long in 
WWE if he were. He heard the groans and saw the eyes roll 
when it was revealed he had been added to the ECW ros- 
ter. Hardcore Holly in ECW? Vince really doesn’t get ECW, 
even after all these years. 

Vince probably doesn’t get ECW. | think that became 
evident when the ECW rebirth began in 2005, and we were 
treated to a few weapons matches on Raw between stars 
that had no issues with each other because ECW was all 
about weapons and blood and stuff, right? That’s what 
people missed about it. 

The old ECW, however, was about giving a chance to 
the guys that most of the wrestling world had written off 
or just overlooked. Raven was a joke to most when he 
first arrived in ECW. How many silly gimmicks had he 
tried ... and failed with? 

He reinvented himself and proved his toughness in a 
feud with Tommy Dreamer and went on to become one of 
ECW’s greatest stars. 

Shane Douglas was a clean-cut, one-dimensional 
pretty face before Paul Heyman handed the ball off to 
him and pointed him toward the end zone. Chris Benoit, 
Dean Malenko, Eddie Guerrero, Chris Jericho ... You 
know the ECW story by now. 

And now we have a man in Hardcore Holly who is basi- 
cally another castoff. What more could have been done 
with him on Raw or Smackdown? He was what he was, 
just another name on the roster. 

This fall, it took a single high-profile match in the new 
ECW for him to get noticed. That extreme rules match he 
had with RVD ended as most expected it would, with Holly 
getting pinned. But, after the pinfall, a lot of cheers were 
heard, and they weren’t all directed at ECW’s favorite son. 
Maybe many of the thousands in attendance that night 
sensed that they had witnessed the turning point in the 
career of a man who was, quite honestly, barely missed 
when he disappeared for much of 2006 with a staph infec- 
tion that became life-threatening at one point. 

A lot of those cheers were for Holly, and, suddenly, just 
a week later, he turned fan favorite in a move that seemed 


ii 


too slow for Lenker’s liking. 


to be dictated by unforeseen. circumstance rather than 
WWE Creative. Suddenly, to me at least, Holly looked like a 
threat to The Big Show’s ECW championship, a guy | want- 
ed to see more of in ECW main events, and a man with 
long-term potential (whatever long term means for ECW). 

| was one of few on the staff of this magazine, | think, 
who had high expectations for the new ECW despite all 
the factors working against its chances for success. |’ll 
admit I’ve been struggling to find positives lately. C.M. 
Punk’s climb toward the top has been too slow for my lik- 
ing so far. The Big Show is intriguing, but he can’t carry 
ECW for too long. Rob Van Dam is just Rob Van Dam, 
which is both good and bad. And Kelly Kelly is never going 
to get totally naked, is she? 

Now, however, for the first time in my life, I'll be attend- 
ing wrestling shows with the intent of seeing what 
Hardcore Holly will do next. It took 13 years, but | think this 
guy could really develop into something special. Oo 


Hardcore Holly seems to be the most positive addition to ECW. While C.M. 
Punk undoubtedly has the most potential, his rise to the top has been much 


NO HOLD 


URING THE YEARS that Trish Stratus starred 
D= WWE’s women’s division, the energy level 

and excitement surrounding the division was 
something that was felt at every Raw event. Stratus, 
with the help of more than a few experienced 
wrestlers, including Victoria, Lita, Jazz, and Molly Holly, 
took the division to a new level by showing that women 
could be both good-looking and athletic. Together, 
these ladies redefined women’s wrestling. 


‘4 
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While Ashley and the other Divas spend their weekends bleaching their hair and 
spraying themselves with tangerine mist, Victoria continues to improve her 
game in the gym. Ashley is no competition for someone of Victoria’s caliber. 
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Over the past few years, however, WWE has reduced 
the number of women wrestlers on its roster. First, Jazz 
was let go. Then, Molly Holly decided to retire from the 
sport. Lita continues to hang around, but, somewhere 
along the way, WWE decided to pull her out of active 
competition (at least temporarily) so she could prance 
around ringside in strategically taped tops. 

And while these women left or reinvented them- 
selves, WWE hired a whole bevy of other women, many 
of whom competed for roster spots by basically strip- 
ping down to the bare minimum and pandering to the 
mostly male crowd. Ashley, Candice Michelle, Layla, 
Maria, and Kristal all joined the company by way of the 
WWE Diva Search—and there was a slew of other Diva 
Search contestants who came and went so quickly that 
their names barely register anymore. Memories of them 
have coalesced into a potpourri of lingerie matches and 
whipped cream spectacles. 

The role of these women is to look good, dress scanti- 
ly, and tease the males in the audience to the point that 
they keep coming back for more. They are not expected to 
wrestle (or at least to wrestle well), and they sure aren’t 
expected to make the women’s division competitive. 

In fact, with the way WWE has handled the hiring and 
firing of its female performers, it’s clear that it doesn’t 
really care if there’s a women’s division at all. Even the 
hiring of Mickie James, who joined the Raw roster last 
year and is an established wrestler with genuine skill, 
has to be viewed with a critical eye, as it’s clear that she 
relishes her role as a bouncy bimbo. 

Only a few years ago, WWE's women’s division was 
the strongest and most competitive it had ever been. 
Today, it is at one of its lowest points ever and seems to 
be around for no good reason. If it doesn’t again emerge 
as a Critical and successful part of Raw’s formula, it 
may not be long before WWE retires the women’s 
championship altogether. 

This would concern a lot of people, but most 
wouldn’t be affected in the long term. There is one per- 
son, however, who would be most affected if WWE 
decides to do away with the women’s division and 
championship: That woman is Victoria. 

Victoria must hate watching WWE slowly dismantle the 
women’s division. Undoubtedly, she must be second- 
guessing the sacrifices she has made to be become the 
all-around wrestler she is today. 

The division was built around women such as Victoria. 
For the longest time, she was Stratus’ arch-nemesis and 


her main competition for the women’s championship. 
Together, they had many extraordinary matches (matches 
that often times stole house shows or even Raws away from 
the male performers) and traded the women’s title back and 
forth as if it were a dressing room secret. Heck, for a time 
there, it felt as if the two of them were the women’s division. 

Throughout their long rivalry, however, Victoria 
never got the respect she deserved. While Stratus 
always heard the cheers, Victoria heard the boos. 
While Stratus received all of the public accolades, 
Victoria was relegated to the role of a supporting cast 
member. Only true students of the game knew how 
important she was to Stratus’ successful ascent to the 
top of the sport and the overall performance of the 
women’s division. 

And then, when Victoria was given an opportunity to 
become a full-fledged fan favorite, it was scuttled 
before it even got started, thanks to an ill-advised 
entrance theme and dance that had most people 
laughing or cringing or both. 

Victoria has been forced to watch the division disin- 
tegrate and watch her most worthy opponent retire. 
Ironically, the best athlete on the women’s roster is now 
a misfit. Why? She doesn’t smile and show her pearly 
whites; she scowls and lets you know she means busi- 
ness. She’s not small and petite like a Victoria Secret's 
model; she’s sexy and muscular and could break the 
other women on the roster in half. She’s not one to go 
get pretty at a salon; she’d rather spend her day at the 
gym working to improve her in-ring performance. 

“| don’t look at wrestling as a steppingstone to any- 
thing else,” Victoria told THE WresTLER during a 2001 
interview. “| want to be a WWE Diva, and |’ll do any- 


thing it takes to do that.” - a a y . eae 


This woman 1s a former middleweight bodybuilder, What a tragedy it is to have a talent such as Victoria reduced to bra-and- 
magazine cover girl, and organ harvester who sacri- _ panties gauntlet matches. This deserving former women’s titleholder is suffer- 


ficed medical school to pursue a career as a wrestler. 
And that’s why her current predicament is such a 
shame. She started as a full-time member of the Raw 
roster more than four years ago, and not even a seri- 
ous knee injury kept her away from the ring for very 
long. If you haven't noticed, she’s been wearing a knee 
brace for a few years. She has dedicated her life to the 
business, assuming there was a place for a talented 
female wrestler. 

Victoria has done everything that has been asked of 
her, allowing Stratus to overshadow her, adopting a psy- 
cho persona, dancing like a fool, and showing off a bit 


a ae aay 


ing undeserved humiliation. 


more of her sexuality. Victoria’s career has come to a 
standstill as attractive—yet considerably less talent- 
ed—women have become a bigger part of the show. As 
WWE de-emphasizes actual wrestling among its women, 
Victoria’s value to the company will continue to diminish. 

It’s just not fair. Victoria is one of the greatest female 
wrestlers of her generation—and possibly in the history 
of the sport. Here’s hoping that when she retires, when- 
ever that may be, she finally gets some of the respect 
she so richly deserves. Oo 


(The opinions expressed in “The Insider” are those of 
Brandi Mankiewicz alone and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of anyone else on the staff of this magazine.) 


right by my parents. Instead of ignoring me and 
leaving my formative years void of intelligence, 
love, peace, and music, they painstakingly took the 


[i A not-so-secret secret to reveal: | was raised 


What does Judd the Studd (above) have in common with Iggy Pop and Mick 
Jagger? They all fathered Stookey, the lead singer of The Nazz. That’s one 
band I'll pass on next time. 
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time to introduce me to the world through a pair of 
rose-colored Janis Joplin glasses. These anti-war hip- 
pies showed me the bigger picture early on and a lot of 
those life lessons revolved around Robert Kennedy, 
Dark Shadows, and music. 

Not a day goes by without me making a Barnabas 
Collins reference, but, more importantly, not an hour 
goes by without something reminding me of a song. 
Unfortunately, a lot of these moments are followed by 
their bully stepsister, wrestling. There is a lot of music in 
wrestling and vice versa. For those who grew to love 
wrestling in the modern era, who can’t think of The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express every time “Rock And Roll Is King” 
comes on the oldies station? It’s natural. Just as Dusty 
Rhodes is intertwined with “Old Time Rock And Roll” by 
Bob Seger. How about Hulk Hogan without “Eye Of The 
Tiger”? Even Nikolai Volkoff and “Cara Mia” are forever 
engrained in my mind. 

| had a series of “wrestling moments” the other day, 
in the strangest of places: a concert. Now, this wasn’t an 
ordinary concert. It was billed as a “Psychedelic Summit” 
featuring Strawberry Alarm Clock, Vanilla Fudge and— 
amazingly enough—tron Butterfly. 

As | made my way south to Reading, Pennsylvania, | 
was giddy. The city of Reading is where I’d gone to see 
wrestling shows on a monthly basis in the past, so | know 
the city well. My giddiness was heightened when | 
entered the venue and realized it was a beautiful Masonic 
temple. I’m a sucker for good Gothic architecture. That 
feeling would be dampened as soon as the concert pro- 
moter came on to the stage and announced that 
Strawberry Alarm Clock would not be there. This was 
wrestling moment number two: a local promoter telling 
the crowd that the highly anticipated veteran was no- 
showing. Made me wonder if SAC even knew they were 
booked for the show. | almost wanted to hop online to 
search the classic rock news sites to see if there was an 
exclusive posting from the band to say that the promoter 
never contacted them for the booking. 

But, in SAC’s place, we were offered The Nazz, a 
local group from Philadelphia whose heyday was in the 
late-1960s. Don’t worry, | had no idea who they were, 
either. If you need a gauge, The Nazz is like Philadelphia 
natives The Hooters, but without the Top 40 hits ... or 
rhythm ... or vocals ... or timing. Did | mention that the 
lead singer looked like a cross between Iggy Pop, Mick 
Jagger, and local Reading wrestling manager Judd the 
Studd? This led to wrestling moment number three: vet- 
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eran draw who “no-shows” getting replaced 
by inept local who tries hard for way too long, 
but just can’t do it. So, after their 60-minute 
crap-fest, | was ready for the real show to 
start. Kinda reminscent of Heat on pay-per- 
view night, isn’t it? 

Luckily, Iron Butterfly was on deck. The 
quartet features two original members, Lee 
Dorman and Ron Bushy, with two newer guys 
to replace Doug Ingle and Erik Brann. | was 
stoked. Bushy looked like death warmed 
over, as did Dorman. I’m surprised that both 
weren't wheeled to their spots on the stage. 
Wrestling moment number four: | flashed 
back to watching Bill Alfonso before a Rob 
Van Dam match at an ECW show back in the 
day. Fonzie was lying on the floor, wracked 
with pain from his back and legs. He could 
barely move. Once that curtain parted, 
though, he was jumping around and blowing 
that whistle like a 20-year-old. That’s how 
these guys were. One note from the harpsi- 
chord-sounding keyboard and they both were 
in the zone—and the place went nuts. They 
played most of their songs, hitting all of the right notes, 
sounding dead on with the vocals and beat. They played 
for over an hour. It was an amazing sight—but wait, 
there’s more. 

The oh-so-familiar chords of “In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida” 
started to emanate from the keyboard. | started to tear 
as the song | literally grew up with was filling the room. 
| had wrestling moment number five that was more like 
an epiphany: “In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida” is like a well-con- 
structed match. I’m not talking about the made-for-TV 
stuff you see today. I’m talking Ric Flair vs. Harley Race 
at Starrcade 1983. It starts out with a hook, keeps you 
going with nuances and a little give-and-take from all 
parties involved. Just when you think it’s over, it’s just 
getting started. “In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida” was the same 
way. | almost felt badly for Bushy. He had already 
drummed for over an hour and now he was launching 
into a 20-minute masterpiece—that featured a five- 
minute drum solo. In the end, he drummed like a cham- 
pion, never missing a beat or breaking a hip. In the end, 
| was emotionally exhausted and text-messaged my 
brother this little ditty: “| can die happy now.” 

After two-plus hours of a very low and an over- 
whelming high, it was time for Vanilla Fudge. By now, 


SST 


Flair for the gold. What better comparison for “In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida” than “Naitch’s” first NWA 
World title win? Only a 60-minute man like Flair can compare to the 17:05 legendary rock song. 


the clock read 11:30 p.m. Considering the way drum- 
mer Carmine Appice looked, | thought for a second that 
the Fudgers had been replaced by Spinal Tap. Once 
Carmine addressed us, | was wishing for Spinal Tap to 
play. Carmine did a heelish promo on us, demanding 
that we crowd the stage for his benefit. He’d play better 
if we were jumping up and down. Well, sorry, Carmine, 
but after almost three hours of music, | really didn’t feel 
like jumping all around for a band who did mostly cover 
songs. After two lousy songs, | took P.T. Barnum’s 
advice and went to see the Great Egress. As | made my 
way out of the venue, | had wrestling moment number 
six: Vanilla Fudge reminds me of an overrated old-timer 
like Kevin Nash who thinks he deserves much more 
than he does. While both Fudge and Nash will have 
their respective places in history, neither one truly 
understands how painful it is to hear the same old crap 
spewed with precious little payoff in the end. 

Now, | thoroughly enjoyed my night, even with the 
wrestling moments invading it. | thank my parents for 
experiencing this night with me, and | know there will 
be many more concerts to come. My only regret is that 
they didn’t tell me sooner that “Stairway To Heaven” 
was not a lullaby. 
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Why are so 
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S WE APPROACH 2007, the big rumor is that 
Ai McMahon has already selected Hulk 

Hogan’s opponent for WrestleMania 23, an 
event that will mark the 20th anniversary of WrestleMania 
Ill. And why is WrestleMania Ill considered so special? It 
is the WrestleMania that ensured there would be 20 more 
to come. ’Mania Ill drew 93,173 spectators to the Pontiac 
Silverdome, just outside of Detroit, becoming the largest 
entertainment event to take place in North America at 
that time. 

And, of course, it is the night that WWF World champion 
Hulk Hogan bodyslammed, legdropped, and pinned Andre 
the Giant. 

Hogan wants to be part of WrestleMania 23 and is 
even thinking about making it his retirement match. But 


Paul Heyman gives The Big Show a round of applause as the ECW champion soaks in the ti 
crowd’s boos. Obviously, Big Show must think his place in wrestling history is secure. same time. 


few wrestling fans so sure about that? 
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the opponent would have to be mighty special ... a one 
of a kind. 

lf the rumor mill is correct, | think Vince has a great 
idea. Why not The Big Show? 

| hear some of you laughing. To most fans, Andre is a 
legendary, mythic figure. And The Big Show? 
Unfortunately, The Big Show is a victim of his time, 
doomed to perform in front of cynical crowds, spend most 
of his career in the glare of the unrelenting WWE spotlight, 
and often made to look foolish by smaller foes. After all, if 
Big Show had gone undefeated for as many years as 
Andre, he would have been the undisputed world champi- 
on for the past decade. And we can’t have that, can we? 

Right now, The Big Show is the ECW champion and is 
finally receiving a small dose of the respect he deserves. 
For those who have watched Big Show on television 
nearly every week for the past 10 years, it’s hard to 
truly appreciate his greatness. Too many low points 
of Show’s career have been on full display. 

We remember how Big Show, then known as The 
Giant, went from a 430-pound dropkicking wonder to 
a 500-pound behemoth who slogged to the ring. His 
bad habits became so well-known that WCW incorpo- 
rated them into storylines, such as the time that Sting 
tried to get The Giant to quit smoking. The same man 
who won the WCW World title in his first year in the 
business and consequently won the PW/ Wrestler and 
Rookie of the Year Awards in 1996 became a second- 
tier stooge for the New World Order. 

When he jumped to the WWF as “The Big Nasty” 
Paul Wight in 1999, he was plunged into the top sto- 
ryline, as a mercenary of The Corporation in Vince 
McMahon's feud with Steve Austin. He defeated 
Triple-H for the WWF World title at that year’s 
Survivor Series and entered 2000 as the champion. 

By 2001, The Big Show was sent to Ohio Valley 
following rehabilitation for a herniated disk and 
because of concern for his increasing weight. It was 
a humiliating situation for the former WWF and WCW 
World champion. Vince McMahon was beginning to 
regret that he had signed Big Show to a 10-year 
contract. 

WWE officials became frustrated by what they 
viewed as a lack of work ethic. Moreover, they didn’t 
know how to make a 7’2” behemoth look like a win- 
ner and keep the singles roster competitive at the 


But The Big Show had more to offer than size. 


WWE Creative stumbled across this when Big 
Show, Triple-H, Mick Foley, and Vince McMahon 
appeared on a 2000 broadcast of Saturday Night 
Live, guest-hosted by The Rock. Most viewers 
thought Show had the best comic timing of any 
of them. 

Did that inspire Creative to make long-term 
plans around Big Show? No. Instead, Creative had 
Big Show impersonate other wrestlers, including 
Val Venis, The Godfather, and Grandmaster Sexay 
(Brian Christopher). For the rest of the year, Show 
was wasted on silly short-term angles and ridicu- 
lous hardcore matches. 

That changed in 2002 when Paul Heyman 
turned against Brock Lesnar and recruited Big 
Show as his new charge. With Heyman’s help, Big 
Show pinned Lesnar for the Smackdown World title 
at that year’s Survivor Series. That, however, 
wasn’t enough to keep Show in the main-event 
mix, as he was sent to Raw in 2003. There, he 
reached his low point, losing to Kane in less than 
three minutes in a televised match. 

Fortunately, Big Show’s Raw World tag team title reign 
with Kane in 2005 and ’06 re-established his reputation as 
a monster. Only a fluke loss to The Spirit Squad and a 
falling-out between the two men ended their reign of 
destruction. 

This past July, when Rob Van Dam’s arrest threatened 
the revived ECW brand in its fledgling weeks, Vince 
McMahon and Paul Heyman turned to the old, reliable Big 
Show to save the day. Big Show defeated Van Dam for the 
ECW title on Independence Day and went on to have 
incredible title defenses against Batista, Ric Flair, The 
Undertaker, Sabu, and others. Against Superstars and 
Extremists, conventional matches and hardcore, Big Show 
had displayed amazing versatility. What was that about his 
work ethic? 

At some point during the past two years, Vince 
McMahon must have looked around and realized Big Show 
was one of only a few wrestlers from the “Attitude” glory 
years that remained in WWE. If McMahon regarded Triple-H 
and The Undertaker as valued employees, he had to 
include Big Show on that list as well. Above all, McMahon 
could throw anything at Big Show—despite his expanding 
girth—and he could make it work. 

Could McMahon have done the same with Andre the 
Giant? | don’t think so. 

With all due respect to Andre, Big Show is superior on 
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Hulk Hogan chops down Andre the Giant at WrestleMania Ill. Would Big Show 
fare any better against Hogan at WrestleMania 23? Probably not. But that 
doesn’t mean Big Show hasn’t earned his spot at the biggest show of them all. 


many levels. Was Andre as versatile on the mike? Could he 
have wrestled a hardcore match against Rob Van Dam? 

The answer to both questions is no. Big Show is, unde- 
niably, a better all-around entertainer. And the evolutions of 
Andre and Show in the ring are strikingly similar. Andre 
could throw a dropkick in 1974, just as Paul Wight could 
throw one in 1996. Both men were plagued by weight gain, 
and Andre had the added pressure of dealing with 
acromegaly, which was slowly deteriorating his body. 
Wight was successfully treated for the disease while in col- 
lege, and he’s been able to lead a less painful life than 
Andre. 

And Andre’s latter career was worse than any of Big 
Show’s low points so far. Losing to Kane in three minutes 
on live television is bad, but then-WWF champ Randy 
Savage pinned Andre on multiple occasions. Also, The 
Ultimate Warrior steamrolled the big man countless times 
on the house-show circuit, sometimes within two minutes. 
Poor Andre could barely move when he co-held the WWF 
tag team title with Haku in 1989 and ’90. 

My intention is not to run down Andre’s legacy. He was 
an amazing pioneer. But it’s also unfair to compare Big 
Show's strengths and weaknesses against only Andre’s 
strengths. | think Big Show stands just as tall as the “Eighth 
Wonder Of The World.” 

And, if Hulk Hogan bodyslams Big Show al 
WrestleMania 23, it should mean just as much. a 


K.C. James and Idol Stevens are using their partnership to their advantage. Here, even from outside the ropes, James tries 
to lend a hand to his teammate. 
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EALING WITH MEN is often a two-woman job. 
D« try to play as many women as possible 
and juggle them like chainsaws. Then, one 
day, they get caught. They all do. Without being 
snagged in the act, most women would have no idea 
the man they’re spending their days with is a low-life. 
When that happens, most women like myself will 
confront the offending male. How? Well, that’s where 
my knowledge of wrestling comes in. You form a tag 
team with your dearest girlfriend and you go on the 
attack. I'll call my friend and have her do the initial 
confrontation. You know, have her lay the groundwork 
for my eventual attack. There’s a ton of discussion 
beforehand as to how to handle it. I’d tell my friend, 
“Say this, but don’t say that.” If carefully plotted, the 
confrontation can be a rousing success and leave Mr. 
Not-So-Right with a big egg across his player-face. 
That’s how I'd handle things, anyway. 
Admittedly, this is a roundabout way of opening my 
discussion on K.C. James and Idol Stevens, but try to 
follow along. 
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While the new WWE superstars aren’t confronting 
cheating boyfriends, they’re confronting the top tag tal- 
ent that Smackdown has to offer. They realize the 
importance of planning and plotting as a tag team. 
Rather than seeing their position on the show as a 
time-killer until they make it to the singles division, 
they recognize the benefit of working together. They 
utilize it to the best of their ability and embrace the 
moniker of “tag team specialists.” 

There haven't been many tag teams that can say 
that in the past few years. In fact, most tandems on 
WWE’s roster view their position as a pit stop until 
they break into the mid-card singles ranks. They use 
it to either bolster a failing singles career or as a way 
to gain experience before going after non-tag gold. 
It’s really a shame and something that’s had more of 
a negative impact on careers than a positive one. 

| think back to teams like The Midnight Express. 
Bobby Eaton and Stan Lane, the most famous incarnation 
of the duo, focused primarily on teamwork and tag titles. 
That was their thing. You couldn’t picture “Beautiful 
Bobby” without 
“Sweet Stan” and 
vice versa. With 
Jim Cornette as the 
glue that held them 
together, the Mid- 
nights went on to 
major success and 
are remembered as 
one of the greatest 
teams to ever hold 
a tag rope. 

It became in- 
grained in their 
heads. Tag wrest- 
ling was impor- 
tant. Making strat- 
egy for a tag team 
match is com- 
pletely different 
than planning for a 
singles outing. In 
fact, even after his 
Express days had 
ended, Bobby still 
spent his career 
searching for a 


BY LIZ HUNTER 


teammate. He saw 
success, too. Whether 
with William Regal, 
Arn Anderson, Chris 
Benoit, or someone 
else, Eaton had be- 
come a Career-long 
tag specialist. That’s 
not to say he didn’t 
win gold as a singles 
star. He did. However, 
Eaton realized he had 
learned his craft in 
the tag division, and 
utilized that experi- 
ence throughout his 
time in WCW. 

Hopefully, that’s 
the path K.C. James 
and Idol Stevens will 
take. The tandem has 
its own Jim Cornette 
in Michelle McCool. 
Sure, Michelle might 
not be the managerial 
mind that Corny was, 
but she’s definitely the 
glue to hold the team 
together. And you 
can’t picture K.C. 
without Idol and vice versa. Just like the Express, they’re 
a team that seems made for each other. All three work 
well and realize their place on the card. 

We’ve seen other teams step forward and try to 
play the act. M-N-M is a perfect example. For months, 
people expected Johnny Nitro, Joey Mercury, and 
Melina to be WWE’s next wave of tag specialists. 
However, when Raw came calling, Nitro jumped, and 
the rest is singles history. James and Stevens can be 
the team that takes the reins of the tag division and 
shows what it means to be true specialists in the field. 

It couldn't come at a better time. With so many peo- 
ple wondering what the problem is with Smackdown, 
we may finally get some solutions. The brand’s biggest 
problem is a lack of well-rounded cards. It seems to be 
heavy on some stars while ignoring others. People are 
brought up too soon without any rhyme or reason. One 
day, they’re in OVW. The next day, they’re on the CW 


(a cares Hare) 


M-N-M seemed to know what being a team was all about ... until Raw came calling. Now Nitro is a contender for the 
I-C title with Melina as his sidekick, and Mercury is nowhere to be found. 


Network. Why? Because WWE needs bodies. In many 
cases, it seems to be the only reason when someone 
gets a spot on the roster. 

In the case of Idol and K.C., there is a reason. The 
reason is the Smackdown World tag team champi- 
onship. That’s their only goal. As for winning the gold, 
it’s something that appears to be a matter of “when” 
and not “if.” After all, you can’t hold down a pair of 
specialists, no matter how many singles title tempta- 
tions you throw their way. 

In the end, the honor of bringing prestige back to 
World Wrestling Entertainment’s tag team ranks is 
something much more appealing than a three-week 
run with the U.S. title or something like that. 
Hopefully, Stevens, James, and McCool recognize 
that. At this point in their careers, it can mean the dif- 
ference between creating a legacy and becoming the 
next Marty Jannetty. oO 
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FROM BELL 


lives of most pro wrestlers are radically different 

from the lives of most people. When you consider 
how many giants, midgets, enhanced women, and 
superhuman-looking men populate Planet Wrestling, 
it's an obvious statement. Wrestlers differ from the 
majority of the populace in another significant aspect: 
the factor that pain plays in their daily lives. The con- 
trast seemed most evident to me when | saw a recent 
television commercial for a pain-relieving medication 
that stated, “No one should have to live with pain.” 

Anyone who has spent even a few minutes 
between the ropes or down on the mat with a wres- 
tler will tell you that pain is part of the game. By that, 
they are referring to the physical pain endured during 


[:: SURE YOU won't be surprised to read that the 


(Editor's Note: Mike Quackenbush, who has held numerous titles in the United States and beyond, 
files reports on the life of an independent wrestler seeking to make an impact on the business. In 
this issue, he discusses the physical obstacles in the daily lives of independent and major league 
wrestlers and the corresponding risk of drug dependency.) 


the application of any number of moves or holds. A 
correctly applied triangle choke or a high-impact 
suplex packs quite a bit of punishment, no matter 
how big or strong the wrestlers might be. It is that 
kind of pain those of us in the business of profession- 
al wrestling train to deal with, and it is somewhat 
part of our routine. 

Granted, there are some who abuse their bodies 
more than others. Sabu, the ECW icon and a leg- 
endary figure in the sport, has smashed chairs, 
crashed through tables, and destroyed all manner of 
furniture during his career—and you can see the 
scars about his body every time he steps through the 
curtain. There is, of course, the pain you would imag- 
ine: the instant pain of being driven through a table, 


Most fans are under the impression that the majority of the pain their favorite wrestlers feel is upon initial impact. 
Extreme legend Sabu knows the pain is constant, frustrating, and sometimes debilitating. 
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or smacked upside the head with a folding chair. You 
can see that sort of pain expressed on the faces of 
wrestlers every week on television. That is the kind of 
pain the fans see. 

What our fans don’t see, generally speaking, is 
everyday pain. This was most publicly illustrated in 
the documentary Beyond The Mat, which plainly 
showed the difficulty Terry Funk has in getting out of 
bed on a daily basis. Years of wrestling’s physical toll 
have resulted in the cumulative pain he experiences 
continuously. Hard-fought matches and epic battles 
have wreaked havoc on his once-strong frame. 

The idea that “no one should live with pain” is tan- 
tamount to comedy in a wrestling context, because 
most pros constantly live with pain. We work through 
pain, and we expect to cope with it as a regular part of 
life. Those with the most demanding travel schedules 
have even less chance to recuperate, and that means 
carrying an injury from one match to the next, with the 
potential of making it even worse. Even uninjured 
wrestlers feel the cumulative pain of getting bumped 
and bounced around the ring night in and night out, 
with a hard travel schedule and few opportunities to 
have a healthy diet and good nights of sleep. 

It should come as no surprise that pain factors 
most heavily into the lives of WWE performers, who 
often wrestle four or five times a week, typically in a 
different city every time. This schedule, this lifestyle, 
takes its toll in quick fashion and can break down the 
bodies of gifted competitors in prime condition. Those 
that demand of themselves performances of the high- 
est caliber tax their bodies even further. One of the 
results of this, and possibly the scariest of results, has 
come to light in recent months. 

A publicly issued statement from Kurt Angle’s 
agent acknowledged the Olympian’s addiction use of 
painkillers and similar medications. This was issued 
around the same time as Angle’s departure from WWE 
in August 2006. Perhaps there were those who read 
this statement from Angle’s agent and found them- 
selves in utter shock. To those in wrestling, though, it 
was anything but shocking, and to pretend that it was 
is an effort to save face. The pain and punishment that 
WWE performers endure, not just in their four or five 
weekly matches, but every morning, day, and night, 
would be impossible to properly describe or convey. 
Even the most muscular wrestlers with the greatest 
stamina can be worn down by the daily abuse. 


Co oe 


With his departure from WWE in August, Kurt Angle revealed that he had 
been putting on a brave face for far too long and that his body needed a 
break from WWE's constant schedule—as well as from his dependence on 


prescription painkillers. 


Everyone copes with his or her pain differently. Not 
everyone needs prescription pain medicines or physi- 
cal therapy to get their bodies feeling 100 percent 
again. To those who think it’s fair to wag their conde- 
scending fingers at Kurt Angle, or others like him, | 
must say that neither you nor | are in any position to 
judge. I’ve never trained myself into such a class that | 
could capture an Olympic gold medal. Nor have | per- 
formed at such a level that I’ve been given the oppor- 
tunity to be in a WrestleMania main event. Who else 
can relate to Angle’s amazing accomplishments? 

Most of us could not, even if we dedicated the rest 
of our lives to that goal. Even if we had, our judgment 
should not be of Angle, but of the schedule and condi- 
tions that rewarded him with such incredible pain, day 
in and day out, that he needed medication just to do 
his job. If we want to see problems of this nature dis- 
appear from the business of pro wrestling, our scruti- 
ny should fall not only on the performers, but also on 
what is asked of them. Oo 


In this business, announcements 
that are supposed to “change the face of pro wrestling 
forever” seem to come around every six months or so, 
and just about every one of those so-called blockbuster 
announcements tends to be far more sizzle than steak, 
in this reporter's humble opinion. §]When TNA hinted that 
it had a major cat in the bag, the rumors started swirling. 
The fact that Vince Russo had returned to the creative 
team was already well-known among insiders, and, 
quite frankly, Russo’s return really doesn’t qualify as a 
big deal in 2006. Other names bandied about were Chris 


Hardcore Holly 
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Jericho and Bill Goldberg, and while both would certainly 
create some immediate interest, | couldn’t see either of 
them living up to the kind of hype. §jBut Kurt Angle sur- 
passes the hype. {jl supposed Angle’s jump to TNA 
shouldn’t have come as a surprise, but somehow it still 
did. Angle is as fierce a competitor as you're likely to find 
in any sport. He lives to wrestle. When WWE released 
him and took that outlet away from him, it was a crush- 
ing blow. §jIn TNA, Kurt has an opportunity to wrestle 
some formidable opponents—such as Samoa Joe, Sting, 
and Jeff Jarrett—while easing his travel schedule, 
allowing his injuries to heal, and 
enjoying some time with his fam- 
ily. Angle gives TNA the spark it 
so desperately needs to establish 
it as a major-league promotion in 
the public eye. | just hope TNA 
management is wise enough to 
not let Kurt push himself too hard 
at a very critical juncture of his 
career—and his life. 


No, Matt 

Brock didn’t hop on a flight to the 
Land of the Rising Sun for the big 
Japanese tour, but | did manage 
to connect with Bob Holly by cell 
phone as he was somewhere 
between the airport and the hotel 
there. I’ve always had a soft spot 
for ol’ Hardcore Holly. He’s an 
old-fashioned, no-nonsense 
fighter, and that can be refresh- 
ing in wrestling these days. He 
has been called a lot of things 
during his career—a bully, a 
thug, ill-tempered—but no one 
would question his toughness. 
During this tour, Bob was 
scheduled to make his return to 
the ring after suffering a scary 
laceration to his back during a 
» match with Rob Van Dam. Holly 
# was in severe pain, but he was 
able to wrestle through it and 
turned in a memorable—albeit 
| losing—effort. It was all the more 
impressive considering that he 


| WITH MATT BROCK 


battled a potentially life-threatening staph infection earli- 
er this year. §]”Don’t make a big deal about me, Matt,” 
Holly said, with the sounds of chattering Japanese com- 
ing through in the background as he waited for his lug- 
gage. “I’m a big boy. Injuries happen in wrestling, and a 
little gash on the back is a heck of a lot better compared 
to some of the other injuries I’ve had. I’m just looking for- 
ward to getting back in there and laying the hurt on 
someone else.” §|Holly teamed with The Big Show in a 
loss to Triple-H and Shawn Michaels in the main event in 
Tokyo. I’ve got a feeling Holly will be seeing more main 
events stateside soon. And, with his attitude, | think he'll 
win his share of them. 


Put WWE in La-La Land (not to 
be confused with Larry Land for my fellow old-timers), 
and weird things happen. WWE had a Supershow taping 
at the Staples Center tonight. John Cena beat up some 
goofball by the name of Kevin 
Federline, who | guess is 
some sort of rapper or some- 
thing. The crowd sure didn’t 
like him, but maybe that’s 
just because he was hanging 
out with Johnny Nitro and 
Melina. Umaga absolutely 
slaughtered some pasty guys 
from Jackass. | don’t know 
what Jackass is, but | 
couldn't come up with a bet- 
ter name for those boys if | 
tried. Cryme Tyme debuted, 
and the crowd seemed to 
love the two street hoodlums. 
I’m still trying to figure that 
one out. {jLet’s put it this 
way: I’ve never felt more out 
of place at a wrestling show 
in my life, and I’ve seen a lot 
of wrestling over the years. 

On the upside, Triple-H and 
Randy Orton wrestled a heck 
of a match, and I’m excited to 
see this next chapter in their 
feud, especially now that 
Orton has found a new ally in 
Edge. Things should get 
interesting. 


Soi ae 


Claudio Castagnoli & Chris Hero 


Claudio Castagnoli and Chris 
Hero call themselves “The Kings Of Wrestling.” After 
tonight, they can also call themselves the CZW tag team 


champions. {|For my money, Hero and Castagnoli are 
the most entertaining team in wrestling today. They 
defeated Beef Wellington and Excalibur, Human 
Tornado and Ruckus, and the makeshift team of Justice 
Pain and Human Tornado to win the title in a tourna- 
ment here in the old ECW Arena. §”You didn’t really 
think there was a chance of one of those other teams 
beating us, did you, Matty?” Hero asked me later that 
night. Given the way things work here in CZW, where 
interference, weapons, and lunacy tend to be the rule 
rather than the exception, | think anything could hap- 
pen. Hell, there was a chance / could have walked out 
of here with a title belt. But I’m glad to see Hero and 
Castagnoli get the win. Both of them have a shining 
future ahead of them in this business. Oo 


LARRY SW EEN £ Y 


aspiring professionals grow up being inspired by one 

person, one wrestler whose excellence lights a spark in 
their hearts, and then they follow the path their hero has set. 
When “Sweet ’n’ Sour” Larry Sweeney stepped into the ring for 
the first time, in May 2004, he was fulfilling his dream of follow- 
ing in the footsteps of ... “Playboy” Buddy Rose? The 271- 
pound flabby guy who always made the ring announcer say he 
weighed 217? 

“That's right, baby!” boomed Sweeney, combing his hair 
and gazing at his reflection in the mirror backstage after a Pro 
Wrestling Entertainment show in Pennsylvania. “Wrestlers like 
‘The Playboy,’ who were 100 percent class, and champions like 
‘Loverboy’ Dennis Condrey and ‘Nature Boy’ Buddy Landell, 
who put long miles on their Cadillacs driving those two-lane 
highways, riding the loop seven days a week, and still showed 
up looking better than anybody else in town. Those are the men 
who inspired Larry Sweeney to enter the squared circle. What 
does the name ‘Hollywood’ John Tatum bring to mind? King of 
the world, baby! All of them were. And I’m following right along 
in their footsteps.” 

Sweeney might be far away from being “king of the world,” but 
his tenure in the ring so far is impressive, to say the least. He 
trained at the CHIKARA Wrestle Factory in Philadelphia, a school 
known for stressing international styles. Sweeney, though, wrestles 
in a pure old-school American style. After a flurry of bionic elbows, 
Sweeney often looks to employ a piledriver or “’68 Comeback 
Special” (a combination neckbreaker and DDT) to finish off his 
opponents. In his brief wrestling career, Sweeney has become 
known as much for his outlandish interviews as his in-ring work. 
Whenever a microphone is around, no one is safe from hearing 
Sweeney’s high opinion of himself. In his words, he’s “the sweet- 
looking guy with the sour attitude.” 

Since his debut in May 2004, he has wrestled in numerous 
American independent promotions, including CHIKARA, Pro 
Wrestling Entertainment, IWA Mid-South, International 
Wrestling Cartel, and Pro Wrestling Guerrilla, and he has also 
competed in Canada and Mexico. With only a few matches to 
his credit, Sweeney defeated the more experienced Jigsaw, 
Shane Storm, and Chris Hero in a tournament to win the 
CHIKARA Young Lions Cup in July 2004. After a losing streak 
that saw him drop the Cup several months later, Sweeney trav- 
eled to Portland, Oregon, to seek the advice and counsel of two 
of his lifelong idols. 

““Playboy’ Buddy Rose and Col. DeBeers are two of the 
smartest and craftiest men to have ever graced the ring,” said 


B THEY BREAK into the world of wrestling, most 
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Sweeney. “The wisdom these two possess couldn’t be 
held in a dozen encyclopedias. After seeing my in-ring 
style and all-around finesse, Buddy looked me straight 
in the eye and paid me the greatest compliment a vet- 
eran of his stature could when he said, ‘Kid, you’re old 
school.’ We had a long session in the ring and an even 
longer one at the local buffet afterward. With their input 
and advice, | knew | was equipped with the tools to 
carry me a long, long way.” 

It seems that Sweeney’s intuition was proven to be 
correct. It was not long after meeting with Rose and 
DeBeers that Sweeney scored one of the biggest wins 
of his career when he defeated respected veteran Glen 
Osborne for the PWE heavyweight title belt. 

Yet that is not Sweeney’s most famous accomplish- 
ment. Randy Orton recruited Larry Sweeney to play the 
part of Nick Hogan in an “Orton Knows Best” segment 
on Raw. Orton humiliated Sweeney during the seg- 
ment, but, for “Sweet ’n’ Sour,” a gig on WWE televi- 
sion was a can’t-miss opportunity. “I thrive in the 
spotlight, and those WWE lights are brighter than any 
other,” he said. “| made Orton look good out there. 
And he looked good because | looked good!” 

You can trust Sweeney when he says competing in 
WWE is his goal, but don’t take his entire resume too 
seriously. What about that ICW/ICWA Texarkana TV 
championship, Larry? He claims to have won the title 
in a tournament held in Shreveport, Louisiana, though 
that claim cannot be verified. 

“There is only one crown jewel in the Mississippi 
Delta, and that is the belt that is wrapped around my 
waist,” Sweeney said, strapping on the belt to admire 
his figure in the mirror. “This title is a big deal, just 
like Larry Sweeney is a big deal. I’m a fighting cham- 
pion, and |’ll defend this belt anytime there are televi- 
sion cameras around.” 

Even with cameras present to record his every 
move, Sweeney has been known to do almost any- 
thing to keep his belt. Despite employing numerous 
underhanded and questionable 
tactics, Sweeney still lost the belt 
on several occasions, only to win 
it back one way or another soon 
thereafter. He is currently a 
seven-time holder of the Tex- 
arkana title belt. 


Se 


“Sweet 'n’ Sour” Larry Sweeney is touring the indies in the footsteps of 
“Playboy” Buddy Rose, “Loverboy” Dennis Condrey, “Nature Boy” Buddy 
Landell, and “Hollywood” John Tatum. 


“Jerry ‘The King’ Lawler was a 35-time USWA heavy- 
weight champion, and | don’t think | could ever have more 
reigns than that,” said Sweeney. “But you never know.” 

Maybe not, but one thing is for sure: “Sweet ’n’ Sour” 
Larry Sweeney will be making quite an impact in the com- 
ing years, whether he’s in the Mississippi Delta, 
Pennsylvania, or WWE. 0 


WHATEVER 


BY MIKE LANO 


other champion, from 1959 to 1976. 
Dynamite Kid, Satoru Sayama (Tiger Mask), and 

Called the “World’s Most Dangerous Man” before Ken —_Jushin Liger grew up idolizing him. But he was no high- 
Shamrock was born, it’s unusual to see Danny Hodge’s _flyer—just the most skilled multi-time NCAA amateur 
giant, double-tendoned hands that once crushed objects and Olympic grappler in history. “| was pretty small 
now used for delicate construction, rather than destruc- | compared to most, but made up for it in strength and 
tion. Already inducted into seven wrestling halls of fame, conditioning,” remembers Hodge. “They still call me the 
Hodge dominated the junior heavyweight division like no ‘toughest pro-wrestler ever.’ Anyone stuck in the ring 
with me knew they had to wrestle, whether 
they wanted to or not.” 

An Oklahoma native, Hodge began 
wrestling as a teen, setting records at Perry 
High School and University of Oklahoma, 
undefeated in 46 bouts. At the 1952 Olym- 
pics in Finland, Hodge—at only 19 years of 
age—became the youngest wrestler to ever 
compete for the U.S., placing fifth. In 1956, 
within days of becoming a junior in college, 
he took his third NCAA and National AAU 
championships in both Greco-Roman and 
freestyle, winning every bout by pinfall. At 
the 1956 Olympics in Australia, he received 
the silver medal after losing a controversial 
match in the finals. “| was on both freestyle 
and Greco-Roman teams, which caught 
Sports Illustrated’s eye,” Hodge said. “| was 
the first wrestler ever on their cover, long 
before Hulk Hogan.” 

Hodge later was recruited into boxing, 
winning the Golden Gloves nationals. “I’m the 
only one undefeated in both amateur boxing 
and wrestling,” he noted. “I knocked out 26 
consecutively and took nationals at Madison 
Square Garden. But | later left pro boxing after 
eight wins because they avoided paying me.” 

In 1959, promoter Leroy McGuirk told 
Hodge that he would make more money as a 
pro wrestler. A former junior heavyweight 
champion himself, McGuirk’s Louisiana- 
Oklahoma promotion showcased juniors 
prominently. In later years, Hodge would help 
train Bruiser Brody and Stan Hansen there. 

On July 22, 1960, Hodge beat Angelo 
8 Savoldi to win his first of seven NWA World 
junior heavyweight titles. For 16 years, 
Hodge dominated that championship and 


Danny Hodge was known for his double-tendoned hands that came in handy against his opponents, efended the belt globally. 
Here he uses his strength against Tokyo Joe in St. Louis, Missouri, during a November 1973 match. “Most groups recognized my title, and | 
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flew everywhere to meet the best,” said Hodge. 
“Sometimes | wrestled the giants when they ran out of 
juniors and even had heavyweight title matches with 
Gene Kiniski, Dory Funk Jr., Jack Brisco, and even U.S. 
champ Bobo Brazil. The toughest ever, pound-for- 
pound, was Mad Dog Vachon. | wrestled him in the 
AWA, just an incredible athlete.” 

Hodge brought as much prestige and credibility to 
the NWA junior heavyweight belt as Thesz did for the 
heavyweight version. “Lou and | were lifelong friends,” 
Hodge said. “The NWA felt comfortable with us as world 
champions because we could handle ourselves. | can’t 
remember how many matches we had, but I’m the only 
one to legitimately pin him. | beat Lou in 1968 at 
Korakuen Hall and Sumo Palace.” 

Japan holds a special place in Hodge’s heart. In addi- 
tion to his singles triumphs there, Hodge teamed with 
Wilbur Snyder to beat the legendary team of Shohei Baba 


Days spent working out, fishing, hunting, and on his front porch carving a 
variety of wooden crafts have made Hodge a happy man during his retirement. 
He has been especially happy and grateful to have such supportive fans. 


and Antonio Inoki. Hodge was also highly respected in 
Mexico, where he led the way in establishing weight 
classes in wrestling. 

“Danny laid the groundwork for all smaller guys, espe- 
cially in Japan and Mexico, proving we were just as 
skilled and exciting,” Rey Mysterio Jr. once commented. 
“Before Angle, he was our Olympic and college legend.” 

In the end, it wasn’t Hiro Matsuda or Sputnik Monroe 
or some other rival who forced him to retire. On March 
15, 1976, two months away from his 44th birthday, 
Hodge suffered a severely broken neck in a car wreck 
that nearly killed him. Warm air from his car heater 
caused him to become drowsy as he was driving in the 
early morning hours. At 3 a.m., Hodge’s car hit a bridge 
and plunged into the water. Somehow, Hodge escaped 
through a tiny opening in a window of the crumpled vehi- 
cle and painfully swam to shore. 

Hodge was lucky to be alive. As with Steve Austin, 
doctors told Hodge if he took one more serious neck- 
bump, he’d be paralyzed for life. “I was already tired of 
traveling,” he said, “but, if the accident hadn’t hap- 
pened, I'd still be wrestling, like the Funks and Abdullah 
the Butcher. 

“| was privileged to wrestle repeatedly around the 
world and meet so many people from all walks of life. | 
still follow TV wrestling, and I’m impressed by so many 
today. Obviously, Kurt Angle reminds me of myself: will- 
ing to fight anyone, no matter how big. | also watch 
mixed martial arts.” 

Today, Hodge carves wood on his front porch, and his 


—_ so = 


daughter, Linda, paints the wrestling crafts, large toys, 
furniture, and trunks that he builds. The hands that once 
crushed pliers now use tools to create everyday items 
with an artistic twist. 

“Many of my friends in the business want my 
wrestling-themed Christmas ornaments, and | get a lot 
of requests for my recent amateur wrestling movie, 
One More Shot. | still work out to stay in shape, and | 
fish and hunt.” 

Hodge has two sons, a daughter, and nine grandchil- 
dren. “Too bad my grandkids think they’re too small for 
WWE, having inherited my genes, but two wrestled for 
Perry High School, making it three generations of Hodges 
who have wrestled there. Whenever my wife, Dolores, 
and | go to the National or World championships, they 
ask me to teach wrestling clinics. All our vacations 
involve wrestling. Besides amateur, | also teach whenev- 
er WWE tours nearby, as a part-time agent. | demon- 
strate holds and takedowns to today’s wrestlers, and 
they’re very respectful.” Indeed, Jim Ross acknowledges 
the reverence that Hodge, the 1996 recipient of the PW/ 
Editors’ (now Stanley Weston) Award, always receives 
from WWE athletes. 

Danny Hodge appreciates the fans who have followed 
his amazing career. He thanks them for supporting 
wrestling, which he calls “the greatest sport ever.” 

Mike Lano co-hosts NBC’s national Wrestling 
Professor radio show and is the longtime photograph- 
er for the Cauliflower Alley Club. Oo 


May 1994: Guerrero’s penchant for lying, 
cheating, and stealing begins within the 
first month of his debut, as he proudly 
steals Tornado Negro’s mask. Like his 
famous father and uncles, Guerrero 
became well-versed in lucha libre before 
mastering the American style. 


i [INSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 


SPOTLIGHT 


wrestling. Von Erich, Hart, and Funk, all elicit mem- 

ories of tremendous matches and memorable 
wrestlers. There is another dynasty, often missing from this 
list, but one that has given as much to the wrestling 
world—the Guerrero family. Tragically, there is only one 
active wrestler left of the family that ruled southern Texas 
and Mexico. That man is Chavo Guerrero Jr. ... Began his 
career in 1994, but it wasn’t until he arrived in WCW, joining 
his beloved uncle, Eddie Guerrero, that the world took notice 
of the talented luchador ... Debuted in a dark match at 
Nitro against Lord Steven Regal (now William Regal) ... 
Impressed WCW management enough to get more work 
with the company ... A mid-carder from the start in WCW, 
he was a consistent wrestler in the ring ... Although the 
WCW creative team didn’t incorporate him into many story- 
lines, he wrestled his heart out ... Eventually found himself 
in a feud with Eddie ... Eddie tried to get his nephew to fol- 
low his ways of lying, cheating, and stealing ... Chavo’s 
refusal led to their first confrontation ... Eddie would get 
violently disappointed with Chavo, and the abuse began to 
take its toll on the younger Guerrero ... Chavo quickly 
slipped into madness and began carrying a toy horse, which 
he’d named Pepé, to the ring with him ... Wore shirts that 
read “Eddie Guerrero is my favorite wrestler” and struggled 
to beat him, which caused him even more mental and emo- 
tional instability ... Eddie played on Chavo’s mental weak- 
ness, even banning him from his newly formed Latino World 
Order ... Chavo was the only luchador in WCW not wel- 
come in the group ... The feud rapidly came to an end, with 
Eddie moving to the WWF with The Radicals ... Chavo (still 
“insane”) faced Norman Smiley ... The feud with Smiley 
was not a high point for Guerrero, as he lost Pepé when 
Smiley threw him into a wood chipper ... Won the WCW 
Cruiserweight championship on two occasions ... Joined 
the stable known as Misfits in Action (MIA) toward the final 
days of WCW ... Thanks to his reputation as being mentally 
unstable, was given a code name within the group 
Lieutenant Loco ... Helped MIA get one of its few champi- 
onships while accompanied by Major Gunns, and was 
joined by Gen. Rection (Bill DeMott), Private Stash (Van 
Hammer), and others ... In addition to winning the cruiser- 
weight belt, was a co-holder of the WCW World tag team 
title with fellow misfit Corporal Cajun (a.k.a. Lash LeRoux) 
... Ashort time later, WCW shut down operations and was 
purchased by the WWF ... Was one of the first WCW stars 


T HERE ARE MANY family dynasties in professional 


‘CHAVO GUERRERO JR. | fen8 


August 1999: Chavo tries to cinch up a hammerlock before Chris 
Benoit twists out of the hold at a WCW house show. Guerrero 
adapted to WWE so well because he had already wrestled many of 
the same opponents in WCW. 


June 1998: Chavo Jr. takes Eddie over with a flying headscissors en route to —_ two captured the Smackdown World tag team titles on two 
pinning him at WCW’s Great American Bash. It was his biggest win to date. occasions, but their success didn’t last Chavo became 


angry with Eddie for appearing to choose his singles career 
to sign with the WWF _ over the team ... Turned against Eddie, and the team split 


The upstanding Chavo wanted no part of his uncle’s diabolical schemes. 


Joined the — ... Wentso far as to bring in his father, Chavo Sr., who sup- 
McMahons’ company __ ported his son’s subsequent heel turn ... The two Chavos 
as a mid-card wrestler, | made a great impact on the cruiserweight division ... 
but was not given a Chavo Jr. won the title quickly, but injuries kept him side- 
role in the WCW/ECW 
Alliance invasion of the 
WWF ... Gone was his 
insane character, and it 
appeared that he had 
lost some of his drive 
and heart for the busi- 
ness ... Assigned to be 
one of the trainers 
when the WWF started 
a new season of the 
successful MTV reality 
series Tough Enough 
... This role catapulted 
him back into the pub- 
lic eye and up the lad- 
der at WWE ... Re- 
turned to the main 
WWE roster shortly 
after his Tough Enough 
experience, wrestling 
on Smackdown 
Joined his uncle, Eddie, forming the tag team Los Guerreros June 2000: Guerrero, during his bizarre run as Lt. Loco in the 
... This time around, utilized the lying, cheating, stealing Misfits in Action, shows off his WCW cruiserweight belt shortly 
tactics that made his uncle famous ... They would ride to after winning it from Daffney. Considering that he beat Jacquelyn 


Z 5 : for the WWE cruiserweight title four years later, Guerrero must 
the ring together in low-riders ... Fans loved them ... The _ hold the male record for title victories over women. 
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November 2002: Chavo Jr. \ 


& ; y cofibeting under bis real 
name cuerrerd. hoists’ éx-.! = . 
Mth teammate Lash : 


LeRoux (formerly known 
as Corporal Cajun) over 


y his shoulder during a 
See WOW crufsorwolght itt 
defense. After several 
month the 


qi 


lined on and off for the better part of a year ... After return- 
ing to the ring and winning the belt again, he was soon 
injured and out of action ... WWE released “Chavo Classic,” 
and Chavo Jr. was traded to Raw ... Underwent one of the 


September 2002: By now a veteran, Guerrero 
had enough smarts to dominate a young John ae 
Cena during this Smackdown match, nailing 


him with a dropkick. Guerrero was a solid 
hand for WWE after WCW's demise, but he 
didn’t have a breakthrough moment during 
those early years. 


most bizarre character changes in 
WE history ... Felt that his Latin her- 
itage was keeping him down, despite 
his tag team and cruiserweight cham- 
pionships ... Renounced his ethnic 
origins, adopting the Caucasian per- 
sona “Kerwin White” ... Kerwin was 
racist, leading to a feud with Shelton 
Benjamin ... Benjamin consistently 
beat Guerrero, leading to his decision 
to hire a caddie/manager/tag team 
partner named Nick Nemeth (now the 
Spirit Squad’s Nicky) ... The two often 
attacked Benjamin, but were never 
able to get the upper hand in the feud 
... The storyline was left unresolved in 
November 2005 when Chavo found his 
uncle, Eddie Guerrero, dead ... 
Immediately dropped the Kerwin White 
gimmick ... Along with Rey Mysterio 
Jr., began dedicating their matches to 
Eddie’s memory ... Kept losing 
=| matches while Rey won everything, 
3 including the Smackdown World 
championship ... Even Randy Orton, 
who was feuding with Mysterio and 
degrading Eddie’s memory at every 
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opportunity, defeated the remain- 
ing Guerrero ... Chavo an- 
nounced that he would be 
wrestling his old rival, Shelton 
Benjamin, for the Intercontinental 
championship and once again 
dedicated the match to Eddie’s 


memory ... Lost to Benjamin 
again after being attacked by 
Orton ... Announced his retire- 
ment from WWE ... Stayed away 
for only a short while ... Ac- : 
companied Mysterio to the ring a pe bd, 
for several weeks, often interfer- July 2006: Vickie Guerrero admonishes Chavo for his treatment of Mysterio. Despite all of the 
ing in his matches ... When finger pointing, Vickie eventually agreed to become Chavo’s business manager. Would Eddie 
Mysterio caught Guerrero cheat- have approved of their dealings? 
ing and instructed him to stop, it erupted into a violent feud — feud ... She, however, soon showed her true colors, hitting 
... They fought several matches against each other, all Mysterio with a chair, aligning herself with her late hus- 
over who was more richly honoring Eddie’s memory ... band’s nephew ... Guerrero and Mysterio continued to 
Eddie’s widow, Vickie, was caught in the middle of the _ battle over Eddie’s memory, exchanging victories ... Vickie 
— was instrumental in Chavo’s success over his former friend 
May 2004: “Chavo Classic” wins the WWE cruis- ... Their feud led to an intense “! quit” match on the 
erweight title when he accidentally pinned Spike October 20, 2006, edition of Smackdown ... Chavo tied 
gti an he omen ence me Mysterio to the TitanTron and beat him viciously with a 
sures his father that he is the rightful titleholder, chair ... Mysterio quit, prompting his departure from 
Smackdown and ending their feud ... With Mysterio out of 
the way, it looks as if Chavo will finally be able to move for- 
ward, nearly a year after Eddie’s death ... No longer the 
“other” Guerrero, his star is sure to rise on Smackdown ... 
What his future holds is uncertain, but he is a talented per- 
former, driven to be the best he can be ... Alone, Guerrero 
will carry forth the bright torch of his family’s legacy. Oo 


=" August 2006: Chavo Jr. stuns Mysterio with a rapid forearm during their 
grudge match at SummerSlam. Vickie Guerrero’s presence at ringside 
cost Mysterio the bout, prompting Chavo to proclaim, “I’m a Guerrero!” 


with Benoit and Mysterio Jr.—induct his late uncle into the WWE Hall of 
Fame. It was a bittersweet moment for the entire Guerrero family. 
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combination issue 


x 

Vol. 1, 2004: 
Cover Story—The Wrestler: “The 
Billion-Dollar Reason Triple-H Was Traded 
Back To Raw!” 60-Minute Interview: 
Rick Steamboat. Also Inside: Trish- 
Christian, Ring of Honor, Raw vs. 
Smackdown, Super 8. 

Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: 
"The Dead Man’s Last Will: What The 
Undertaker Must Do Before He Deep- 
Sixes His Career.” Also Inside: Paul 
Heyman, Orton-Foley, Jackie-Rico, 
Johnny Nitro, Sylvester Terkay, Jillian 
Hall, Akio & Sakoda, Garrison Cade, 
Matt Cappotelli, the Bashams, Sonny 
Siaki, Sonjay Dutt. 


Please send me 


combination issues I’ve checked 
below. | have enclosed a check or money order for 
$9.95, payable to London Publishing Co., for each 
issue | am ordering (shipping and handling included). 


(J Triple-H/Undertaker (Vol. 1, 2004) 
(| Angle/Edge (Vol. 2, 2005) 
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Vol. 2, 2005: 

Cover Story—The Wrestler: 
“The Angle Zone: Enter At Your Own 
Risk!” 60-Minute Interview: Bob 
Orton Jr. Also Inside: Booker T, 
Michoels-Christian, A.J. Styles, Ray 
“Big Bossman” Traylor. 

Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: 
“Edge Of Insanity! Has He Ruined His 
Future?” Also Inside: Scott D'Amore, 
Paul London, Orlando Jordan, Joey 
Matthews, Kim Neilson, Kenny Bolin, 
Dunn & Marcos, Simon Dean, Mana, 
Kane-Snitsky, Magnus & Daivari, Pat 
Kenney. 


_) Angle/Christian (Vol. 5, 2006) 
|] Misterio/Sting (Vol. 7, 2006) 


SEND TO: 


London Publishing Co. 


Box 910 


Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


' [ Hogan/WM 21 (Vol. 3, 2005) 


Vol. 3, 2005: 

Cover Story—The Wrestler: “Ho- 
gon Steals WrestleMania!” 60-Min- 
ute Interview: Terry Funk. Also 
Inside: Cornette vs. Heenan, Petey 
Williams, 10 unforgettable Wrestle- 
Mania moments. 

Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: 
“WrestleMania 21: The Real Winners & 
Losers.” Also Inside: Alexis Laree, 
Lance Hoyt, Shane Twins, Jack Evans, 
Val Venis, Arch Kincaid, Mike Mondo, 
Alere Littlefeather, Jeff Hammond, 
0.C. Boyz, Shawn Michaels, 


Please indicate method of payment: 
[| Check or money order 
(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


MasterCard 


1) VISA 


Vol. 5, 2006: 

Cover Story—The Wrestler: “Our 
Demand To The 10C: Strip Angle OF His 
Medal!” 60-Minute Interview: 
George Steele. Also Inside: Randy 
Orton, Bobby Lashley, Ken Kennedy. 
Inside Wrestling: “Christian's TNA 
Gamble: If He Wins, Everybody Wins.” 
Also Inside: Aaron Stevens, Homi- 
cide, Boogeyman, Raven-Riley, Talia & 
April, Rory & Robbie McAlister, Colt 
Cabana, Mickie James. 
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Vol. 7, 2006: 

Cover Story—The Wrestler: Rey 
Misterio Jr.: Too Much Man For His Own 
Good? 60-Minute Interview: J.J. 
Dillon, Also Inside: Kane, Styles- 
Daniels-Joe, Teddy Hart. Inside 
Wrestling: “Sting Or Steve: The 
Makeup On A Man Or ... The Make 
Up Of A Man. Also Inside: Brent 
Albright, Nottie Neidhart, Paul 
Birchall, Jay Lethal, Bobby Roode, 
Jimmy Rave, Ruckus, Kid Kash. 
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C.M. Punk was one of the biggest stars on 

the independent wrestling scene. Through 
word of mouth and his willingness to take indy dates 
anywhere and everywhere, Punk forged a national 
reputation before a brief stint in TNA a couple of 
years ago. He thrived in Ring of Honor and other 
indies that granted him freedom—both creatively and 
inside the ring. Punk’s successful stint in Ohio Valley 
Wrestling convinced WWE management that he would 
be a good fit for the revived ECW brand. 

Punk hasn't disappointed. In a short period of 
time, the Chicago native has become, arguably, the 
most popular fan favorite not to have competed in the 
original incarnation of the promotion. Almost immedi- 
ately, he won over the notoriously skeptical and diffi- 
cult-to-please ECW crowds. That’s a feat few big- 
name WWE wrestlers have accomplished in their 
ECW sojourns. 

Fans appreciate Punk’s enormous talent in the 
ring and the fact that he presents what is essentially 
an unaffected version of his real-life personality. 
Punk doesn’t pretend to be someone who defies the 
conventions of society and the drug-taking segments 
of American counterculture. As a real-life devotee of 
the “straight edge” subculture, Punk speaks from the 
heart in interviews. In the ring, Punk—the same 
young man who was fired from Underwriters Labatory 
for lacking work ethic and having a bad attitude— 
never mails in a match performance. It’s obvious that 
he derives joy from wrestling. 

Punk recently took time out of his busy schedule 
to speak with Contributing Writer Bill Meltzer. The 
wrestler spoke out on his move to ECW, his relation- 
ship with the fans, his opinions of other wrestlers, 
and the meaning of his many colorful tattoos. 


B EFORE HIS ARRIVAL in ECW, 28-year-old 


You seem well on your way to achieving major 
stardom in ECW. Are you surprised by how 
quickly the ECW fans have embraced you? 

| wouldn’t really say that I’m surprised, but I’m 
definitely gratified. | think that I’m a good fit for 
the spirit of ECW because I’m very straightfor- 
ward about who | am and unapologetic about it. 
ECW fans can spot a phony from a mile away. 
They know who goes all-out and who gives a 
half-assed performance. | worked too hard get- 
ting here to screw things up now. 

Most of your long-time fans have been 
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There’s a reason, according to Punk, why Shannon Moore has failed to gain the admiration of the hardcore ECW audi- 


ence: It takes more than ink, piercings, and a Mohawk to be punk, and Moore, Punk says, just doesn’t get it. 


accepting of your move to ECW because the 
federation always carried the banner as the 
ultimate renegade brand. But there is also a 
handful who view any move to McMahon-land 
as selling out. How do you respond to these 
fans? 

First of all, one of the things that made me fall in 
love with the wrestling business in the first place 
was that here is this group of people who’ve 
always gotten marginalized and ostracized by the 
mainstream—treated like a bunch of idiots who 
aren't legitimate athletes. Say what you will 
about WWE, but it’s never been an organization 
that cares if it gets approval from everyone else. | 
respect that. Second, when the McMahons come 
calling, you’d have to be an idiot to say no to that 
kind of opportunity just to prove a point to other 
people. Third, the only real sellouts in life are 
people who aren’t true to themselves. If | ever felt 
like | wasn’t being true to myself anymore, I’d 
quit. 

There are a lot of mispercep- 

tions out there about what 

the straight edge movement 

really stands for. Is that why 

you spent your early ECW 

promos explaining to fans 


ns 


what you’re all about? 

Wrestling is all about visual images and instant 
identification, so the first impression you make 
on fans is important. If you just looked at me, and 
knew nothing about straight edge, you might get 
the wrong idea. That’s why | introduced myself 
on ECW by saying people shouldn’t let these tat- 
toos fool them. I’m a man of great discipline. | 
don’t drink, | don’t smoke, | don’t do drugs. | 
mean it sincerely when | say my addiction is 
wrestling and my obsession is competition. | go 
out and try to prove it in the ring as best as | pos- 
sibly can. Again, it comes down to a matter of 
being sincere and genuine. 

Is that why Shannon “The Misfit” Moore was 
one of the first people you challenged when 
you came to ECW? 

(Laughs) You mean the ultimate poseur? Being 
punk is more than just getting ink done and get- 
ting pierced. Moore tries to look the part, but no 


one buys into it. His problem is that he’s == 
always been a follower. He followed Jeff 
and Matt Hardy around for years and tried 
to copy them. Then he pretended to be a 
lucha libre wrestler. Then he tried to pawn 
himself off as punk, and everyone saw 
through him. | couldn’t help but point it 
out. 

Speaking of the Hardys, you’ve some- 
times been compared to Jeff Hardy. 
Both of you are young, supremely tal- 
ented, self-styled wrestlers, but obvi- 
ously you took different paths in life. 
How does it feel now that he’s back in 
WWE, doing well on Raw, and you’re a 
breakout star in ECW? Is there any sort 
of unspoken rivalry? A lot of fans would 
consider a Jeff Hardy vs. C.M. Punk 
bout a Match of the Year candidate. 

I’m thrilled for Jeff because it seems like 
he’s gotten his life back together again, and he’s 
rediscovered his love of wrestling. Straight edge, 
at least the way | view it, isn’t about judging 
other people. It’s about rejecting a system that 
judges and pigeonholes other people and offers 
only shame—not help and support—when peo- 
ple cloud their minds and ruin their bodies with 
poison. Straight edge is about rising above all 
that. | have my wrestling to give me purpose. Jeff 
is rediscovering that for himself. On a profession- 
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=| After a short stint in TNA (left), C.M. Punk 
==] returned to ROH, where he held that pro- 
“mie motion’s singles title (below). Punk felt at 
home on the indy scene, but his success in 
ECW has put a smile on his face—and the 
faces of ECW fans. 


al level, it'd be great to challenge Jeff during a 
cross-promotional card. 

| assume you have the same open-minded 
opinion of Rob Van Dam and Sabu? 

Without question. It’s not for me to judge them. In 
the ring, they’re both great. 

During your heel stints, you’ve been fast to say 
you’re better than other people because of your 
straight edge beliefs. Was that simply a case of 
playing the heel to get a rise from the crowd? 


There are some straight edge followers who 
believe the lifestyle makes them superior. To be 
able to say those things, | have to get in touch 
with the anger I’ve felt at different times in my 
life, some of the darkness I’ve seen around me. 
As most people know, my dad was an alcoholic, 
and | saw how much it damages people’s lives 
and families. But, outside the arena, | try not to 
judge people. | think anyone who knows me real- 
izes how much | respect and value this business 
and my fellow wrestlers. This is how | view the 
wrestling world: Don’t be a jerk. Don’t bury other 
people. Be sincere. Don’t talk smack about anoth- 
er wrestler on the Internet. If you have a problem 
with somebody, just stay away from him. Don’t 
start fights in the locker room. Mind your own 
business. You don’t have to be friends to work 
together. If you’re on a card with somebody you 
don’t like, just say hi, shake his hand, and move 
on to the other side of the room. 

Could you tell us about some of your tattoos? 
You’ve said each one has a personal meaning 
for you. 

My tattoos aren’t decorations. They’re declara- 
tions. Each one tells a story about who | am and 
what | stand for. Is there a particular one you 
want to know about? 

Well, to me, one of the most interesting ones 
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Since Punk's ECW debut, he has proven himself against ECW 
originals such as Justin Credible. Credible once held the ECW 
title, and Punk hopes that, one day soon, he will be added to 


that same list of champions, _ 
S. 
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you have—other than the Pepsi logo and the 
straight edge letters—is the one on your right 
biceps that looks like Rosie the Riveter, the 
symbol of women working during World War 
ll. What’s the story behind that one? 

The strongest people in my life have always been 
women, so | can identify with that symbol in my 
everyday life. Specifically, | got that one in honor 
of a close friend in Chicago who worked at a shel- 
ter for battered women. That takes real strength, 
more than I'll ever see in a wrestling ring. 
Hypothetically, if the McMahons or Paul 
Heyman asked you to take part in a storyline 
you didn’t approve of personally, would you 
refuse? 

That’s a hard question to answer. It really all 
depends on what you’re being asked to do. Saying 
no to a promoter is something a lot guys are afraid 
to do. I’m not afraid to say no—there are indy 
promoters and bookers out there who could testify 
to that. The place where | draw the line is where 
you can’t still feel good about yourself as a person 
and a professional afterward. 

One last question, what do the C.M. initials 
stand for? 

Nowadays, it doesn’t stand for anything. | hope it 
stands for “Championship Material.” My goal is to 
wear the gold in ECW. All | need is a chance. Oo 


Singles Or Tag Team? 
The Can't Have If 
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PHOTOS BY LEE SOUTH/TNA WRESTLING 


Can two wrestlers ambitio 
singles glory make a truly ll 
tag team? We know the answer, 
and, since losing the NWA World 
tag team title to The Latin 

merican Exchange, A.J, Styles 
and Christopher Daniels have 
learned a very difficult lesson 


(90000000) 


Styles and Daniels first claimed the NWA tag team title on June 
18, 2006 (above). They dominated the tag team division in TNA 
until they dropped the belts to Homicide and Hernandez on two 
separate occasions. One reason for these losses may very well be 
Styles’ and Daniels’ individual singles title aspirations (left), 
which may be watering down their ambitions as a tag team. 


By Dan Murphy 


jaw with a forearm. Styles responded with an 
elbow strike to Daniels’ jaw that sent spittle flying 
three rows into the crowd. Kneelifts, echoing chops, 
bodyslams, submission locks ... 
And these guys are tag partners? 
“There’s nothing | like better than get- 
ting a chance to push myself against the 
top competition out there, and there’s 
no one better than ‘The Fallen 
Angel,’” Styles said at the Newville 
Knockout 2 card held by the 


C HRISTOPHER DANIELS BLASTED A.J. Styles in the 


La 
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International Wrestling Cartel in August, fol- 
lowing his win over the man with whom he 
recently shared the NWA World tag team 
title. “Besides, it was for a good cause.” 

The proceeds from the event went to the 
Children’s Miracle Network, a non-profit 
organization that raises funds for hospitals 
throughout North America. And, thanks to 
the contributions of Styles, Daniels, Chris 
Sabin, “Superfly” Jimmy Snuka, and the 
full IWC roster, the promotion was able to 
make a nice donation to the group. 

But is it really wise for two tag team 
partners to be so willing to go all-out 
against one another, especially when they 
are in the middle of a dangerous feud 
against LAX in TNA? Their clash at 
Newville Knockout 2 occurred just five 
days after they dropped the belts to LAX. 
Though both Daniels and Styles denied it, 
one can’t help but wonder if they may 
have been venting some of their secret 
frustrations with one another after a dis- 
appointing title loss. 

After all, Styles and Daniels have 
been rivals for years. They have warred 
in TNA, Ring of Honor, and dozens of 
independent promotions throughout the 
United States and Canada. Their rivalry 
has been compared to the legendary 
Ric Flair-Rick Steamboat feud, and 
neither man has ever clearly estab- 
lished dominance over the other. How 
much longer can these two men man- 
age to hold their rivalry in check? 

After losing the title to LAX— 
Hernandez and Homicide—on August 
14, Styles and Daniels regained the 
belts about five weeks later. On 
October 22, Styles and Daniels 
dropped the belts to LAX a second 
time in the “Six Sides Of Steel” at 
Bound for Glory. As talented as they 
are as a team, both still think of 
themselves as singles wrestlers. 
Both want to win the NWA World 
heavyweight title. 

History has shown us time and 
time again that when the goals of 
teammates differ, the team is 
doomed. 

“If anything, wrestling each 
other helps us as a team,” 
Daniels countered. “It’s like spar- 
ring. Sparring partners don’t hate 
each other. They spar, they learn 
from each other, and they 

improve. We each find our own 


48 LINSIDE WRESTLING/THE ae 


The challenges LAX has presented the Styles/Daniels dream team are unlike anything 
they have ever faced. They may need to stop fighting against each other in singles match- 
es to focus their attention on their team. How else will they avoid being beaten to bloody 
pulps (above) or strung up by their feet and hit like pinatas (below)? 


With the guidance of Konnan (center), Hernandez (left) and Homicide (right) 
have taken the NWA tag team straps from Styles and Daniels on two occa- 
sions. The momentum in this feud is certainly on their side. 


strengths and weaknesses and those of our partner. After 
the match, A.J. and | will get together and compare notes. 
lf he’s telegraphing a high-risk move of some sort, I’m sure 
he’d much rather find out about it from me than from 
Homicide or Hernandez.” 

Compared to some of the other teams in TNA, Daniels 
and Styles are nearly strangers. America’s Most Wanted, 
Team 3D, The Naturals, LAX, the James Gang—they all 
travel together, they eat together, and they train together. 
Under no circumstance would they agree to wrestle their 
own partner—even for charity. 

“There are some lines you just don’t cross,” said B.G. 
James. “You don’t talk to your wife about her ex- 
boyfriends, and you don’t think about wrestling your own 
partner. Nothing good can come of either one.” 

Konnan, the leader of LAX, agreed. When he found out 
Daniels and Styles would wrestle each other, he immediately 


made some calls and got his hands on a tape of the match. 
oO 


“Funniest thing | ever saw, jefe,” Konnan said. “Those 
two idiots are slapping each other around, and then they 
come back to TNA and whine about how they’re the true 
champions. Those two gringos don’t know the first thing 
about what it means to be a tag team. Homicide, Hernandez, 
and | sat down with a bowl of popcorn and some beverages 
and watched that match, laughing the whole time. What 
kind of team beats itself up—for charity, no less?” 

It’s hard to fault Styles and Daniels’ individual accom- 
plishments. Both men have held the TNA X title, and Styles 
is a three-time NWA World champion. They have won 
dozens of singles titles on the independent circuit and 
have impressed fans and critics alike with their mat 
wrestling and aerial skills. But when asked point-blank 
where they hope to be in their careers two years from 
now, it’s obvious their commitment to one another isn’t as 
deep as they claim. 

“Well, either | want to be the World champion or | want 
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DANIELS-STYLES CLASH LEAVES 


iV V' Wis 


The fans in attendance at Newville Knockout 2 
clearly had mixed feelings about seeing A.J. Styles | 
and Christopher Daniels battle head to head. They 
loved the match, but many said the sight of seeing } 
Siyles and Daniels on opposite sides of the ring was 
distrubing. 

“When | heard A.J. and Daniels would wrestle 
each other, | was really excited. Even though 
they’ve done it many times before, it’s still kind of a 
dream match in my book,” said John Sterlace, a 
fan who attended the International Wrestling Cartel 
event. “But I guess | thought they would take it a 
bit easier on each other—maybe tone down some 
of the high-impact stuff and get rid of some of the 
stiff chops and things. Instead, they really went at 
it—not like enemies, but like they both really 
wanted to win the match.” 

“They definitely weren’t holding anything 
back,” agreed Suzanne Pellow. “They started a 
little slow, but after the first few minutes, it was 
hard to tell they were tag team partners at all.” 

The intensity Daniels and Styles displayed 
surprised some fans, but it didn’t surprise any- 
one watching the monitors in the locker room. 

“Chris and A.J. are pros,” said John Mc- 
Chesney, a two-time IWC super indy champion. 
“Every time they step into the ring, they’re out 
there to win. We all are. There’s no rule that 
says two guys who get along and team togeth- 
er can’t go out and wrestle their hardest to 
beat one another. If | was a fan, I'd be ticked if 
! thought they were taking it easy out there. 
They would never do that.” 

Still, when Styles eked out a win over 
Daniels by the slimmest of margins, some 
fans wondered how Daniels would react to 
the loss. Would he raise A.J.’s hand, only to 
attack him in a jealous rage after the match? Would he simply 
leave the ring and refuse to acknowledge Styles’ win? Though 
he clearly seemed disappointed with the loss, Daniels shook 
Styles’ hand after the match, and the fans of the former NWA 
tag team champions let out a collective sigh of relief. 

“Their feud with LAX has been so good lately, | would 
have been really upset if Daniels and Styles split and feud- 
ed with each other while those goons held on to the tag 
title,” said Kevin Gaughan of Pittsburgh. “As great a match 
as | saw tonight, | really hope that | don’t see a rematch 
anytime soon.” 
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When they put singles competition out of their 
minds, Styles and Daniels are as lethal a team 
as they were at the peak of their title reign. 


TOTAL NONSTOP 


~\ 


to be home, retired, with a few million dollars in the a? ~§ 
bank,” Daniels said, jokingly. Styles was a bit more en aS 
serious in his response. “I want to be winning match- 

es and proving that | am what | say | an—the most 
phenomenal athlete in wrestling today. Whether 
that’s in the X division or with the World title—or the 
tag title—it makes no difference to me.” 

Tellingly, the NWA tag title was third among the 
titles Styles wished to pursue. How would that make 
Daniels feel? How would Styles feel to know that 
Daniels still hungers for that world singles title that 
has eluded him his entire career? And, most impor- 
tantly, how would the fans feel to know that Daniels’ 
and Styles’ commitment to each other is superficial at 
best. 

LAX already knows. And they love it. Oo 
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SH WISH! 


THE FIVE WOMEN 
MOST LIKELY TO GIVE US 


STRATUSFACTION 


Trish Stratus embodied all that a wrestling diva should be: beautiful, 
athletic, and likeable. Who is ready to take her spot? There are five 
females who have the potential to make our “Trish wish” come true 


BY C.F. HUNTER 


(Before Trish), T.T. (Trish’s Time), and A.T. (After Trish). 

In some ways, the B.T. era was a simpler time. A generation ago, only a handful 
of female wrestlers competed on the national scene, most of them unsuccessfully trying 
to relieve The Fabulous Moolah of her championship, which she held longer than most 
popes occupy the Papacy. And, to put it gently, Hugh Hefner certainly was not pestering 
many women of the B.T. era to appear on the cover of Playboy—although we must admit 
that Wendi Richter had a certain angry-barmaid allure. 

Sure, there were a few beauties of the latter-day B.T. era whose pictures could be 
found under the mattresses of adolescent boys, but they were usually managers such 
as Miss Elizabeth or scene-stealers like Sunny (Tammy Sytch) and Sable (Rena Mero). 
Can anyone honestly say they watched the in-ring action while Sunny and Sable were 
b F beautifying the ringside area? Chyna (Joanie Laurer) was a tremendous athlete who 

also happened to grace the cover of Playboy, but she was more famous for battling 
men than women. 
Trish Stratus was the perfect package. Trish’s Time began when this young and viva- 
cious blonde from Toronto arrived on the scene. Along with some other talented women, 
Trish proved the squared circle was no longer an exclusive boys club. Her resume speaks 
_.««« for itself: a seven-time women’s champion, Raw’s “Diva Of The Decade,” and, sadly, 
F wrestling’s most recent retiree. 

And thus, the A.T. era has begun. Though Trish is gone, a bevy of Divas continue to fol- 
low the trail she blazed, hoping to maintain interest in the women’s division. 

But will any woman ever affect pro wrestling as profoundly and entertainingly as 
eeie Trish? Will another Diva be able to meet the impossibly high standards Trish set in terms 

A. ™" of technical skills, ring smarts, effusive personality, winning ways, and, lest we forget, 
jaw-dropping beauty? It'll be tough, but we hope so. 

We scoured the ranks of women’s wrestling to answer the question that fans every- 
where are asking: Who will be the next Trish Stratus? Will any woman give us a feeling 
akin to Stratusfaction? We ranked our top five contenders. 


T HE HISTORY OF women’s wrestling can be divided into three distinct eras: B.T. 
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Although Serena lost her OVW 
women’s title to Beth Phoenix on 
October 4, she remains a major factor in 
WWE's developmental promotion—and 
hopes to receive the call-up sometime in 
2007. She has dominated her most per- 
sistent rival, ODB, since making her Ohio 
Valley debut this past summer, using the 
belly-to-belly suplex and the spear to 
maximum effectiveness. The current 
Memphis Wrestling women’s champion, 
Serena has gained experience in several 
independent promotions during her brief, 
18-month career. Heroine or heel, Serena 
has the enthusiasm and intensity to fill 
any role required of her. 


Now that The Boogeyman has done 
everyone a favor by carnivorously excis- 
ing the blemish that marred Jillian’s 
otherwise-flawless face, we can all 
admire this vixen without barfing. A vet- 
eran of the independent wrestling cir- 
cuit for eight years, Jillian knows how to 
hold her own in the ring. It’s a shame 
she doesn’t get to prove it more often. 
As a “fixer” for M-N-M and John 
Bradshaw Layfield, the blonde bomb- 
shell proved she is not just beautiful; her 
brains could be her biggest assets (yes, 
her brains—get your minds out of the 
gutter). She’s certainly a contender to Trish’s throne, but until 
she proves herself among WWE’s impressive roster of tough 
women, her place as a Diva remains uncertain. Still, thank you, 
Boogeyman, thank you. 


He isn’t a certified dermatologist, but 
The Boogeyman removed Jillian Hall's 
unsightly blemish and made her a beau- 
ty again. Can Jillian offer the same 
blend of sex appeal and athletic talent 
as Trish? Given the chance, she could 
surprise a lot of fans. 


54 CINSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLERJ 


Aside from her recent OVW women’s title *< 
loss to Beth Phoenix, Serena is accustomed 
to raising her arms in victory after her 
matches. A former amateur wrestler and 
powerlifter, Serena could add a dose of 
athleticism to WWE, a quality lacking in the 
women’s division right now. 
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Melina had Trish on the ropes before the dazzling Diva 
announced her retirement. Because Melina likes to take 
credit for Stratus’ departure from WWE, it’s no surprise 
that she’s trying to grab her mantle. 


Cunning, crazy, and the creator of the greatest 
ring entrance in pro wrestling today, Melina 
deserves the red-carpet treatment wherever she 
goes. Prior to her arrival in WWE as the goddess 
of M-N-M, Melina paid her dues in rings around 
the country. She stops at nothing to secure victory for herself and 
her man, Johnny Nitro. Her knack for distraction and foul play 
have led Nitro to a skyrocketing career, culminating in his reign 
as Intercontinental champion. Most importantly, though, she has 
proven she can wrestle with the best of them. Her battle against 
Trish Stratus at Survivor Series was a show-stealer. Although 
she didn’t walk away with the title, she went blow-for-blow with 
Trish. One of these days, we’re bound to hear her “primal 
scream” as she hold’s the women’s championship in victory. 


oD WIC lh J JLT 
A MICKIE iv 

If 2 anyone wants to ie the inert Trish Stratus, and has come 
close to becoming so, it’s this mentally unbalanced firebrand. 
The term “stalker” seems insufficient to describe Mickie’s 
obsessions, culminating in an eye-popping makeover in Trish’s 
image. Unstable or not, Mickie has demonstrated incredible in- 
ring prowess, the result of honing her craft for years in organi- 
zations all over the country. Can she truly be the next Trish? 
Though it would require a lot of hours on the psychiatrist’s 
couch, it could happen. Besides, Mankind was as crazy as a pet 
coon, to mooch a phrase from good ol’ J.R., and look at how far 
that psycho went. 


fe 


BUT THE WINNER IS ... 


This dark-horse vote may surprise some readers, given 
her limited time in WWE rings, but mark our words: This gor- 
geous gladiator could be the heir to Trish’s throne. Brains, 
beauty, brawn: all the ingredients are there. She grew up 
idolizing the late, great Owen Hart, and has been relentless 
in her quest to become queen of the wrestling world. The 
OVW women’s champion did much of her training in Toronto 
under Ron Hutchison—the same man who taught the ropes 
to Edge, Christian Cage, and, yes, Trish Stratus. Phoenix 
continued her training under the immensely talented inde- 
pendent tag team The All-Knighters—Joey Knight and 
Robin Knightwing—who trained in the legendary Hart 
“Dungeon.” 

The first varsity female ever on her high school’s 
wrestling team, Beth also has an impressive back- 
ground in powerlifting. She possesses quickness, 
strength, and an uncanny ring sense. Although a bro- 
ken jaw at the hands of Victoria abbreviated her 
ascension to stardom in WWE, Phoenix is healed and 
ready to rise from the ashes like her namesake. 
When that happens, yet another era in women’s 
wrestling may begin. oOo 
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Vince-anity! 
McMadness! McMania! 
Call it whatever you 
like, but this is one 
screwed-up family, 
and it has been for a 
long while. Yet, at the 
very same time, the 
McMahons are one of 
wrestling’s tightest, 
most loyal families 


| MUST-Rean ¢ % ex 
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Inside The Crazy Lives 
Of The Fighting McMahons 


BY DAVE LENKER 


INCE McMAHON HAS plenty of reasons to hate Triple- 
H. A vandalized private jet, all that taunting with a cer- 


tain University of South Carolina mascot, feces falling The McMahons are a tight bunch. As part of 
from the rafters: Do you really want to revisit the DX vs. the McMahon clan, you can be sure there 


McMahon family feud? will always be someone to have your 
back—well, most of the time anyway. 
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He has plenty of reasons to love Triple-H, too. “The Game” 
is one of those wrestling lifers who eats, drinks, sleeps, and 
breathes the business. We can just imagine Triple-H calling 
Vince at 3 a.m. because he just thought of a great idea for a sto- 
ryline twist, and it couldn’t wait until the sun came up. There’s 
also the fact that Triple-H happens to be married to his one and 
only daughter, Stephanie, and just fathered Vince’s granddaugh- 
ter. And all indications are that Triple-H will be one of the people 
at the top of the power structure when (if?) Vince steps aside 
one day. 

Oh, and did you hear about the hot rumor coming out of the hos- 
pital on the day little Aurora Rose McMahon-Helmsley-Levesque 
was delivered from Stephanie’s womb? 

Here goes: Vince was overjoyed when he heard the delivery went 
smoothly and both mother and child were healthy. But before he 
greeted the newest member of his family, he excused himself from 
the hospital room, stepped into a private waiting area, and put his 
right foot through the glass of a vending machine. On one of the 
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There is nothing stronger than the bond between a man and 
his woman ... except maybe Triple-H’s palm to Stephanie’s 
cosmetically rosy cheek. 


happiest days of his life, he was amazingly angry. 

The reason? When he found out for certain that Stephanie had 
given birth to an Aurora and not, say, an Adam or an Andrew, his 
main event for WrestleMania 43 was ruined. It was supposed to be 
Shane 0’Mac’s newest son, Kennedy, against Stephanie and 
Hunter’s son. The seeds would be planted at, say, Kennedy’s sixth 
birthday party. Steph’s son would trash the party and smash 
Kennedy's face into the cake. 

But then again, Stephanie vs. Vince once headlined a pay-per- 
view, so Kennedy vs. Aurora in an intergender match ... it wouldn’t 
be out of the question. 

Confession time. We came up with that rumor all on our own. 
There’s no truth to it. But you believed it, didn’t you? 

Such is the saga of those wacky McMahons, a Hatfields vs. 
McCoys story all unto themselves. 


They are, according to those close to them, one of the most lov- 
ing families you'll find anywhere. Hateful, ruthless backstabbers 
when the cameras are on, but loyal and affectionate in private. 

Imagine you’re a potential sponsor being wined and dined at 
WWE headquarters and trying desperately to understand that 
dynamic. 

You probably don’t need an all-encompassing history lesson 
here. Vince, of course, first got the itch to be in the ring during 
his feud with “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin. Then we were treated 
to Steph’s shocking betrayal of Vince to join up with and marry 
Mr. Helmsley (on camera only). We also got evil Shane vs. good 
Vince, evil Steph vs. good Hunter, evil Vince vs. good Steph, 
evil Shane and Steph vs. good Vince, evil Vince vs. good Linda, 
and good Hunter vs. evil Vince and Shane. Remember 
WrestleMania 2000, when the main event saw a McMahon 
standing in every corner, each one seconding a different 
wrestler, of a four-way main event? And then-WWF champ 
Triple-H won the match! 

Along the way, we’ve seen Steph kick Vince in the grapefruits, 
Vince clock Shane with a chair, Stephanie slap Linda, Shane hit 
Vince with a “Van Terminator,” Hunter pedigree Steph, and Vince 
choke out Steph. 

Did we miss anything? Oh, yeah, didn’t Linda turn heel for a 
minute or two in 2005? 

As we mentioned, such is the saga of those wacky 
McMahons ... 

Were we naive enough to believe we had seen the last of the 


members of wrestling’s first family feuding with each other? 
Okay, so it isn’t officially acknowledged on TV that Triple-H is 
related to Vince and Shane by marriage. We just get the occa- 
sional veiled insider reference to the fact, as when Hunter joked 
with his DX running mate, Shawn Michaels, about what a stud 
the father of Steph’s baby must be. But we got another huge 
dose of McMahon vs. McMahon-in-law this summer and fall as 
DX battled the McMahons. Yep, on the fifth anniversary of 9/11 at 
a sold-out Raw inside New York’s Madison Square Garden, Vince 
really did book himself in a streetfight against “The Game” in the 
main event. Just weeks later, we really did see DX against Vince, 
Shane, and The Big Show in a “Hell In A Cell” match at 
Unforgiven. 

Not only did the McMahon team lose that match, but DX also 
gave Vince a very up-close look at one of Show’s orifices. Wonder 
what the sponsors thought of thatimage. 

Could you imagine Microsoft founder Bill Gates being that hands- 
on with his company? 

We asked Raw announcer Jim Ross, a man who has known the 
McMahon family for many years, to sum up the family dynamic in 25 
words or less. 


Despite the hostile past of Shane and Stephanie, 
the McMahon siblings share a constant concern for 
each other’s well-being. 
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THE VON ERICHS: 
WRESTLING’S FIRST 
FIRST FAMILY 


Ever give any thought to how the Von Erich saga 
would have played out differently if Fritz, Doris, and all 
their sons would have come along about 20 years later 
than they did? 

We're not going to delve all that deeply into the real- 
life tragedy that swallowed up this once-prominent 
wrestling family. Wrestler/promoter Fritz Von Erich had 
five sons who competed: Kevin, David, Kerry, Mike, and 
Chris. David died of acute enteritis, an intestinal inflam- 
mation, while on tour in Japan in 1984. By 1993, Kerry, 
Mike, and Chris had all committed suicide. Fritz died in 
1997. Only Kevin survives to this day. 

Drugs, the rock ’n’ roll lifestyle, and a domineering 
father who placed unrelenting pressure on the boys all 
contributed to one of the saddest stories this industry 
has ever seen. In the early-1980s, the Von Erichs lived 
like rock stars in Texas and were among the sport’s most 
popular competitors. A decade later, it and they were 
practically all gone. 

But, during those good times, the Von Erichs had elec- 
trifying feuds with The Fabulous Freebirds, “Gorgeous” Jim 
Garvin, Ric Flair, and any other top star who came into 
Dallas. They drew huge crowds to Texas Stadium, home of 
the NFL’s Dallas Cowboys. Kerry captured the NWA World 
title from Ric Flair in that venue on an emotional card dedicat- 
ed to David’s memory. 

For years, the brothers ruled Texas wrestling without ever 
feuding with each other—or even turning heel! 

In a bizarre sense, they were the anti-McMahons. 
Whereas Vince and company have all (or at least most) of 
their problems with each other inside the ring, Fritz and 
company had all their problems—their tragically real prob- 
lems—behind the curtain. Of course, in the early-1980s, 
you didn’t see brothers feuding with brothers (and fathers 
and perhaps sisters) that often. Plus, although it might 
have been partly a facade, Fritz took pride in portraying his 
brood as an all-American family. 

No one would suggest that had the Von Erichs feuded 
with each other inside the ring that these tragedies could 
have been prevented. However, there certainly was a lot of 
untapped storyline potential there, 

Imagine Kerry crossing over to the dark side and toss- 
ing aside his bottle of milk in favor of doing a shot of 
Jack Daniel’s with new Freebird friend Michael Hayes. Or 
Kevin faking a hug with Kerry after he won the NWA title 
in memory of David and clotheslining him to the mat 
instead. And, this being the often-tasteless world of pro 
wrestling, one of the brothers cutting an all-too-real 
promo on Fritz after kicking him in the grapefruits some- 
where along the line. We can’t help but wonder if Doris 
had more charisma than Linda McMahon. She couldn’t 
have had less, could she? 
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Glory in the ring; tragedy at home 


“I'd love to be there for Thanksgiving dinner at that house— 
mansion, that is,” he said, “but then again, maybe | wouldn’t. No, | 


definitely wouldn’t.” 

It has to be difficult, not to mention awkward, to work side by 
side with people—close relatives no less—in the most civil and 
corporate of ways by day, knowing you'll be slugging each other 
with steel chairs and sledgehammers by night. Separating those 
two worlds, especially when you go to work that next morning with 
a headache or a limp as a reminder of the previous night’s violent 
activities, has to be challenging. Don’t forget that wrestling feuds 
are hardly all physical. There are a lot of nasty words exchanged 
along the way, with some of those nasty words being a little too 
personal at times. 

Awkward moments, indeed. 

What motivates this family? After all, it has been seven full years 
since we saw the first McMahon-McMahon feud, as evil Hunter 
(with evil Steph) battled good Vince. It has come full circle. Yet they 
Still insist on getting involved—with each other—as millions of us 
watch ... and wonder when they finally will have had enough of it. 

The obvious is true. Egos are involved—huge egos that get 
in the way of good judgment at times. A few years ago, Vince 
said he expected his alter-ego, Mr. McMahon, to be phased 
out of storylines soon. That doesn’t exactly jibe with the fact 
that—in 2006—McMahon is wrestling on television at an age 
when most men are thinking about retirement from their dull 
desk jobs. 

The truth is that he and the other members of his family 
want to prove over and over that they are responsible for gener- 
ating pay-per-view buys. But there’s a fine line between confi- 
dence and egotism when you’re the boss and, in this scenario, 
being the head of a billion-dollar company with a global scope. 
Or, in the cases of Hunter, Steph, and Shane, being power bro- 
kers who shape the company. Good upper-management execu- 


Daddy dearest has surely heard an 
earful from his precious little girl in the 
past, but what daughter wouldn’t 
come running to her father’s side when 
he is bloody and helpless (below)? 


tives learn to trust their employees and delegate 
responsibility accordingly. 

However, some good (and bad) bosses just 
cannot bring themselves to delegate. Instead of 
trusting a top salesman to close a big deal on his 
own, the boss will step in and negotiate with the 
client himself. Instead of hiring an accountant to 
handle the books, the boss will handle that him- 
self. 

It’s not that Vince McMahon doesn’t trust John 
Cena, Booker T, Bobby Lashley, Carlito, et al. He just 
feels all too often that the man to trust in a key situ- 
ation is Vince McMahon. The rest of the family has 
learned all too well from him. Vince would admit 
he’s a control freak, and the only way to get total 

control is to be in the ring himself. Steph, Hunter, and 
Shane have followed that lead. 

It’s up to you to decide whether all this makes for 
compelling action, drama, and comedy week after week. 

SO on and on and on it goes. Stephanie should be 
fully recovered from giving birth by now and could 
jump into the fray again if she so desires. She hasn't 
been a full-time on-air presence in more than three 
years. We can only guess what could be done if it ever 
were exposed on air that she and Triple-H are married 
in real life and have a daughter together. 

Don’t think it hasn’t been discussed, either. After all, 
in this family, such a nasty, vicious, ugly, sordid feud 
would only serve to bring everyone closer together. 


And the McMahon feud continues: Vince and son Shane vs. son- 
in-law and brother-in-law Triple-H (left). One can’t help but 
wonder which side Stephanie will take once she’s fully recov- 
ered from her maternity leave. 
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Cena, Angle, Edge, Joe, Mistico? Who 
@ \ is this 5’7”, 177-pounder and why, in 


_ KDE | his first “PW1 500” appearance ever, 


“> is he ranked just behind these 

superstars and ahead of men like 
Rey Mysterio Jr., Brock Lesnar, 
and Kenta Kobashi? 


ve nats BY MIKE SPILLANE 

yeni B) wee a tere a . 
gel WF 210 ane 0 HE LEGEND OF Mistico is spreading through 
Oy WEL and Mexico, but the world’s most spectacular 
. high-flyer is still a relative unknown to 
ue most American wrestling fans. Since the summer 
ates" : of 2004, Mistico has moved up from undercard 
get Save ‘i sensation to main-event superstar in lucha libre. 
xe 4 ie” But, with just a handful of appearances in the 
er cose 5 United States and Japan, Mistico has yet to estab- 
me lish himself as a global attraction. So, if you’ve 
been wondering what all the fuss is about, wonder 

all no more. 
Mistico grew up with lucha libre as part of fam- 
a ily life. His father competed for years as Dr. 
F 
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Karonte, while Mistico’s uncle, Tony Salazar, was a wrestler 
and later an administrator for Consejo Mundial de Lucha 
Libre, or CMLL. In 1998, the man who would become Mistico 
started his career in the Mexico City independents as Dr. 
Karonte Jr., paying tribute to his father and trainer. 

When CMLL called upon the young aerialist two years 
later, he was repackaged as the second Astro Boy (the 
first, coincidentally, was his brother). He became a 
fixture in the opening matches at Arena Coliseo, 
the second most popular venue to host regular 
CMLL cards. He spent several years proving himself 
to the veterans of CMLL and, in particular, to CMLL 
head trainer Negro Casas, who would play a pivotal 
role in his future. 

In early-2004, CMLL fans participated in a poll 
that showed that the audience craved more new 
stars and had tired of the same, stale main 
events. Responding to the poll, CMLL reinvent- 
ed some mid-card luchadors—giving them 
new names, masks, and personalities to 
spice things up—in hope that one might 
break out as a new star. 

On June 18, 2004, the former Astro Boy emerged on the 
biggest stage in lucha libre, Arena Mexico in Mexico City. 
Here, he was something completely different, clad in a 
largely silver outfit with gold highlights, teaming with bona 
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Mistico beats his rival yet again. 


Losing one’s mask is traumatic for a 
4 luchador. When Mistico’s mask was 
18 destroyed, fans threw in a novelty mask 
~=2e| (seen beside him) to save their hero from 
humiliation (above). Of course, Mistico has 
oftentimes attempted to cause his oppo- 
} nents similar humiliation, as shown here 
} tearing Atlantis’ mask (left). 
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At the 2004 Gran Alternativa tournament, El Hijo del Santo, Mexico's 
biggest star, chose Mislico as his partner. The two won the event, finally 
beating Ultimo Guerrero and Dr. X in the main event. Since then, Mistico 
has risen to stardom himself and feuded bitterly with Guerrero. Here, 


fide stars such as Felino and fellow high-flyer Volador Jr. 
Ironically, Volador Jr. was originally considered for the 
role of Mistico, but CMLL officials, including Salazar, felt 
the shrewd Arena Mexico fans would immediately recog- 


nize who was under 
the mask. Instead, the 
character was given to 
relatively unknown 
Astro Boy. The choice 
proved perfect. 

By August, Mistico 
was the talk of lucha 
libre, and his ascent 
began with the 2004 
Gran Alternativa. In 
this annual elimina- 
tion tournament, an 


~ established star teams 


with an up-and-comer 
to form a new duo. El 
Hijo del Santo, the 
biggest star in all of 
Mexico, chose Mistico 
as his partner, and 


together they defeated Ultimo Guerrero and Dr. X in the main 
event. It would be the first of many main events in which 
Mistico’s hand would be raised in victory. 

The main event at the Gran Alternativa foreshadowed 
more battles to come. For the next year, Ultimo Guerrero 
served as the powerful foil for the aerial artist Mistico, and 
the two feuded throughout Mexico. Guerrero headed the 
large Guerreros del Infierno stable that also included Rey 
Bucanero, Averno, and Mephisto. Eventually, Mistico would 
become a frequent opponent of both Guerrero and Averno. 
On New Year’s Day, 2005, Mistico won the NWA mid- 
dieweight title from Averno, sparking a bitter rivalry. 

Averno and regular partner Mephisto plagued the fast- 
rising star until Mistico enlisted the aid of Negro Casas. 
Together, they became an unstoppable tandem, and over- 
came Averno and Mephisto on April 14, 2006, capturing their 
CMLL tag team title in the process. 

Mistico proved himself a worthy champion in the singles 
and tag ranks, and had solidified his position in the main- 
event picture. At this point, no one was yet calling Mistico 
legendary, but his impending feud with Black Warrior 
would change all that. 

The summer of 2006 saw Mistico embroiled in a violent 
rivalry with one-time tag partner Black Warrior. When 
Warrior turned his back on Mistico, it set the two on a colli- 
sion course that would take months to navigate. Eventually, 
the two agreed to settle their differences in a Jucha de 


Originally part of Shocker's team, Kemonito (the little guy posing with 
Mistico) has been the cause of tension since Shocker’s return to CMLL 
from AAA. The winner of the ongoing feud between Mistico and Shocker 
may ultimately determine Kemonito's partner. 


Mistico poses with Black Warrior, his for- 
mer tag team partner. Warrior later turned 
against Mistico, and their long feud ended 
in September 2006 when Warrior Jost-his 
mask to Mistico. 


apuesta, with each man wagering his mask. The two took 
center stage in the main event at Arena Mexico on 
September 29, 2006, before a sold-out crowd. With higher- 
than-usual ticket prices, the gate broke all previous Arena 
Mexico records. The tension was at a fever pitch, and the 
crowd could barely wait for the feature match to begin. 

In less than a minute, the first of the three falls went to 
Black Warrior, who used the “Romero Special Surfboard,” or 
“Tapatia,” to make Mistico submit. The crowd was stunned. 
In similar fashion, Mistico took a sudden win in the second 
fall, countering a 360 backbreaker into a small package to 
even the score. Now, the crowd’s energy was infecting the 
men in the ring, as the emotion in the arena reached its peak. 

During the final fall, Mistico applied his famed finisher, La 
Mistica, a satellite headscissors converted into a Fujiwara 
armbar, and Warrior instantly submitted to the hold. A deaf- 
ening roar came out from the lucha loyalists at Arena Mexico 
and, the next day, newspapers and magazines touted Mistico 
as not only the next big thing, but as a legendary figure. 

With mind-boggling and gravity-defying moves, Mistico 
has blazed a path to the top of the Mexican scene in record 
time. His position as the number-five ranked wrestler in this 
year’s “PW/ 500” should come as no surprise to anyone 
who has seen at least one of his bouts. 

Who the hell is Mistico? By heavens, he’s the best in 
lucha libre. Oo 
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May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: 
Piper-Rude, Eric Embry, Rock 'n’ Rolls, Sid Vicious, 
pain. 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total 
Package” Becomes The People’s Choice. 
Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus: Skyscrapers, Bobby 
Heenan, Mr. Saito, referees. 

September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 
Miles To Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The 
Steiners. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, 
Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! 
Centerfold: Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., 
Jesse Ventura, Lawler-Gilbert, Hogan & Warrior. 
June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. 
Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, 
Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, Steiners, Simmons-Reed. 
October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming 
Of Hulk Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: 
Hogan-Slaughter, Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, 
Williams-Bigelow. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? 
Centerfold: 1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice- 
Roberts, hot prospects, Eddie Gilbert. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is 
Super-Psyched For WrestleMania VII! Centerfold: 
Rick Rude. Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & 
Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy Savage, intimidation. 
June 1992: Exclusive PW/I Interview: Roddy 
Piper Speaks Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. 
Plus: Dangerously-Sting, Abdullah-Cactus, Sid 
Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters 
Of Their Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: 
Liger-Pillman, Jim Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 
September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't 
That Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: 
Steiners, Barry Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & 
Weston, Shawn Michaels. 

February 1993: No One Can Cut Down Razor 
Ramon. Centerfold: Curt Hennig. Plus: Jake 
Roberts, Pillman-Dustin, Ric Flair-Road Warriors, 
Rick Rude, Snuka-Muraco. 

May 1996: Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally 
Gone Too Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff 
Jarrett, Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn, Ric Flair, 
Giant. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant 
Be Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: 
Goldust. Plus: Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex 
Luger. 

May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say It 
-. But Give The Belt Back To Hogan. Centerfold: 
Ric Flair. Plus: Mero & Sable, Taz, Taka Michinoku. 
June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PW/ Poll. 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, 
Sting, Rocky Maivia, Bill Goldberg. 

July 1998: WWF vs. WCW: Which Is Better? 
Centerfold: Rocky Maivia. Plus: Benoit, Bill Gold- 
berg, Anmed Johnson. 

October 1998: Bret Screws Bret, Part Il. 
Centerfold: Hunter Hearst Helmsley. Plus: Jim Ross, 
Marcus Bagwell, WWF controversy, FBI. 

March 1999: 1998—The Year In Wrestling. 1998 In 


Review, Achievement '98 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, predictions for 1999. 

April 1999: The Crock! The Title Change That 
Screwed The World! Centerfold: Chris Jericho. 
Plus: Bill Goldberg, Tommy Dreamer, Booker T, 
more Unofficial/Officials. 

May 1999: Who Holds The Key To WrestleMania 
XV? Centerfold: Konnan. Plus: Mark Henry, Sting- 
Nash, Bill Alfonso, Brian Hildebrand. 

June 1999: The PW/ Poll. Plus: Mankind, Flair & 
Turner, VMac, Steiners, New Japan-UFO. 

July 1999: Warning! This Team Will Self-Destruct 
In 15 Seconds! Centerfold: X-Pac. Plus: New Jack- 
Dudleys, Jesse James, Venis & Godfather, Sting- 
Bischoff-Flair. 

August 1999: Supercards ‘99: WWF Wrestle- 
Mania, WCW Uncensored, ECW Living Danger- 
ously. Plus: Super 8, Bam Bam Bigelow, Jerry La- 
wler, tag team wrestling. 

September 1999: Why Stone-Cold Might Get Out 
While He's Still On Top! Centerfold: Sting. Plus: 
Kidman & Misterio, The Rock, Bret Hart, Taz-Sabu. 
October 1999: Why The World Must Fear Scott 
Steiner, By Buff Bagwell. Centerfold: Mankind. 
Plus: Kane & X-Pac, The Godfather, Perry Saturn, 
20th anniversary readers’ poll. 

November 1999: The Women Of The WWF: 
There's More To Their Power Than Their Looks. 
Centerfold: Owen Hart. Plus: Rey Misterio Jr., Roddy 
Piper, Steiners, Steve Austin. 

December 1999: Steve Austin: “CEO This! I'm 
The Damn Champ!” Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. 
Plus: Randy Savage, Jimmy Hart, WCW youth, Billy 
Gunn. 

Holiday 1999: PW/ 500. Ninth Annual Special. 
January 2000: The Millennium Man Mouths Off! 
An Unforgettable Hour With Chris Jericho! Center- 
fold: Taz. Plus: Chris Benoit, Sid-Goldberg, Triple-H. 
February 2000: The Master Manipulator! How 
Stone-Cold Controls The WWF. Centerfold: Kane. 
Plus: Paul Heyman, Hogan-Bret-Sting-Luger. 
March 2000: 1999—The Year In Wrestling. 1999 In 
Review, Achievement'99 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, predictions for 2000. 

April 2000: Stone-Cold vs. The Rock: Let's Settle 
It At WrestleMania! Centerfold: Chris Benoit. Plus: 
Dallas Page, Goldberg-Vicious, more Unofficial 
awards. 

May 2000: The Y2K PW/ Poll. Plus: Mitsuharu 
Misawa, Triple-H, Bret Hart, Hollys, Chyna & Aysa, 
ECW returnees. 

June 2000: Just Wondering, Steph ... Is Triple-H 
Worth Your Billion-Dollar Inheritance? Centerfold: 
The Rock. Plus: Heyman-Van Dam, Vader, NWO. 
July 2000: Call It A Wrap, Jack! You've Done Your 
Share ... Go Home! Centerfold: Sid Vicious. Plus: 
Dusty Rhodes, Disco Inferno, DDP, Dudleys-Hardys. 
September 2000: Wrestle McMania! Why The 
Peace Can't Last. Centerfold: Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Eric 
Bischoff, Dudleys, Raven. 

October 2000: Scott Steiner: The Superstar The 
WWF Let Slip Away. Centerfold: Rikishi. Plus: 
Shawn Michaels, Austin-Rock, Rhino-RVD. 
November 2000: The Rock vs. Triple-H. Our 
Special 50-Category Analysis. Pinups: Extreme 


wrestling. Plus: Nash-Steiner-Hall, Hardcore Holly, 
wrestling too extreme? 

December 2000: Head Hog! Does Undertaker 
Have Enough Gas In His Tank To Rumble To The 
Top? Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus: Kurt Angle, 
Rikishi, Vampiro-Sting, Japan. 

[FULL-COLOR BEGINNING WITH HOLIDAY 2000] 
Holiday 2000 (116 Pages): PW/ 500. Includes: The 
editors’ views, a look back at 1991's top 25, Achieve- 
ment 2000 ballot. 

January 2001: Who Does He Really Hate? 
Someone Will Pay For Austin’s Pain! Plus: Steven 
Richards, Justin Credible, Gordon Solie, Jeff Jarrett, 
Arn-Sid. 

February 2001 (116 Pages): The State Of The 
Game. Includes: The states of the WWF, WCW, 
ECW, independents, international, the business, the 
art 

March 2001: Hulk Hogan: WWF Fans Want Him 
Back! Plus: Mike Awesome, Rikishi, Jerry Lynn, Elix 
Skipper, Triple-H. 

April 2001 (116 Pages): 2000—The Year In Wres- 
tling. Plus: 2000 In Review, Achievement'00 awards, 
Unofficial/Official awards, predictions for 2001. 

May 2001: The WrestleMania Curse! Will The 
Great One Ever Win The Big One? Plus: Vince 
McMahon, William Regal, Page & Nash, Ivory, Lance 
Storm, ECW, 

June 2001 (116 Pages): The PWI Poll. Plus: Ric 
Flair, Chyna, Steve Austin. 

July 2001: Women’s Work! It Ain’t What It Used To 
Be! Plus: Dudleys, Chavo Guerrero Jr., Justin 
Credible, Francine, Scott Steiner. 

August 2001 (116 Pages): Supercards 2001: 
WrestleMania X-Seven, WCW Night of Cham- 
pions, Super 8. Plus: Big Show, Kane, Jeff Jarrett, 
Tommy Dreamer. 

September 2001: WWF-WCW: The 10 Questions 
That Must Be Answered. Plus: Triple-H, Stacy Keib- 
ler, Paul Heyman, Matt Hardy. 

October 2001 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 
50 stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. 
Plus: Perry Saturn, Dallas Page, Terri. 

November 2001: A Crying Shane: He Paid The 
Price To Purchase WCW ... Is He Willing To Pay 
The Price To Keep It? Plus: DDP-Kimberly, Edge, 
Molly-Spike, Tajiri, Rob Van Dam, Mick Foley, Florida 
indies. 

December 2001 (116 Pages): PWI 500—Angle 
Climbs To The Top. Includes: The editors’ views, 
Achievement 2001 ballot. 

January 2002: There’s Something About Lita— 
What Makes Her The WWF's “It” Girl. Plus: 
Jericho-Stephanie, Mark Henry, X-Pac, Triple-H, 
Undertaker. 

February 2002 (116 Pages): The State Of The 


Game. Includes: The states of the WWF, indepen- 
dents, international, the business, the art. Plus: Gold- 
erg. 

March 2002: No More Joking, No More Choking: 
Y2J Takes A Serious Stab At Superstardom! Plus: 
Test, The Rock, Eric Bischoff, Bradshaw, Foley vs. 
Regal. 

April 2002 (116 Pages): 2001—The Year In 
Wrestling. 2001 In Review, Achievement 2001 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, predictions for 
2002. 

May 2002: The Mania To End All Manias! What 
Will Wrestling Look Like By WrestleMania X-9? 
Plus: Trish Stratus, RVD, Russ Haas, Big Bossman, 
WWF comedy. 

June 2002 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Ric Flair, Steve Austin. 

July 2002: Steph Infection! How Can Triple-H 
Keep His Mind On His Game? Plus: Goldust-Terri, 
NWO, Ron Waterman, Spike & Tazz, Jazz. 

August 2002 (116 Pages): Supercards 2002: 
WrestleManiaX8, WWA Revolution, Super 8. Plus: 
X-Pac, Steve Corino, Ric Flair. 

September 2002: No Rock ... No Problem: The 
WWF Can Thrive Without The Great One. Plus: 
WWF draft, Billy Kidman, Sean O'Haire, Stanley 
Weston. 

October 2002 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 
50 stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. 
Plus: Lou Thesz, Francine, Edge. 

November 2002: Stone-Cold Meltdown! Plus: 
Heyman & Lesnar, Lance Storm, NWA: TNA, DDP, 
A.J. Styles, Island Boys. 

December 2002 (116 Pages): PW/ 500—RVD Is 
No. 1. Includes: The editors’ views, Achievement 
2002 ballot. 

January 2003: Brock Aftershock: How Lesnar 
Changed The Future Of WWE. Plus: Chris Benoit, 
Low-Ki, Jericho-Flair, Rey Misterio Jr., SummerSlam 
at 15. 

February 2003 (116 Pages): The State Of The 
Game. Includes: The states of Raw, Smackdown, 
independents, international, the business, the art. 
March 2003: Rocky Horror! He Won't Forget What 
You Did Last Summer. Plus: Matt Hardy, Eddie 
Guerrero, Bass-WWE, Victoria, WWE's next wave. 
April 2003 (116 Pages): 2002—The Year In 
Wrestling. 2002 In Review, Achievement 2002 
awards, Unofficial/Official awards, predictions for 
2003. 

May 2003 (116 Pages): The WrestleMania 100. 
Plus: Angle-Lesnar, Christopher Nowinski, Vince 
Russo, Batista & Flair. 

June 2003 (116 Pages): The PW/ Poll. Plus: Rey 
Misterio Jr. 

August 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: He Has 


WWE Caught Between The Rock And A Hard 
Place! Plus: WrestleMania XIX, Shawn Michaels 
graduates, Paul London, Raven. 

September 2003 (116 Pages): Guardian Angle: 
The One Superstar WWE Couldn't Afford To 
Lose. Plus: Hurricane, Sting, Kazarian-Sabin, Jeff 
Jarrett, Booker T, Brock Lesnar. 

October 2003 (116 Pages): Mid-Year Report. Top 
50 stories, grades, half-year awards, predictions. 
Plus: Mick Foley. 

December 2003 (116 Pages): Goldberg: Is He 
Getting A Bum Rap? Plus: Jeff Hardy, Mick Foley, 
Harris & Storm, Billy Gunn. 

January 2004 (116 Pages): All Fired Up! Can Kane 
Blaze A Trail To The Raw Title? Plus: Christian, 
Cena-Gowen, Samoa Joe, Goldberg-Flair, ugliest 
wrestlers. 

February 2004 (116 Pages): The State Of The 
Game. Includes: The states of Raw, Smackdown, 
NWA-TNA, independents, international, the business, 
the art. 

April 2004 (116 Pages): 2003—The Year In Wres- 
tling. 2003 In Review, Achievement 2003 awards, 
Unofficial/Official awards, predictions for 2004. 

May 2004 (116 Pages): Randy Orton's Dad 
Speaks Out! “Ric Flair Is Gonna Ruin By Boy!” 
Plus: Trish Stratus, 3 Live Kru, Cena-Angle, A-Train, 
ROAVAll-Japan, Keiji Muto, three-ways. 

August 2004: Will Eddie Guerrero’s 
Championship Ruin His Career? Plus: Hardy-Lita, 
Mike Kruel, Benjamin-Haas, Booker T, C.W. 
Anderson. 

October 2004: Eugene, The Impossible Dream: 
When Will His Opponents Wake Up? Plus: Victoria, 
Edge, Dudleys, A.J. Styles, six-sided ring. 
December 2004: PW/ 500—Chris Benoit’s 18-Year 
Journey To The Pinnacle. 

February 2005: A Yes Man? No Way! Ric Flair’s 
Secret Plan Will Ruin Triple-H! Plus: Y2J, The 
Naturals, Luther Reigns, WrestleMania 21 count- 
down. 

June 2005: Our Challenge To John Cena: 
Dominate 2005 ... Or We Don't Want To See You! 
Plus: Steve Austin, Austin Aries, Big Show, AMW. 
August 2005: Kurt Angle: The 10 Reasons He's 
The Best Ever. Plus: Edge, Alex Shelley, Christy 
Hemme, DDP WWE Hall of Fame. 

October 2005: Whole Lita Love: How Many Men 
Can One Woman Ruin? Plus: John Cena, C.M. 
Punk, McMahon-Bischoff-Paul E., A.J. Styles. 
November 2005: PW/ 500. Plus: Muhammed Has- 
san, Batista, RVD, Samoa Joe, Chris Jericho, PW/ 
Tag Team Wish List. 

February 2006: Losing Street Cred? The Time Is 
Now For Cena To Get Tough. Plus: Jerry Lawler, 
Eddie Guerrero, Austin-Hogan. 
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Vito wandered through the early part 
of his career as another talented, but 
nondescript, journeyman wrestler ... 
until he appeared on Smackdown in 
his best sundress. That decision 
could make or break his career 


BY FRANK INGIOSI 


insanity, and there may be no professional industry that 
exemplifies that maxim more than wrestling. For those who 
tread that line, the experience often leaves them permanently 


Q T’S BEEN SAID that there’s a fine line between genius and 
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attire, but they don’t dare question 

— his ability. Vito's newest ring style is 
_ distracting for his opponents and—-- 
attention-grabbing for his audience. 


IT WAS A DRAG FOR THESE GUYS, TOO! 


Vito is far from the first 
wrestler to don a dress. In 
fact, he belongs to a long 
tradition of effeminate 
wrestlers, some of whom 
reached the very top of the 
Sport. 

Indeed, few wrestlers 
have ever achieved the fame 
of Gorgeous George. In 1940, | 
George Wagner was a techni- 
cally proficient light heavy- 
weight who couldn’t break 
out of the mid-card. While 
working in Oregon, he grew 
his hair, dyed it blond, began 
wearing ornate robes, hired a 
valet, and adopted the 
“Gorgeous” moniker. He was, 
perhaps, the first “sports 
entertainer” and, with the 
advent of weekly televised 
wrestling in 1947, he became 
a national phenomenon. Until 
Hulk Hogan, no wrestler received more mainstream media 
exposure than George, whose gimmick proved to be enor- 
mously influential. The egomaniacal George was a hated rule- 
breaker throughout his career. 

The next effeminate wrestler to reach the main event 
was, in contrast, beloved by the fans. Bernard Hermann 
was an amateur wrestler and a legitimate ballet dancer. He 
merged his two loves when he took on the persona of Ricki 
Starr in 1950. Like his contemporary, Antonino Rocca, 
Starr awed fans with his acrobatic moves. The graceful 
and charismatic Starr—who wore ballet slippers in the 
ring—remained a major star, particularly in Southern 
California, for nearly 20 years. He moved to England in the 
early-’70s and continued to wrestle in main events for 
another decade. 

Of the wrestlers who personified the feminine gimmick 
in the 1970s and early-1980s, “Exotic” Adrian Street, a 
vicious brawler from Wales, was among the most notable. 
Street held a number of regional titles and gained a cult 
following both in the United States and Britain. 

Ultimately, Street would be overshadowed by another 
Adrian—Adrian Adonis. In his persona as a New York tough 
guy, he formed championship tag teams with Jesse 


- changed—for better or worse. Some enjoy the long, sweet 
road toward immortality, while others end up taunted and 
quickly relegated to history's scrap heap. 

Risk-taking in professional wrestling is a dicey proposi- 
tion at best, with plenty of potential for failure. However, the 


Goldust shares a smooch with 
his “director,” Marlena. 


Ventura in the AWA and Dick Murdoch in the WWF. Adonis 
shocked the wrestling world in 1986 when he bleached his 
hair, donned pink tights, and transformed into “The 
Adorable One.” As part of Jimmy Hart’s stable, Adonis 
quickly became one of the WWF's top singles stars: His 
feud with Roddy Piper, which culminated in the semi-main 
event of WrestleMania lil, will never be forgotten, 

For years, it seemed as if Adonis’ death due to an auto 
wreck in 1988 had spelled the end of the effeminate 
wrestler gimmick. But, in 1995, Dustin Runnels saw the 
gimmick as an opportunity to step out of his legendary 
father’s shadow. Goldust was born. As a top heel of the 
“Attitude” era, Runnels—with his manager and real-life 
wife, Marlena (Terri Runnels)—pushed the limits of good 
taste on a weekly basis. Upon Goldust’s debut, insiders 
thought Runnels was committing career suicide. Runnels, 
though, had the last laugh: He won the Intercontinental title 
three times and had memorable feuds with Roddy Piper, 
Mare Mero, and Brian Pillman. Later in his WWF stint, “The 
Bizarre One” even became a fan favorite. But he never 
changed his tactics, which no doubt would have made 
Gorgeous George proud. 

—Timothy Drake 


upside is such that many wrestlers are willing to risk every- 
thing—from their “tough guy” reputations to physical well- 
being—all for a chance at greatness. 

Smackdown’s resident cross-dressing badass, Vito, has 
embarked on such a journey. 


> 
. 


Known more for his ability to punish opponents than his 
knack for coordinating boots with a flowing ball gown, Vito’s 
career had been largely lackluster prior to making his WWE 
debut in 2005. Although he had made it to the big time, he 
was being used as little more than preliminary talent on a 
preliminary program as part of the now-defunct Velocity. 

Unfortunately, obscurity was nothing new for Vito. 
Stemming back to his days in the original ECW and then 
WCW, Vito was never on the cusp of contending for a world 
heavyweight championship. He wasn’t headlining pay-per- 
views, selling much merchandise, or cutting legendary pro- 
mos. In fact, Vito didn’t really get much face-time at all. 

Despite his lack of mainstream publicity, Vito was consid- 
ered a legitimate tough guy of the Smackdown brand. He 
didn’t need a gimmick to earn the respect of his peers; his 
ruthless brutality in the ring gained their respect. 

Still, in an industry where superstars are created as much 
on image as on talent, Vito’s current path of cross-dressing 
his way to success is somewhat confusing. Far be it for any- 
one to question what a wrestler does in his personal life, but 
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The tough-guy act worked for a while, gaining Vito the WCW hardcore title 
(left)—the WCW version of hardcore anyway. And he was tough enough to dom- 
inate scientific star Lance Storm (above). The intimidating Italian thing didn’t 
translate for him in WWE, but, luckily, Vito came up with another plan. 


ever since making his first appearance on a June 2006 
episode of Smackdown while decked out in a form-fitting 
sundress, Vito has finally gained his share of attention—and 
not all of the reviews are good. 

“This guy is a flat-out joke!” squawked Gregory Helms at 
the mere mention of Vito’s name. The former crime-fighting 
Hurricane continued, “He knows he doesn’t have half the tal- 
ent that a true WWE superstar such as myself has, and he 
needs to wear a damn dress to get noticed. He’s nothing but 
cheap heat in an even cheaper dress!” 

Few in the Smackdown locker room openly contradict 
Helms’ sentiments. Maintaining the perception that one is a 
tough, brawling “man’s man” is important in such a violent 
sport and showing anything else could be perceived as a sign 
of weakness. “Man, | don’t know what he’s thinking with 
that dress out there,” fellow Smackdown competitor Matt 
Hardy chuckled, “but it seems to be working for him, so 
what’s wrong with that?” 

The popular Hardy can speak from experience when it 
comes to one’s personal life becoming fodder for public 
scrutiny. Edge had questioned everything from his in-ring 
ability to his manhood during their very personal feud over 
Lita’s affections in 2005. Hardy added, “Vito’s always been a 


| the great, gender-bending wrestlers of the past. So far, 
| Vito’s most important accomplishment as a singles 
wrestler has been his capture of the WCW hardcore cham- 
pionship—and he hasn’t won any titles in WWE. 

If Vito’s career stagnation has resulted from his inability 
to distinguish himself from the pack, has he now drawn a 
huge target on his back by donning the dress? Has his 
appearance made him more enemies—fairly or not—than 
even he can handle? Now that Vito is perceived to be a 
threat to the Smackdown boys club, does he have any 

allies? Only time will tell whether Vito’s choice to express 
himself via frilly ring attire has helped or hurt his career. 
Whatever his rationale, Vito’s choice of wrestling 
Se gear has made him a solid mid-card attraction, and 
that has enabled him to climb Smackdown’s ratings. 
Sm While that may not be his main goal, it’s certainly a 
we, welcome byproduct. Regardless, image is only half the 
= game. Now that his outrageous gimmick has sparked 
y interest in his career, it will be up to Vito to showcase 
his in-ring talent. 

By taking on prevailing social attitudes regarding man- 
liness, and challenging the entire Smackdown lineup, Vito 
has embarked upon a bold course. And he just may add 

N a shiny championship belt to his wardrobe. Oo 


yr 


very good wrestler, but he seemed to be missing something. 
Now that’s all changed. Maybe the way he dresses is giving 
him some kind of psychological advantage over guys who 
think he’s either nuts or soft. He almost wants you to under- 
estimate him, and that’s a big, big mistake.” 

What’s most odd is that Vito’s choice of ring attire is, in all 
reality, not that shocking. Androgynous gimmicks are noth- 
ing new in professional wrestling. From the days of Gorgeous 
George, through both Adrians (Adonis and Street), and recent 
competitors such as Rico and Goldust, wrestlers have played 
on the fears of their opponents—most notably, of being per- 
ceived as “soft” or “less than a man’—as a way to gain a 
psychological advantage (see sidebar). When Vito is done with his 

Yet Vito still hasn’t fully exploited the gimmick—and has acs lle ili 


: finishes business with his 
yet to reach the same level of success enjoyed by some of classic wrestling acumen. 
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Mike 
Knox and Test, 
Tommy Dreamer and 
The Sandman, and Rob 
Van Dam and Sabu are fine 
teams, but they have no 
incentive to remain partners. 
A tag team title would give 
them a reason to stay 
together and fight 


By Kevin McElvaney 


1997. You're sitting in that squat little arena in South 

Philadelphia, with a beer and a few friends. Buh Buh Ray 
Dudley is shouting things into the house microphone that would 
make Lenny Bruce blush. The crowd tries to drown him out with 
profanity-laced chants. One of your buddies turns to you to com- 
ment, but you don’t hear him because Ice Cube’s “Natural Born 
Killaz” blasts over the PA system. The reaction throughout the 


: T’S SATURDAY NIGHT, sometime in 
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arena is deafening, as Th 
Gangstas race to the ring! 

ECW had quite the excitinc 
tag team division in its hey 
day. It made stars of Rob Va 
Dam and Sabu, The Dudley 
Boyz, Public Enemy, and The 
Eliminators. It revolutionized 
tag team wrestling by making 
it “extreme.” The things that 
went down in ECW’s tag divi- 
sion were practically unheard 
of in 1994, yet these ideas 
still influence the wrestling 
world today. Given the divi- 
sion’s prestigious history, as 
well as its current wealth of 
talent, why is not flourishing 
as it did in the past? The 
answer is simple: ECW has no 
tag team championship. 

Tag team wrestling is a 
true art form, and it has given 
fans some of the most excit- 
ing and beloved matches in le 
the history of the sport. Once * 

a team possesses a promo- 

tion’s coveted tag titles, they become the targets of everyone in 
the division. When two teams butt heads, the conflict is usually 
centered on each team’s desire to be the reigning top ‘andem. It 
is the tag team championship that fuels this desire. It brings out 
the best in each team, and the audience reaps the rewards. 

A tag team title might inspire Rob Van Dam and Sabu to 
reunite, for example. Their alliance in the old ECW was revolution- 
ary. These two extreme competitors reinvented tag wrestling, 
using an array of innovative and death-defying maneuvers to 
defeat all comers. Apart, Van Dam and Sabu were both exciting 
and successful. Together, they became dominant. They raised the 
bar for tag wrestling in ECW and throughout the wrestling world. 

In addition to Van Dam and Sabu, the brand has two other 
classic ECW tag teams at its disposal: The-F.B.|. (Little Guido and 
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Tony Mamaluke) and Danny Doring and Roadkill. These three 
teams could set the pace for a new division, one that already has 
several potential teams in the works. 

“| would definitely go for a tag team title in ECW,” said Doring. 
“Everybody knows that me and Roadkill were the greatest tag 
team in the history of ECW, and I'd like to prove that all over again 
to a new generation of fans. I’m one of the best wrestlers ECW 
ever produced, and | can’t prove that without a title belt around 
my waist. Without that, everybody’s just gonna have to take my 
word that I’m the best.” 

We have seen at least two alliances formed in ECW during the 
past several months. Tommy Dreamer and The Sandman have 
touched kendo sticks and joined together as defenders of old- 
school ECW. In doing so, they’ve been challenged by Test and 


If Shannon Moore and C.M. Punk could put their differences aside, they could combine their talents to become the first ECW 
tag team champions since the re-emergence of the brand—that is, if WWE ever chooses to re-establish the title. 


Mike Knox. Test and Knox have proven to be a formidable team. 
With the veteran Test’s guidance, Knox could establish himself as 
a major star in ECW. Test and Knox would probably have to go 
through Dreamer and Sandman to reach an ECW tag team title, 
and that kind of incentive would raise the intensity of all four 
men—and that would benefit the entire brand. — 


The Ail-Vine Top 10 LEW tag teams 


1-The Dudley Boyz (Buh Buh Ray & D-Von) 

2-The Eliminators (Perry Saturn & John Kronus) 
3-The Impact Players (Justin Credible & Lance Storm) 
4-Public Enemy (Rocco Rock & Johnny Grunge) 
5-Sabu & Rob Van Dam 

6-Chris Benoit & Dean Malenko 

7-Danny Doring & Roadkill 

8-The Pit Bulls 

9-The F.B.1. (Little Guido & Tony Mamaluke) 

10-Raven & Stevie Richards 


“| would definitely like to 
see a tag team title in ECW,” 
said Dreamer. “Anything that 
gives the guys something to 
shoot for and rewards them 
for bustin’ their butts in the 
ring, I’m all for it. | suppose 
the higher-ups don’t want 
ECW to take on too much 
right now, and Paul [Heyman] 
probably thinks it’s more 
important to build up the ECW 
singles title. | think the rest 
will come later—a tag team 
title and even maybe a TV 
title. But this is what we’re 
doing, we’re building a brand, 
and that takes time.” 

ECW tag teams have been 
markedly different from the 
get-go. For example, it’s hard 
to forget the tandem formed 
by Raven and Dreamer. The 
two hated each other, yet they 
found themselves in a 
predicament where they were 
simultaneously enemies and 
co-holders of the ECW tag title. This situation was uncomfortable 
for both men, but it resulted in some highly memorable moments 
for fans. On any given night, no one could be sure whether Raven 
and Dreamer would pummel their opponents or each other. 
Tensions were very high, but it all made for some great wrestling— 
both in those tag matches and in the ongoing Raven-Dreamer feud. 

Imagine what would happen if two men were once again 
forced to compete as a team. Take C.M. Punk and Shannon 
Moore. Both are societal outcasts who have submersed them- 
selves in outsider culture. Punk is tattooed and preaches a drug- 
free, hardcore existence. Moore sports a Mohawk and calls him- 
self “The Reject.” Punk and Moore are both gifted athletes who 
refuse to conform. Sometimes, though, two men who are so simi- 
lar cannot co-exist, and tension often gives way to physical con- 
flict. If they were made to team with one another, there is a good 
chance we'd have another Raven-Dreamer on our hands. Of 
course, if Punk-Moore turned into more of a friendship than a 
rivalry, the other tag teams had better watch out! 

An ECW tag team title could also give a new sense of purpose 
to some of the brand’s veterans. Al Snow and Hardcore Holly are 
friends from the set of Tough Enough. Between the two of them, 
they have over 20 years experience in WWE. Their combined 
knowledge and toughness would fare well in ECW, particularly if 
“extreme rules” were in effect. This would be a great move for 
Holly, especially, because Snow is a veteran of ECW and could 
help Holly acclimate to that environment. “Hardcore is really 
tough,” said Snow. “He’s earned that name. He doesn’t have any 
quit in him, and that’s what ECW has always been about.” 

But ECW must give wrestlers an incentive to be tough, a rea- 
son to sweat and bleed for their brand. For a number of ECW 
wrestlers, a tag team championship would do just that. CO 
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FLASHBACK: 


IN EACH ISSUE, WE WILL 
LOOK BACK AT A DEFINING 
MOMENT IN WRESTLING 
HISTORY, ONE THAT 
CHANGED THE SPORT FOR 
BETTER OR FOR WORSE, 
OR PERHAPS BOTH 


Intensity, Violence, And Scientific Majesty 


Despite spending most of his career in the NWA, 
Rick Steamboat was becoming a sensation with WWF 
fans, thanks to his charm, good looks, and his innova- 
tive repertoire that incorporated martial arts strikes 
and kicks. With Hulk Hogan as the reigning World 
champion and WWF matchmakers reluctant to pit one 
fan favorite against another, it seemed a foregone 
conclusion that Steamboat would target Randy 
Savage and his beloved Intercontinental champi- 
onship. 

In October 1986, Savage made his move to end the 
threat of “The Dragon.” Savage faced Steamboat on 
WWF Superstars Of Wrestling, and Steamboat flustered 
the champion with his deep armdrags, flying body- 


The act that started it all: Savage prepares to ram Steamboat’s head into a ringside table. 
Moments later, Savage grabbed the timekeeper’s bell, mounted the top turnbuckle, and 
rammed it into Steamboat's larynx. It was one of the most despicable acts in WWF history. 
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presses, and cat-like quickness. Sensing his title slip- 
ping away from him, Savage took the match outside 
the ring, where the match degenerated into a brawl. 
Steamboat surprised Savage by proving to be just as 
adept at fist-fighting as he was grappling, but Savage 
took the upper hand after slamming Steamboat’s head 
hard into a ringside table. Steamboat had suffered a 
concussion earlier in the year when he was DDT’d out- 
side the ring by Jake Roberts, and, when Steamboat 
went limp after the head shot, fans feared the worst. 

Savage rolled Steamboat back into the ring and 
grabbed the timekeeper’s bell. Savage’s eyes flashed 
like a rabid dog before he shot to the ring apron and 
climbed to the top rope. He stood on the ropes with 
his arms outstretched and the bell dangling menac- 
ingly from his right hand. Then he 
launched himself into the air and landed 
with sickening force, driving the ring bell 
squarely into Steamboat’s throat. 

Medical staff immediately flooded the 
ring, and Steamboat was rushed to the hos- 
pital so physicians could assess the extent 
of the damage. Color commentator Bruno 
Sammartino accompanied Steamboat to the 
hospital and later told television viewers 
that Steamboat’s larynx had been crushed. 
He also mistakenly reported that Steamboat 
7) had undergone a tracheotomy to allow him 
to breathe. It was one of the most violent 
acts in WWF history, and took place in front 
of a stunned national television audience. 


The result was one of the most exciting 
feuds of all-time. At times, it was barbar- 
ic, with Savage and Steamboat literally 
using their hands to try to choke the life 


er 
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Steamboat didn’t want to wait for a sanctioned match upon his return in 
January 1987. He attacked Savage on WWF television, tearing at the 
Intercontinental champion’s ring robe and taking aim with a right hand. 
Interestingly, their classic match at WrestleMania III did not include such 
gratuitous violence. 


out of each other. At other times, it was almost poetic, 
with Savage and Steamboat delivering the era’s most 
intense exhibitions of scientific wrestling 

First, Steamboat had to recover from the severe 
larynx injury. Three months later, in January 1987, 
Steamboat returned to WWF television and vowed that 
he would punish Savage by taking his Intercontinental 
title—and that he would inflict as much bodily harm 
as possible in the process. 

But Steamboat couldn’t wait for the title match. He 
confronted Savage prior to the Intercontinental cham- 
pion’s scheduled appearance on Superstars Of 
Wrestling. Breathing fire, “The Dragon” tore into 
Savage in the ring, rocking him with punches and rip- 
ping off his ring rope. Steamboat went straight for his 
throat, choking Savage, who hadn’t even had a chance 
to remove his sunglasses. Several officials had to 
restrain Steamboat from doing further damage. 
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The showdown was set for WrestleMania Ill at the 
Pontiac Silverdome near Detroit. Considering 
Steamboat’s rage and Savage’s already unstable per- 
sonality, fans expected a wild brawl. 

But they got a masterpiece—and the PW/ Match of 
the Year for 1987. As he had done against Ric Flair 
countless times in the past, Steamboat channeled his 
aggression into a relentless scientific offense. Utilizing 
stinging chops, high-impact aerial moves, and on-the- 
mat holds, Steamboat gave Savage few opportunities 
to break the rules. And Savage couldn’t bail to the 
arena floor because George “The Animal” Steele was 
Steamboat’s backup at ringside. 

So, Savage had no choice but to respond in kind. 
Savage seized the momentum several times through 
reversals and counterholds. For all of his tendencies to 
take shortcuts, Savage displayed a great scientific reper- 
Savage targeted Steam- 
boat’s vulnerable larynx 
during their Wrest- 
leMania lil encounter, 
even jerking the top rope 
into “The Dragon’s” 
throat (below). Yet, for 
the most part, Steamboat 
refused to brawl with the 
champion, instead main- | 
taining his focus with 


basic holds, such as this 
arm twist (right). 


toire against Steamboat. Incredibly, there were 19 two- 

counts during the match, with Steamboat scoring 11 of 

them. In the end, Steamboat rolled up Savage with a 

reverse small package to win the Intercontinental title. 
The Steamboat-Savage feud continued throughout the 

United States. Unfortunately, the heralded scientific clash 

at WrestleMania Ill was replaced by a series of violent and 

bloody encounters, many of which occurred in steel 

cages. The WWF did away with the blue iron fence used 

at WrestleMania 2 and, for the Steamboat- 

Savage feud, returned to the steel mesh 

variety. The most violent of these matches 

occurred in Detroit. And it was the exact 

opposite of their match at the Silverdome, 

lacking finesse and any resemblance to 

wrestling as sport. 


AFTERMATH 

After retaining the Intercontinental 
title in some of the hardest-fought 
matches in history, Steamboat shocked 
the wrestling world by losing the 
Intercontinental championship to the 
unheralded Honky Tonk Man on June 2, 
1987. He then took some time off follow- 
ing the birth of his son, and later jumped 
to the NWA where he would win his 
first—and only—World title from Ric Flair. 


Even the incredibly disciplined Steamboat lost his temper a few times 
during their WrestleMania III match. Here, Steamboat presses his thumbs 
against Savage’s esophagus to give him just a taste of the punishment he 
endured at the hands of “The Macho Man” (right). Steamboat also utilized 
his martial arts repertoire, leaping high into the air to deliver this chop to 
the top of Savage’s head (left). 


Savage, incredibly, became a fan favorite through 
feuds with Roberts and Honky Tonk Man. He won his 
first of three WWF World titles the following year. 

a “Q&A” interview published in the Volume 1, 
2004, issue of The Wrestler/Inside Wrestling, 
Steamboat looked back upon his rivalry with Savage, 
Specifically their match at WrestleMania Ill, with fond- 
ness. “Savage and | knew we could steal that show,” 
he said. “There was nothing fantastic about that 
: match, no chairs, tables, or ladders. Instead, we paint- 
> area BAY CY, ed a picture of two guys really trying to beat each 
AN AW x i % Kins other.” 
V\hihh Vt NB Savage’s act of incredible violence brought out 
i Pa isin mies ANS FPP Steamboat’s killer instinct, and sparked one of the 
pe ofalp of the cage? it ane ain es eh obiaveld in most Us morable feuds EY: It also ralsed the bar for 
Detroit, only a short distance away from Pontiac, Michigan, where athleticism and excitement in wrestling, and inspired 
WrestleMania Ill took place. This bout was far more brutal. countless wrestlers in the years to follow. i} 
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Dec. 1978: The Shattered Dreams Of Dusty 
Rhodes. Also: Mr. Wrestling |, Dino Bravo, Flair. 
Steamboat, Bruno Sammartino, 

April 1979: The Terrible Pain Ric Fisir Causes 
Dusty Rhodes. Also; Andre the Giant, Backlund- 
Maivia, Paul Jones, converted rulebreakers. 

Aug. 1980: Larry Zbyszko's Foolproof Plot To 
Drive Bruno Out Of Wrestling. Also; Bobby Hee- 
nan, Mr. Wrestling tl, Ox Baker 

September 1980: Will The Fans Hate The New 
Dusty Rhodes? Also: Mascaras-Sicodelico, Larry 
Zbyszko, Ladd-Strongbow, Hussein Arab. 

Noy. 1980: Zbyszko vs. Putski: From Brotherly 
Love To Brutal Hatred. Also, Nick Bockwinkel, 
Ousty Rhodes, The Assassin, Koloff & Volkofi. 
April 1981: Bruno Sammartino Jr. Confesses: 
“It's Hell Carrying The Name Of My Father.” Aij- 
so: Bugsy McGraw, Capt, Lou Albano, Mongolian 
Stomper, Flair-Race. 

May 1981: Hussein Arab vs. Ivan Koloti: A 
Bloody War Explodes In A Neutral Country. Al- 
$0: Bob Backlund, Bobo Brazil, Santana & Bravo, 
David Von Erich-Race. 

Sept. 1981: Patera & The Freebirds: The Unholy 
Alliance Seeks To Cripple Ted DiBiase. Also: 
Junkyard Dog, Dory Funk Jr., Killer Khan, Ivan Koloff. 
March 1982: Backlund-Valentine Death Match: 
The WWF Title Is Back Where It Belongs. Also: 
Austin Idol, Spoiler, Tommy Rich, Brisco-DiBiase 
May 1982: Adrian Adonis: “! Can Beat Bob 
Backlund ... | Just Can't Beat The System!" 
Also: Dusty Rhodes, Flair & Mr. Wrestling 1, D. Von 
Erich-M. Graham, Hogan-Blackwell, 

June 1982: Blackjack Mulligan Jr.'s Tragic 
Story: “I Have No Father ... | Have No Friends!” 
Also: Sgl. Slaughter, Morales-Valentine, Montreal, 
Super Destroyer & Masked Superstar. 

Aug. 1982: Is Andre The Giant Getting Too 
Big For Wrestling? Also’ Nick Bockwinkel, Mil 
Mascaras, Backlund-Mulligan Sr., Studd-Super 
Destroyer. 

Oct. 1982: Roddy Piper: “I Don't Have To 
Cheat To Defeat Tommy Rich.” Also: James J. 
Dillon, Andre-Mulligan Sr,, Pat Patterson, Mag 
nificent Muraco- 

Nov. 1982: Ric Flair—Wrestling’s Most Versatile 
Champion. Also: Hansen & Anderson, Mulligai)- 
Windham, Jimmy Snuka. 

Dec. 1982: Andre vs. Mulligan: The Giant Is 
Mightier Than The Claw. Also: Grand Wizard 
Jerry Lawler, Rich-Heenan, Jack Brisco. 

April 1983: Ivan Koloff vs. Ken Patera: The 
Shocking Truth Behind The Battle Of The 
Titans, Also: Albano-Snuka, Kabuki, Tommy Rich. 
dune 1983: Bob Backlund ys. John Studd: The 
Untold Story Behind Studd’s Raw Deal. Also: 
Jim Garvin, Bockwinkel-Lawler, Bob Orton Jr. 

Sept. 1983; Zbyszko vs. Rich: Can The National 
Title Survive This Brutal Tug Of War? Also: 
Andre-Kamala, Piper-Valentine, Michael Hayes. 
Nov. 1983: We Sent Hulk Hogan To Cover Bock- 
winkel vs. Wahoo ... And All Hell Broke Loose! 
Also: James J. Dillon, Race-Kevin Von Erich, Paul 
Ellering, Reed-JYD, 

April 1984: Rick Steamboat Quits Wrestling! 
The Real Story Behind His Most Painful De- 
cision. Also: Masked Superstar-Mulligan, Adams- 
Garvin, Barry Windham, Ric Flair. 

June 1984: Ric Flair On The Defensive: Is Mike 
Rotundo Ready To Take The NWA Title? Also: 
Ted DiBiase, Jim Cornette, Angelo Mosca Jr. 

July 1984: Ric Flair Brings The World Title To 
The New York Area: A Night Of Champions At 
The Meadowlands. Also; Martel-Bravo, Mr, Wres- 
tling II, Jumbo Tsuruta. 

Aug. 1984: Junkyard Dog Joins Jim Valiant’s 
Boogie Woogie Brigade. Also: Steve O-Zbyszko, 
Magnum-Wrestling Il, Austin Idol, Sugar-Spoller. 
Sept. 1984: Rick Martel Dethrones Jumbo Tsu- 
ruta: Finally, An AWA Champion To Be Proud 
Of. Also: Brody-LeDuc, Iron Sheik, Kerry Von 
Erich, Rock ‘n’ Roll Express. 

Oct. 1984: Collision Of The Florida Muscle- 
men: Can Billy Jack Squeeze Superstar 
Graham Out Of Wrestling? Also: Road Warriors, 
Flair-Steamboat, Eddie Gilben, Orndoril & Shultz- 
Atlas & Johnson, 

Nov. 1984: Dusty Rhodes: Champion Of Cham- 
pions .., And Still The Lord Of The Ring. Also: 
Rich-Gilbert, Gino Hernandez, Road Warriors, 
JYD-Reed. 

Dec. 1984: How Hulkamania Trampled Big John 
Studd, Also: Road Warriors, Magnum T.A., Wahoo 
McDaniel, Sullivan-Rhodes. 

March 1985: He’s Back And Better Than 
Ever: Backlund-A-Mania Is Sweeping The 
Nation! Also: Koloffs, Billy Jack, Von Erichs- 
Devastation Inc. 


June 1985: Sgl. Slaughter Topples Ric Flair— 
So Why Isn't He Champion? Also: Ellering & 
Road Warriors, Kolofis & Klushelwv-Vor Erichs, 
Kevin Von Erich, Andre & JYD, 

Sept. 1985: A Psychologist Examines ‘Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper! Is He As Crazy As You Think He 
Is? Also: Magnum-Blanchard, Fantastics, Alc Flair, 
Gagne & Sammartino, 

Jan, 1986: Rick Steamboat vs. Magnificent 
Muraco. The Volcano Rumbles. Also, Warriors & 
Ellering, Mike Von Erich, Jake Roberts, Koloff & 
Khrushchev-Rock ‘n’ Rolls, 

March 1986: Barry Windham & Mike Rotundo: 
Will Their Reunion Spell Disaster For Kendall 
Windham? Also, Studd-Hillbilly, Rick Rude, Jerry 
Lawler, Russians-Road Warrlors. 

April 1986; Starrcade’s Over, Bul The Feud 
Rages On: Dusty Rhodes And Ric Flair Cannot 
Survive ‘86! Also: Andie-Heenan, Bill Watts, Scott 
Hall, Lance Von Erich. 

June 1986: Barry Windham'’s NWA Mission: 
Humiliate Ric Flair! Also. Nord-Hoad Warilors, 
British Bulkfogs, L. Von Erich-One Man Gang, Tully 
Blanchard, 

July 1986: All-American Special Issue: Sgt, 
Slaughter, Hulk Hogan, Magnum T.A. Also: \van 
Kolotf, Rude-Lance Von Erich, 

Aug. 1986. WrestleMania 2: Hulk Hogan's Night 
Of Redemption, Also: Jim & Ron Garvin, Steve 
Williams, Rick Martel, Sir Oliver Hurnperdink, 
Sept. 1986: Dusty Rhodes & Magnum T.A.: 
America’s Team Is Not Out For Glory ... It's Out 
For Revenge! Also, Andfe-Hogan, Chris Adams, 
Barry Windham, Scott Hall, 

Oct. 1986; The NWA Championship Sinks To A 
New Low: Ric Flair Needs 10 Thugs To Defeat 
Lex Luger! Also: Road Warriors, Randy Savage, 
Verne Gagne, Fantastics-Sheepherders, 

Nov. 1986: Paul Ellering’s Own Story: "How My 
Road Warriors Made Dusty Rhodes NWA 
Champion.” Also: Adains-Rude, Britis!) Bulidogs, 
Bockwinkel-Hansen, dill Watts. 

Dec. 1986: Rock 'n’ Roll Revival: Morton And 
Gibson Regain The NWA World Tag Title! Also: 
Lex Luger, Hogan-Adaiiis, Hall-DeBeers, Baby Doll, 
Jan. 1987: The New Roddy Piper: Why The 
Fans Love Him ... Bul Why They Should Hate 
Him! Also: Terry Tayloi, Magnum T.A,, Rude-Flair, 
Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Feb, 1987: Hogan, Piper, Orndorif: The WWF's 
Hate Triangle. Also: Terry Taylor, Alc Flair, Mid- 
night Rockers, Kevin Von Erich. 

March 1987: Happy Anniversary, Hulk Hogan! 
The WWF Champlon Celebrates Three Years At 
The Top. Also: Ric Flair, Missy-Gilbert, Lex Luger, 
Bulldogs, Kolofts, 

April 1987: Steamboat & Windham: Manny 
Happy Returns! Also: Paul Eliering, Hacksaw 
Duggan, prospects. 

May 1987; Barry Windham's Warning To Lex 
Luger: "Keep Away Froni Tne Four Horsemen.” 
Also: Steamboat-Savage, Hogan-Andre, Freebirds 
& Sunshine, Williams-OMG, Midnight Rockers, 
June 1987: Nikita Koloff’s Mission: Saddle The 
Horsemen And Trample Lex Luger! Also: Roddy 
Piper, Adams & Taylor, Bruiser Brody, Scott Hall 
July 1987; Exclusive Ringside Reports: 
WrestleMania Ill Makes History! Also: Mid- 
night Rockers, Mike Rotundo, Danny Davis, 
Ted DiBiase_ 

Aug. 1987: The Superpowers’ Super Victory: 
Dusty Rhodes & Nikita Koloff Win The Crockett 
Cup. Also: Hulk Hogan, Lane & Cornette, Mike Von 
Erich, Adams & Taylor, 

Sept. 1987: Hulk Hogan Defeats Harley Race: 
How Fate Took The Greatness Out Of This 
Violent Feud. Also: New Breed-R&R Express, 
Rich & idol, Honky Tonk Man, Eddie Gilbert. 

Oct. 1987: The Rock 'n’ Roll Express Win Their 
Fourth NWA Title. Also, Hogan-Bigelow, Rhodes- 
Blanchard, scatfold, Kevin Sullivan. 

Noy, 1987: Special Fan Poll: Should Mr. T Be 
Allowed To Referee? Also: War Games, Bulldogs, 
Condrey & Rose, Dusty Rhodes. 

Dec. 1987: Rhodes Challenges Luger: Will 
Ousty’s U.S, Title Hopes Split The Superpow- 
ers? Also: Hayes-Bubba, Magnum T,A., Randy 
Savage, A) Perez. 

Jan, 1988: Is Hulk Hogan Bored With The WWF 
Title? Also. R&Rs-Horsemen, Flair-A, Garvin, 
Adrian Adonis, Sieve Williams. 

Feb. 1988: A Special Analysis By Jesse Ven- 
tura: Randy Savage Has Wimped Out! Also 
Sting, R&Rs-Blanchard & Anderson, Kevin Von 
Erich, Dangevously-Lawler-Dundes, 

March 1988: Bam Bam Bigelow: Wrestling's 
Most Dangerous Man. Also: Adams-Perez, Nikita 
Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 


May 1988: Million-Dollar Middleman: The Future 
Of The WWF Is In Ted DiBiase'’s Hands, Also: 
Zbyszko & Baby Doll, Road Warriors-Konga & 
Warlord, Fritz Von Erich, Rockers-Express. 

June 1988; The Noble Savage: How Beauty 
Killed The Beast Within “The Macho Man.” Also; 
Warriors-Warlord & Barbarian, R&R Express, Baby 
Doll, G. Gagne-Hennig. 

July 1988: A Toast To Wrestling’s Odd Couple: 
Kerry Von Erich & Michael Hayes Unite! Also: 
OiBiase-Savage-Hogan, Dillon & Horsemen, Sting, 
Rick Steamboat 

Aug, 1988: What Randy Savage Must Do To 
Escape The Shadow Of Hulk Hogan. Also: Hyalt- 
Gilbert, Sting, Michael Hayes, Honky Tonk. 

Oct. 1988: Preview & Analysis; Megapowers vs, 
Megabucks. Also: Horsemen, Jerry Lawler, War- 
lord & Barbarian, Dangerously-Gilbent, Beefcake 
Honky Tonk. 

Noy. 1988; Dusty Rhodes vs. Barry Windham: 
The Night The Teacher Learned A Lesson. Also, 
Karry-Lawler, Lex Luger, Muraco-Valentine, 
Freebirds. 

Dec, 1988: Exclusive “Hotseat” Interview: Rod- 
dy Piper—wWill He Ever Be Back? Also; Powers of 
Pain, Ullimate Warrior, Ric Flair, Bambi-Mystic, 
Kevin Von Erich 

Feb. 1989: Tully & Arn Will Fall Under Bobby 
Heenan! A Special Analysis By J.J. Dillon. Also: 
Hogan-Bossman, Sgt. Slaughter, Lawler-INsioE 
WrestLuna, Davis-Wayne. 

June 1989: Finally, Fortune Favors The Chal- 
lenger: Rick Steamboat Wins Ric Flair's NWA 
Belt! Also} Morton & Gibson, Macho Madness- 
Hulkamania, Lex Luger, Jimmy Jack Funk. 

Aug. 1989: Your Ballots Are In: Hulkamania 
Rules! Also: Tanaka & Diamond, Rick Steamboat, 
Bigelow-Rhodes, Rick Rude, Jim Cornette. 

Sept. 1989: Savage Is Shamed By Hogan—Only 
Elizabeth Can Save Him Now, Also: Lex Luger, 
Mil Mascaras, Dusty Rhodes, Bushwhackers, 
Skandor Akbar, 

Oct, 1989: Dusty Rhodes’ WWF Hit List. Also: 
Hall-Pillman-Vicious, Curt Hennig, Warriors, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Erich 

Nov. 1989; Please, Elizabeth—Don't Wrestle 
Sherri! Also: Mil Mascaras, Dangerously-Cornette, 
Sting-T. Funk, Lex Lugar, Jake Roberts. 

Dec. 1989: The Dusty Road Is Paved With 
Gold: The American Dream Lives On! Also: Ric 
Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry-Chu-hi, Lex Luger, 
Larry Zbyszko. 

dan, 1990: Why Sting's Friendship Is Tearing 
Ric Flair Apart! Also: Roberts-DiBiase, Rock ‘n’ 
Rolls, Lawler-Embry, Hulk Hogan, Paul E. 
Dangerously 

Feb, 1990: Sex Symbol Showdown: Rude's Out 
«-. Piper's In... And The Fans Love It! Also: War- 
riors-Skyscrapers, Jimmy Snuka, Tom Zenk, De- 
struction Crew, Kerry Von Erich 

March 1990 (Special Issue): The ‘80s: A Rous- 
Ing Review Of A Dynamic Decade. Also: Bobby 
Heenan, Ric Flair, Paul Omdortf, 

April 1990: Starrcade ‘89: Night Of The Iron 
Men. Also: Warrlor-Hogan, Dustin Rhodes, Buzz 
Sawyer, WWF shuffle, 

May 1990; WrestleMania VI Main Event: Hulk 
Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior; Exclusive Preview 
& Analysis. Also. Jerry Lawler, Al Perez, Lex 
Luger, Woman, LPWA. 

June 1990: Tragedy Strikes Sting! How You 
Can Help Speed His Recovery. Also: Saito-Zbys- 
zko, Earthquake, Ultimate Warrior, Jeff Jarrett. 

July 1990: Our Urgent Plea To Hulk Hogan & 
The Ultimate Warrior: Team Up And Eliminate 
These Men. Also; Steiners, Sting, Earthquake, 
Kokina Maximus, Tessa. 

Aug. 1990: The Experts Agree: Lex Luger Has 
Made Ric Flair A Broken Man. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Ultimate Warrior, Pillman & Zenk, Terry Taylor, 
Jerry Lawler, 

Sept. 1990: Fighting Fire With Fire: The 
Awesome Foursome—Committed To De- 
stroying The Horsemen, Also, Hulk Hogan, 
Hacksaw Duggan, JYD, Adams-Jeannie, 
Midnight Express 

Oct. 1990; Sting: “I Feel Like I've Conquered 
The World!” Also; Legion of Doom, Bush- 
whackers, E} Gigante, Mike Rotundo, Juice 
Patrol 

Nov, 1990: Alc Flair & Hulk Hogan: A Tale Of 
Two Ex-Champions. Also: Sid Vicious, Sat. 
Slaughter, Jeannie-Toni, Mr. Fuji & Orient Express. 
Dec. 1990: Halloween Havoc Horror! Why Sting 
Is Spooked By Sid Vicious. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Kerry Von Erich, Jim Cornette, Larry Zbyszko. 

Jan. 1991; Warning To The Ultimate Warrior: 
The Legion Of Doom Will Lead You To De- 
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struction. Also; Paul E. Dangerously, Chris 
Adams, Steiners, Lawler-T, Funk, 

Feb. 1991: Our Plan For The “Hulkster” To 
Regain The WWF World Belt. Also: Terry Tay- 
lor, Rick Martel, Sting & Simmons, all-annoy- 
ing, Stan Hansen. 

March 1991: The Earthquake Feud Rumbles On: 
Will Hulk Hogan Be The Victim Of His Own 
Deadly Obsession? Also: Roberts-Martel, Sting- 
Hansen, Keirn-Parez, Barry Windham. 

April 1991: The Steiners: They'd Be Wrestling’s 
Greatest Tag Team, But ... Also: Eddie Gilbert. 
Flair-Sting, Steiners, Roddy Piper, Larry Zbyszko, 
Sgt Slaughter, 

June 1991: Steiners, LOD: Tag Team Thunder. 
Also: Steve Williams, Nikita Koloff, |-C belt, 
Dundees, Arn Anderson. 

July 1991; Hogan’s Burning Mad! Beating 
Slaughter For The Title Was Not Enough. Also: 
Virgil, Nastys, Steiners, Dan Spivey, Terry Funk. 
Aug. 1991: Are The Steiners Getting Too Cocky 
For Their Own Good? Also: Jerry Lawler, Rick 
Steamboat, Warrior-Undertaker, Dustin Rhodes. 
Flair-Windham. 

Sept. 1991: Justice Is In The WWF ... And Ho- 
gan's In The Biggest Trouble Of His Life! Also: 
Missy-Paul E., Rick Rude, Curt Hennig, Stevie 
Ray, Diamond Exchange. 

Oct, 1991: Exclusive Preview & Analysis: Sum- 
merSlam ‘91, Also: Savage & Liz, Hogan & War- 
rior. Leg Luger, Santana-Atlas, Steve Williams, 
Studd-Zenk. 

Nov. 1991: Our Investigation Reveals ... The 
Truth Behind The Hogan-Savage Connection. 
Also: Lex Luger, Ric Flair, War Games, Mounties, 
foreign objects. 

Dec. 1991: A Night To Remember; SummerSlam 
Provides Heat For The Cold Months Ahead. 
Also; Alexandra York, Simmons-Luger, Lane & 
Comette, Leatherface 

Jan, 1992: Insibe WrestLNG Reveals: Sting’s 
Memo From A Maniac! Also: Freebirds, Black- 
hearts, Bret Hart, Dusty Rhodes, Mike Rotundo. 
March 1892: Who's Winning The Hogan-Flair 
Wars? Also! Steiners, Survivor Senes, Enforcers- 
Rhodes & Steamboat, Johnny B. Badd. 

May 1992; War! WrestleMania Will Be Sid 
And Hulk's Battleground. Also: Jushin Liger, 
Eddie Gilbert, Repo Man, Austin-Blossom, Tri- 
State & UWF 

June 1992: Sting: A New Champion, A New Era. 
Also: Hulk Hogan, Harley Race, Marcus Bagwell, 
Tony Atlas, IRS & DiBiase. 

duly 1992: Is Regaining The WWF Title An 
Impossible Undertaking? Also: Sherri & 
Shawn, Big Van Vader, Gordy & Williams, 
Kamala, Joe Savoldi 

Aug, 1992: The Closer Flair Gets ... The More 
Savage “Macho Man” Becomes. Also: Jack- 
Badd, Brian Christopher, LOD & Ellering, Taylor & 
Valentine, Dusty Wolfe. 

Sept. 1992: Hulk Hogan’s “Retirement”: Why 
The WWF Will Never Let Him Rest In Peace. 
Also: War Games, Big Van Vader, Kamala, Marty 
vannetly, UK. 

Oct. 1992: SummerSlam ‘92: Exclusive Preview 
& Analysis, Also: S. Steiner-Muta, Ron Simmons, 
Eddie Gilbert, Eric Embry, 

Nov. 1992: The Great American Crash: Vader 
Crushes Sting For The WCW World Title. Also: 
Ric Flair, Ultimate Warrior, Madusa, Warlord & 
Barbarian-Bushwhackers, top rope rule. 

Dec. 1992: Hey, Ric Flair: Stop Whining And 
Start Winning. Also: Razor Ramon, Heavenly 
Bodies, Jef! Jarrett, Windham & D. Rhodes; 
NWA title, 

March 1993: Who Controls The Balance Of 
Power In The WWF? Also; Shawn Michaels, 
Nikita Koloff, Windham-Dustin, Survivor Series, 
Rod Price. 

April 1993: New Blood! The Wrestlers Who 
Could Revitalize The WWF In ‘93. Also: Z-Man & 
Gunn, Sting-Vader, Dangerous Alliance, Ric Flair. 
May 1993: Exclusive WrestleMania IX Match 
Analysis. Also: Andre the Giant, Pillman & 
Austin, Great Muta, Headshrinkers-Steiners, 2 
Cold Scorpio. 

Jan. 1994 (Special Edition): Wrestling's Seas- 
onal Spectaculars—WWF SummerSlam, WCW 
Fall Brawl. Also: Rick Martel, Razor Ramon, 
Steven Regal, Paul Orndorfi, Mascaras-Liger, 
ECW baseball bat matches, 

May 1994: Lex Luger & Bret Hart: Their Greatest 
Triumphs, Their Gravest Tragedies. Also: Flair- 
Rude, Rick Morton, Heenan-Bockwinkel, Brian 
Christopher, Yoko-Booger. 

June 1994: Wake Up, Rick Steamboat: Ric Flair 
ts Still “Slick” Ric! Also: Jimmy Snuka, Tony 


Anthony, IRS, Bruise Brothers, Alundra Blayze, 
Freebirds. 

July 1994 (Special Issue): A Look Into Wres- 
tling’s Future: You Won't Believe What You'll 
See! Also: Ron Simmons, Sting, Earthquake- 
Booger, Bob Armstrong, Diesel. 

Oct, 1994 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Doink, Vader-Race, Mabel, Dory Funk Jr., 
Owen-Bret, Hall of Fame. 

March 1995: Predictions 1995. Also: Nastys, 
Razor Ramon, Tasmaniac, Kid-Man O' War, 
Piliman & Hogan. 

June 1995: The Beginning Of The End? Will 
Hulk Hogan Get Burned By Friendly Fire? Also: 
Steve Austin, Gangstas, Public Enemy, Bret-Owen, 
Jeff Jarrett. 

Oct, 1995 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Randy Savage, Bret & Cactus, Sting, Diesel, 
Hawk. 

Nov. 1995: One Defense In Four Months?! 
Strip Hulk Hogan Of The Title—Now! Also; Alex 
Wright, Tatanka, King of Ring, Chris Benoit, 
Backlund-Clinton. 

Jan. 1996: Our Holiday Wish List For 1996! Also; 
Scott Norton, Sid Vicious, Psicosis-Misterio, Barry 
Horowitz, Sabu. 

Feb. 1996: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 1996 
Has In Store For Them! Also: Goldust, Sherri- 
Parker, Mikey Whipwreck, Smokin' Gunns. 

March 1996: His Excellency! How Bret Mas- 
terminded Diesel’s Execution, Also: Jeff Jar- 
rett, Giant, Jim Cornette, Survivor Series, Ed- 
die Guerrero. 

June 1996: Luger Or Hogan? If Sting Makes 
The Wrong Choice, He's Through! Also: 
Road Warriors, Roddy Piper, Ahmed Johnson, 
Raven, Al Snow 

Aug. 1996: The Greening Of Wrestling: How 
Sting & Shawn Will Become $50,000,000 Men! 
Also: Bodydonnas, Giant, Guerrera-Misterio, 
George Steele, Goldust & Marlena. 

Oct. 1996 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Jake Roberts, Yokozuna, Giant-Konnan, 
Ahmed Johnson, Chris Jericho, strutters. 

Nov. 1996; The Steiners: Feasting On A Buf- 
fet Of Violence. Also: Shawn Michaels, Sabu- 
Douglas. King of Ring, Eddie Guerrero, truck 
stop terror. 

Dec. 1996: Three Women For Four Horsemen? 
The Hot Search For A Fourth Filly Has Begun! 
Also: Sunny & Gunns, Giant, Goldust, Cornette & 
Hart, Jerry Jarrett. 

Holiday 1996 (Special Issue): The Tombstone: 
Wresling’s Deadliest Finisher. Also: 1997 calen- 
dar, “Pyscho” Sid, Benoit-Misterio, Steiners-NWO, 
Pit Bull |, Jushin Liger, 

Feb, 1997; Trouble In Egoville: is There An NWO 
Within The NWO? Also: Chris Candido, Bret- 
Shawn, Ric Flair, Joey Styles, Liger-Benoit. 

June 1997: Ahmed Johnson Reveals: “I 
Almost Joined The Nation Of Domination,” 
Also: Mankind, Lex Luger, NWO, Davey Boy 
Smith, Jerry Graham. 

Oct. 1997 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: LOD-PG-13, Rob Van Dam, Flair & Horse- 
men, Ken Shamrock, McMichael-White, Madd & 
Mama Maxxine. 

Nov. 1997: WWF War Zone: Interfederation 
Battles Rock The Sport! Also: Ahmed Johnson, 
Curt Hennig, Nueva World Order, Chris Candido, 
Dan Severn. 

Dec. 1997; Losing Is Bull! Has Dennis Rodman 
Had It With Hulk Hogan? Also: Steve Austin, 
Jarrett & Debra, Harts, Funk-Francine, Chris 
Jericho, 

Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): The Steiners’ 
Million-Dollar Gamble! Also: 1998 calendar, Alex 
Wright, The Patriot, Sgt. Slaughter, Turnbuckle 
Turkey Awards. 

Feb, 1998: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What's Ahead 
For ‘98, Also; Brian Pillman, Sting, Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley, Reckless Youth. 

March 1998: Hart Transplant! The Truth Be- 
hind Bret's Defection To WCW. Also: Steve Mc- 
Michael, Bam Bam Bigelow, Steve Austin, Disco 
Inferno. 

April 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 INsioe 
Wrestunc Computer Tournament. Also: Scott 
Hall, Marlena, Chris Benoit, Gunn & James, Sabu- 
Sandman. 

May 1998: Is The WWF Screwing Another Hart? 
Also: Steve Austin, Dallas Page, Booker T, Larry 
Zbyszko, Al Snow. 

June 1998; Exclusive! Steve Austin: The 10 Men 
Who Inspired His Toughness. Also: Dusty & 
Dustin, Perry Satum, Mortis, Jeff Jarrett. 

July 1998 (Special Issue): Top Stars Answer 
Your Personal Questions. Also: Jericho-Misterio 
Jr., Steve Austin, Sunny, Scott Steiner, Chris- 
topher-Michinoku, 

Aug. 1998: WrestleMania XIV: The eal Winners 
And Losers. Also: Sunny, Curt Hennig, Dan Sev- 
em, Ultimo Dragon. 

Sept. 1998: Power Surge! While The NWO Fid- 
dies ... These Men Are Burning. Also: Sable, 
Ultimo-Guerrero, DeGeneration X-Owen, Rocky 
Maivia, Mad Russian-Rambo. 

Oct. 1998 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Steve Austin, Taka Michinoku, Al Snow, 
Hollywood Hogan, Roddy Piper, Misawa-Kawada. 
Nov. 1998: Austin vs. Goldberg: Who Would 


Win And Why. Also: Bret Hart, Dude Love, Junk- 
yard Dog, Helmsley-Michaels, Ray-Booker. 

Dec. 1998: DDP's Big Bang Theories; Cut- 
ting Loose On Life, Love, & The Ultimate Buzz. 
Also: Sable-Jackie, Mankind, Hogan-Horace, 
D-Lo, APW. 

Holiday 1998 (Special Issue): Kane: Still 
Haunted By His Day Of Glory. Also: Eddie 
Guerrero, Stevie Ray, Val Venis, Turnbuckle 
Turkey Awards, bonus calendar. 

Jan. 1999: Seasons Greetings With A Bang 
(DDP & Kimberly). Also: Severn-Shamrock, 
Konnan, Arn, Undertaker-Kane, Chris Jericho. 
March 1999: Estrange Situation! Insider Re- 
veals: “Shane Still Resents His Father! Also: X- 
Pac, Hogan-Warrior, Jesse Ventura, Billy Kidman, 
Scott Norton, 

April 1999 (Special Issue): The 1999 Insive 
Wrestiinc Computer Tournament. Also: Boss- 
man-McMahon, Steiner & Bischoff, Hollywood Ho- 
gan, Wrath, Blue Meanie. 

May 1999: Team Corporate's WrestleMania 
Scare! Mankind’s Title Victory Could Have 
Spoiled Everything! Also: New Age Outlaws, 
Eddie Guerrero, Triple-H, Bill Goldberg. 

June 1999; Still In-Vince-Ible! What Will It Take 
To Topple This Man? Also: Rey Misterio Jr., 
ECW, Triple-H, NWO, Blue Meanie. 

July 1999 (Special Issue): Top Stars Answer 
Your Personal Questions. Also: Vince McMahon, 
Vincent, Eric Bischoff, Giant Baba. 

Aug. 1999: WrestleMania XV: The Real Winners 
And Losers! Also; Vam Dam-Lynn, Saturn, Gol- 
dust, Steiner-Bagwell. 

Oct. 1999 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also: Mankind & Shamrock, Snow-Holly, Sting, 
Edge, Flair-Robinson, AIWF. 

Nov, 1999: Crash At The Bash! Enter Sid, Vi- 
clously! Also: Undertaker-Austin, Acolytes, Master 
P, Debra, Justin Credible. 

Dec. 1999: The Rock: What Makes You Love/Hate 
This Man? Also: Sting, Shane Douglas, Droz, 
Piper-Bagwell, Taz. 

Holiday 1999 (Special Issue): The 1999 Turn- 
buckle Turkey Awards. Also: Sting, Dogg-Gunn, 
Undertaker, Steve Corino, 2000 calendar. 

Jan. 2000: Dreaming Of An Extreme Christ- 
mas (Tommy Dreamer & Francine). Also: Gold- 
berg, Al Snow, Billy Gunn, Doring & Road Kill, 
cigar-chompers. 

Feb, 2000: Wrestling's Top Stars: What's Ahead 
For 2000! Also: Vince-Bulldog, Mike Awesome, Sid 
Vicious, Gorilla Monsoon. 

March 2000: Kevin Nash & Scott Hall: Getting 
Inside The Outsiders’ Heads. Also: Dudleys, 
Jerry Lynn, Vince-DX, Kimberly, Zero Gravity, 

April 2000 (Special Issue): The Y2K Computer 
Tournament, Also: Jarrett-PTB, Christopher & 
Taylor, Lou E. Dangerously, Lawler-Fantastico. 
May 2000: Hey, Scott, Watch Your Back! The 
NWO Is Setting You Up! Also: Hacksaw Duggan, 
Rikishi Phatu, Test, Mike Awesome. 

June 2000: Chris Jericho's Deadliest Enemy: 
His Ego! Also: Tazz, Kidman-Torrie, Nash-Funk, 
Buff Bagwell, New Jack. 

July 2000 (Special Issue): It's True! Kurt Angle 
Will Be Hotter Than The Rock In Six Months! 
Also: Elizabeth, Steve Blackman, Norman Smiley, 
Spike Dudley, personal questions. 

Aug. 2000: WrestleMania 2000: The Real Win- 
ners & Losers! Also: Dustin-Funk, Eddie Guer- 
fero, ECW extreme?, WCW analysis. 

Sept. 2000: Those Damn Dudleys! Is There An 
Evil Act Fans Won't Cheer? Also: Billy Kidman, 
Taka Michinoku, Yoshihiro Tajiri, Jeff Jarrett. 

Oct, 2000 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear Report. 
Also; Kurt Angle, Malenko-Saturn, Lance Storm, 
Tori, Jumbo Tsuruta, ECW headliners. 

Nov. 2000: When Will Triple-H Prociaim ... “I'm 
Sick Of Being A McMahon!" Also: Trish Stratus, 
Shane Douglas, Hulk Hogan, Kevin Nash, Yo- 
shihiro Tajiri. 
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Jan, 2001: Olympic Games: What Kind Of Angle 
Has Curt Been Running? Also; Tazz-Lawler, Big 
Vito, Stacy Keibler, Chris Benoit, Kid Kash, Chyna. 

March 2001: Who Knows The Rock's Role? Is 
He Ditching Wrestling For Hollywood? Also: 
Trish Stratus, Billy Gunn, Jarrett-Sting, C.W, 
Anderson, Booker T, 

May 2001: The WrestleMania Tip Sheet: What 
You Must Know About The Event Of The Year! 
Also: Scott Steiner, Dudleys, Malenko & Lita, 
Shane Douglas, Raven. 

Aug. 2001: Game Face! We Haven't Seen Hunt- 
er's Ugly Side ... But Just Wait! Also: WWF vs. 
WCW, Kurt Angle, Vince McMahon, Booker T, 
Hardys & Lita, Haas brothers, WCW babes, 

Oct. 2001: Will Debra Ice Stone-Cold? Also: 
Vince vs, Shane, Chyna, William Regal, former Big 
Three stars. 

Dec, 2001: The WWF-WCW Dream Matches We 
Really Want! Also: Tazz, Dudleys, Perry Saturn, 
Johnny Valentine, 100 WCW facts. 

Feb, 2002: RVD: The Story You've Been Mis- 
sing For 10 Years! Also: Hardys, Randy Orton, 
Shawn Stasiak, Turnbuckle Turkey Awards. 

April 2002: Feud Alert! The Lowdown On 2002's 
Hotest Showdowns! Also: Rikishi, Stacy Keibler, 
Shane Helms, 2001 report cards. 
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June 2002: Special Comeback Issue: Triple- 
H, Chris Benoit, Kevin Nash. Also: Chris Jer- 
icho, Howard Stern, hypothetical unification 
showdowns. 

Aug. 2002: WrestleMania X8: The Real Winners 
And Losers. Also: Hulk Hogan, Scott Steiner. 
Jamie Noble, Jarrett-Christopher, All-Japan. 

Oct. 2002: Dark Side Be Damned! Undertaker's 
At His Best As Himself! Also: Ric Flair, Triple-H, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Goldberg, WWE-Hollywood. 
Dec. 2002: The Impossible Dream, Part 2: Can 
Angle Win Another Olympic Gold? Also; Shane 
McMahon, PTC-WWE, Trish Stratus, Malice, next 
best things, 

Feb. 2003: HBK’s Miracle Comeback: Will The 
Fans Let Him Make The Smart Choice? Also: 
Edge, RVD, Chuck & Billy, Russ Haas Memorial, 
Turnbuckle Turkeys, 

April 2003: Big Poppa Pump: On A Dirty Mis- 
sion To Clean Up WWE. Also: Ron Killings, Big 
Show, WWE agents, report cards. 

June 2003; Grabbing For Greatness: Triple-H's 
Desperate Quest For Immortality. Also: Abdul- 
lah, Shawn Michaels, Chris Benoit, WCW winners 
& losers. 

Aug. 2003: WrestleMania XIX: The Supercard 
That Changed The Course Of History! Also: 
Rane Dupree, The Hurricane, Chris Jericho, 
Team Angle, injuries, 

Oct. 2003: Done? Don't Count On It! Stone- 
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Cold Will Die If He Can't Fight! Also: Kliq, Miss 
Elizabeth, D-Lo Brown, FBI, WWE nostalgia. 

Dec. 2003: The 10 Most Respectable Wres- 
tlers Who Get No Respect, Also: Dragon vs. 
Misterio, Hulk Hogan, Lance Storm, Sting, 
Lawler vs. Rhodes. 

Feb, 2004: The Game vs. Da Man: The Death 
War That's Too Brutal To Last! Also: Under- 
taker, Kane-Shane, Shaniqua, Briscoes vs. 
Briscos, Turnbucklé Turkeys. 

April 2004: The Raw vs, Smackdown Super 
Bowl Party: WWE Will Never Be The Same! 
Also; Tajiri, Maven, Carly Colon, Raw report 
cards. 

June 2004: Who Can Tame The Beast That Is 
Batista? Also: Hardcore Holly, Michael Shane, 
Chavo-Eddie, ‘McSpansion’s” 20th anniversary. 
Aug. 2004: WrestleMania Alumni Agree: Randy 
Orton's Life Is Changed Forever! Also: Eddie 
Guerrero, Hall & Nash, Chris Benoit, insiders’ poll, 
Nov. 2004; John Cena: Do We Need To Hate Him 
To Love Him? Also: Shelton Benjamin, Steamboat- 
Punk, Chavo Classic, A.J, Styles, Jonathan 
Coachman, William Regal, OVW streetfight. 

Feb. 2005: Why Randy Orton Will Succeed 
Where Brock Lesnar Failed. Also: JBL, Batista, 
Dudleys, Striker, Jeff Hardy, Turnbuckle Turkeys, 
May 2005: The Return Of Brock Lesnar: Is BL 
The Only Man To Take Out JBL? Also: Maven, 
Hardcore Holly, Lita, TNA, Raw report cards. 
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WRESTLING 


THE WRESTLING 


21 
6’, 220 
2006—93 1998—33 
2005—NL 1997—34 
2004—146 1996—9 
2003—135 1995—5 
2002—133 1994—12 
2001—57 1993—56 
2000—38 1992—79 
1999—32 1991—389 
ECW heavyweight (2 times) 
ECW tag team (3 times) 
\ ECW TV 

NWA heavyweight 
IWGP junior heavyweight 
3PW heavyweight 


Alternative Pro Wrestling heavyweight 

Border City Wrestling Can-Am heavyweight 

Frontier Martial Arts Wrestling tag team 

Independent Wrestling Federation heavyweight (2 times) 


Motor City Wrestling heavyweight 


Stampede Pacific heavyweight champion 


Universal Wrestling Association junior light heavyweight 


USA Pro heavyweight champion 

WWC universal heavyweight 

Xtreme Pro Wrestling heavyweight 

Feud of the Year: 3rd runner-up (1994), 3rd runner-up (1997) 
Inspirational Wrestler of the Year: 1st runner-up (1995) 
Most Improved Wrestler of the Year: 2nd runner-up (1994) 
Tag Team of the Year: ist runner-up (1998) 


Whether or not he has a chair in his hand, 
Sabu is one of the most offensively dangerous—and unpre- 
dictable—wrestlers in the sport today. His martial arts train- 
ing and amazing ability to withstand punishment have served 
him well. The former ECW champion helped revolutionize aer- 
ial wrestling in the United States. 

Sabu epitomizes the old maxim that the 
best defense is a good offense. When competitors are able to 
gain momentum, Sabu is at his most vulnerable. Fortunately, 
he’s very good at picking spots and quickly changing the flow 
of a match, making his porous defense less of a liability. 

For over 20 years, Sabu has put his 
body at risk every time he steps between the ropes. He has 
competed and won over fans in arenas around the world. He 
is the gold standard for hardcore wrestling in the U.S. and is 
nearly as popular in Japan, where he spent a good portion of 
his early career. Sabu will go down as one of the all-time 
greats of the hardcore style. 

He’s either a miracle of modern sci- 
ence, or Sabu is one of the most well-conditioned athletes in 
the sport. With the amount of punishment he takes, it’s a 
wonder that his body has allowed him to compete for two 
decades. His physique is not overly muscled, which allows his 
natural strength and agility to carry him 
through matches. 

There’s not a lot of ring 
science to Sabu’s game, yet that hasn’t hurt 
him throughout his career. Even Sabu doesn’t 
know what to expect from himself from one 
match to the next. His unpredictability is one 
of his most reliable strengths. Then again, 
what else could one expect from a nephew of 
The Sheik? 

One doesn’t earn the 
introduction of “suicidal, homicidal, genoci- 
dal” for being tentative in his approach to 
wrestling. Sabu is pure intensity from the 
moment his music starts until the final bell 
and, during all that time, he never seems to 
tire or weaken. This is as much a tribute to 
his conditioning as it is a testament to his 
blatant disregard for his personal well-being. 


@ : Sabu did surprisingly well during his series of 
bouts with ECW champion The Big Show this 
past summer and fall. He wasn’t afraid to 
mount Big Show’s back to attempt a rear 
chinlock. That hold is a particular favorite of 
Sabu’s because he can often maneuver it into 
his camel clutch finisher. 


Sabu has never relied on power wrestling. 
Still, opponents would be wise to not overlook Sabu’s 
strength. He may have the quickest and strongest lower body 
in wrestling. 

Blink and you're likely to miss Sabu’s next 
death-defying move. Without a doubt, Sabu’s speed—both 
physically and mentally—is his greatest asset. In the ring, 
Sabu can siring together two or three high-impact maneuvers 
before an opponent realizes what hit him. He will use every 
inch of the ring, bouncing from post to post to gain the advan- 
tage. He is, undoubtedly, the quickest man in ECW today. 

No one is 
quite sure whether Sabu can actually feel pain at this point in 
his career. A quick glance at Sabu’s body reads like a 
roadmap of-the punishment he has endured over the years. 
The man is a machine that seems to be fueled by agony. 

From Terry Funk to John 
Cena and all types in between, Sabu has faced some of the top 
names in the history of the sport and fared well in nearly every 
match, regardless of the outcome. Nevertheless, his path never 
crossed with a megastar such as Ric Flair or Hulk Hogan during 
the peaks of their respective careers. But, against the talent he 
was able to face, Sabu can be compared favorably. 
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‘0 the top turnbuckle to add more force to his 
lows, such as this sidekick, which sent the 
eetering 7’2”, 485-pounder to the arena floor. 
abu adjusts his plan of attack depending on 
: the size of his foe. 


arely does Sabu get the chance to test his 

kills against smaller opponents. He proves 

hat he can keep pace with Rey Mysterio Jr.’s 

peed, as he delivers a guillotine legdrop onto 
: the luchador at ECW’s One Night Stand. 


: Sabu smacks into Mysterio during this mid-air colli- 
: sion, which occurred when Sabu attempted a spin- 
: ning heel kick as the former Smackdown World 
: champ was bouncing off the ropes. The two daredev- 
: ils wiped each other out in this match, which ended 
: when both men were counted out. 


Hit a guy with a chair, kick him in the face, 
and then throw him through the closest, flattest, most pli- 
able surface available. Predictable, maybe, but this course 
of attack has helped Sabu secure more gold over his 21 
years in the ring than most wrestlers will ever see during 
their careers. Still, Sabu has learned how to include his 
beloved tables and chairs into his wrestling. His “Arabian 
Facebuster” and “Skullcrusher” have instantly ended 
matches. And, when he’s feeling a bit old school, he'll use 
a camel clutch for good measure. 

Imagine a wrestler who is willing to do what- 
ever it takes in the ring—frequently at his own perii—to 
succeed. Now, add to that.a seemingly endless supply of 
adrenaline coupled with a complete lack of pain receptors. 
For good measure, toss in two decades worth of interna- 
tional wrestling experience and competition. Sounds intimi- 
dating when it’s put that way, doesn’t it? 

As is the case with the new ECW, Sabu 
has been in an increasing number of matches where 
extreme rules don’t apply. It’s in those cases when the man 
appears to be at his weakest. When forced to abandon 
what has worked for him for so long—specifically, hard- 
core wrestling—Sabu is surprisingly mortal: A seasoned 
veteran that has scouted Sabu for any amount of time can 


readily match him in most scenarios. 
y : (©) : The perfect partners and the perfect rivals, Sabu and Rob Van Dam, 


Ina career filled with : / have been linked together for the past 15 years. Sabu flourishes when 
insane moments that would make lesser wrestlers rethink * : his opponent defies sanity as much as he does. Taking someone off the 


their career choice, one match in August 1997 truly top turnbuckle with a flying headscissors is easy for this risk-taker. 
cemented Sabu’s legacy in the sport. At ECW’s Born To Be 
Wired event, Sabu battled Terry Funk in a barbed-wire 
match that saw the homicidal one tear open a 
biceps on the razor-sharp wire. Naturally, as 
any right-minded person would do, Sabu 
taped-up his arm, finished the match, and 
super-glued the wound so he could drive to the 
hospital to receive 100 stitches and have it 
closed properly. That’s hardcore. 

Sabu could end up enjoying a long 
and satisfying run once again as ECW champi- 
on ... or he could kill himself in the process. 
Predicting the future for Sabu may very well be 
the most difficult thing to do. For the time 
being, Sabu is in a good place as one of the top 
guys with the re-launched ECW. He will likely 
hold championship gold at some point in 2007. 


© : Too often, Sabu has paid a bigger price than 
his opponent inside the ring. His most avid 
supporters would agree that Sabu is more 
suicidal than he is homicidal or genocidal. 
No wonder this man has so many scars on 
his body. 
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EDITORS’ 


FTER A YEAR of coaxing by fans and the media 
A: TNA fired the first shot in what could 

become “Monday Night War II” by scooping up a 
seemingly broken and defeated Kurt Angle off the WWE 
scrap heap and immediately giving him the keys to the 
Impact Zone. 

As much as professional wrestling is meant to entertain 
and awe the fans, it also means big business. Promoters 
are constantly looking to gain an edge on their competition 
regardless of the consequences. TNA appears to be head- 
éd in that direction with the signing of Angle, a move that 


tN 


The TNA fans’ reaction has been positive since Angle’s debut, leading many 
alternative for the first time ever. 


= 


has gained the attention of fans everywhere ... but could 
possibly become a public relations disaster. 

While Angle was not the first wrestler to establish a fol- 
lowing elsewhere and then make the move to TNA, he is 
certainly the biggest name to do so. When TNA convinced 
Sting to end his retirement and return to the ring, the pro- 
motion was hoping the legend's past success would bring 
in fans that might have tumed away from the sport after 
WCW went out of business in 2001. Likewise, the signing 
of Christian Cage was meant to attract some of WWE's 
audience. And, although both have generally lived up to 
expectations, Angle—as the only WWE main-eventer to 
make the jump so far—may entice a large number of 
casual fans to sample TNA for the first time. 

There are some who decry TNA’s decision to bring in a 
man whose personal struggles with injuries and family 
issues have become public knowledge. The ethical and 


WWE fans to tune into Spike TV’s WWE 


Christian Cage was the first 
major-league star to jump to the 
budding promotion down south. 
Since his signing, Sting, Steiner, 
and now Angle have joined him, 
thus adding to TNA’s momentum. 


moral ramifications of the TNA-Angle deal have caused 
debate within the wrestling community. Others praise the 
promotion’s ingenuity and tenacity, and consider Angle’s 
addition as the start of a new era in professional wrestling. 

So, who is right in this situation? Is TNA putting its busi- 
ness goals ahead of corporate responsibility to ensure that 
its employees—specifically Angle—are healthy and safe? 
Or has TNA simply made a common-sense decision by 
bringing in a superstar at the peak of his popularity? 
Publisher Stu Saks invited Senior Writer Frank Ingiosi and 
Contributing Writers Brady Hicks and Al Alven to discuss 
the topic in depth. 


Wrestling is a lot 
like other sports in the sense that 
when a free agent leaves a team or 
promotion for its rival, it’s always big 
news. In the case of Kurt Angle leav- 
ing WWE under controversial circum- 
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stances and then showing up in 
} TNA, it’s as if Derek Jeter left the 
New York Yankees and showed up 
on television a few weeks later as a 
surprise new addition to the Red 
Sox. Basically, this move is as con- 
troversial as it is exciting. Brady, 
you’ve followed Angle’s career, 
what’s your take on this historic 
signing? 

As much as 
I'd love to see Angle continue his 
career with TNA, my first impres- 
sion when | learned he had signed 
was one of confusion and then dis- 
appointment. No one has ever 
questioned the man’s intensity and 
drive to be the best in the sport, but 
maybe someone should have. 
When he left WWE—on seemingly 
amicable terms—Angle sounded 
quite levelheaded. Supposedly, 
Angle realized he needed to allow 
his injuries to heal and devote more 
time to his family. Then, a few 
weeks later, he shows up in TNA. It 
doesn’t make sense. 

Al, | notice you shaking 
your head a bit there. Do you dis- 
agree with Brady’s assessment? 

| do have to respectfully disagree with 
Brady on a few aspects. First off, Angle is a grown man 
and a life-long athlete. He knows his limitations and what 
his body can and cannot do. Secondly, if he’s in a position 
where he feels he can compete, he should. Unless he’s not 
medically cleared to do so, no one is really in a position to 
tell the man how to make a living. Plus, take into consider- 
ation the fact that Angle was insanely misused in WWE 
toward the end, and that made him tremendously frustrat- 
ed by his own admission. A number of times in WWE, 
Angle was uprooted and haphazardly plugged into another 
brand to hotshot the ratings. Moving to TNA may be what 


Many viewers can’t wait to see what Samoa Joe has in store for the Olympic 
gold medalist. While the addition of Angle will pay instant dividends to TNA, 
he will be the target of every wrestler on the roster. 


the best thing for him. TNA officials want Angle to be a 
major part of its programming, but, at the same time, they 
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the guy needs to revive his enthusiasm for the sport. 

HICKS: You make some good points, Al, and | don’t 
completely disagree with you. What | do take issue with is 
that it just feels like Angle and TNA are really jumping into 
this too soon. TNA knows about his personal issues and yet 
they brought him in solely to improve business. Sometimes 
a promotion has to make an unpopular choice for the good 
of the company and the wrestler in question. It just seems 
a bit odd for the promotion that always prided itself on 
being the “anti- WWE.” 

SAKS: That's a very idealistic notion, Brady. But, had 
Angle signed elsewhere, like Japan or MMA, and TNA lost 
its shot to bring him in, wouldn’t the 


are being responsible in the sense that they appear to be 
saving him only for large events. As for my take on TNA, | 
say chalk this one up as a huge victory! It’s a great coup for 
Dixie Carter, Jeff Jarrett, and the folks down south. By 
locking up Angle, TNA proved to its fans and wrestlers that 
it is committed to their product and in it for the long haul. 

SAKS: But doesn’t the promotion owe some sort of 
duty to Angle to ensure that he isn’t putting himself at risk 
by stepping back in the ring? 

INGIOSI: Of course they do. But wrestling is a busi- 
ness and, knowing that, TNA as a company in that particu- 
lar industry will protect itself as thoroughly as possible from 
any potential liability. A positive byproduct of that due dili- 


fans be just as critical? Frank, what “Angle admits WWE officials didn’t force him 


are your thoughts? 

FRANK INGIOSI: Well, Stu, 
reports are that TNA will be control- 
ling the amount of time Angle 
spends in the ring, which could be 


[INSIDE WRESTLING/THE WRESTLER] 


to leave or restrict him in what he did after 
he left. They respected him enough to allow 
him to leave at the height of his popularity.” 


—Frank Ingiosi 


gence is that it’s not going to put Angle in 
a position to seriously injure himself on 
their dime. They've kicked the tires, so to 
speak, and they seem to believe that he’s 
worth the risk. 

ALVEN: Frank’s right—wrestling is 
a business. It seems, though, that if 
there’s anyone out there who could have 
done more to prevent Angle from possibly 
jumping back into the ring too early, 
maybe it’s WWE. Now, we all know WWE 
is not in the business of paying guys not 
to wrestle, but if the company was as 
concerned with Angle’s well-being as it 
made known in the days and weeks fol- 
lowing his unconditional release, it should 
have done something to ensure that 
Angle took off some amount of time to 
recover. Maybe it could’ve kept him 
under contract and gave him a Chris 
Benoit-style break. Something. 

SAKS: That’s an interesting theory, 
Al. WWE did come off surprisingly com- 
passionate for a former employer who 
just lost one of its top wrestlers. Why 
didn’t they step in and ensure he couldn’t 
put himself in further danger? 

INGIOSI: Well, Stu, what could 
WWE realistically do? The man clearly 
could not balance a life on the road and 
work to improve his physical health and 
situation at home. Angle admits WWE 
didn’t force him to leave nor did it restrict 
him in what he did after he left. They 
respected him enough to allow him to 
leave at the height of his popularity. 

HICKS: Honestly, Angle’s situation 
is more of an indictment of the state of 
the sport than any single promotion. 
Wrestling is no different than other 
sports when it comes to survival of the 
fittest. There is a pressure put on ath- 
letes to be bigger and stronger and to 
fight through the injuries. In wrestling, there is so much 
money to be made by being on television and at the top 
of one’s game. That, along with his love of competition, 
has forced Angle’s hand in this situation. He didn’t want 
to become obsolete while letting his best wrestling years 
go by the wayside. 

ALVEN: That’s only partly true. Sure, sometimes 
wrestling fans do tend to lose interest in a guy when he’s 
not in the limelight, but, when it’s someone the caliber of 
Kurt Angle, they’re more excited than ever when he returns. 
If Angle truly believed that he would lose some of his draw- 
ing power by taking time away from the ring, then he may 


Angle undoubtedly has his eye on the promotion’s ultimate prize—the NWA World title. It is up 
to TNA officials to make sure the super-determined Angle does not do permanent harm to him- 
self in pursuit of that goal. 


be underestimating his place in the business. 

INGIOSI: | agree—Angle is one of the sport's elite. 
The fans would’ve anxiously waited for his return, and wel- 
comed him back with open arms. Wrestling is a brutal, 
unforgiving sport that has its share of flaws, but, in this 
case, | don’t think it’s fair to claim the nature of the busi- 
ness is what forced Angle’s hand. 

SAKS: So, it seems there is no clear consensus as to 
whether Angle’s quick return to the ring will be good or 
bad. At the very least, | feel as if we were able to examine 
this piece of what is sure to become wrestling history from 
all perspectives. Thank you very much, gentlemen. 
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OFFICIAL 


JOHN CENA 

260, West Newbury, MA 

(7) Raw World champion 
STING 

255, Venice Beach, CA 

(6) NWA World champion 

KING BOOKER 

250, Houston, TX 

(2) Smackdown World champion 
BRYAN DANIELSON 

185, Aberdeen, WA 

(3) Ring of Honor champion 
THE BIG SHOW 

493, Tampa, FL 

(5) ECW champion 

MINORU SUZUKI 

220, Yokohama, Japan 

(8) All Japan Triple Crown champion 
NAOMICHI MARUFUJI 
211, Saitama, Japan 

(10) GHC heavyweight champion 
JEFF HARDY 

212, Cameron, NC 


(-) WWE Intercontinental champion 


PAUL LONDON & BRIAN KENDRICK 
Combined weight: 380 pounds 

(1) SD World tag team champions 
HOMICIDE & HERNANDEZ 

Combined weight: 495 pounds 

(2) NWA World tag team champions 

THE SPIRIT SQUAD 

Combined weight: 433 pounds 

'3) Raw World tag team chai 

K.C, JAMES & IDOL STEVENS 


Combined weight: 472 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: SD World tag team title 


SHAWN MICHAELS & TRIPLE-H 
Combined weight: 491 pounds 

(-) No. 1 contenders: Raw World tag team title 
CLAUDIO CASTAGNOLI & CHRIS HERO 
Combined weight: 449 pounds 

(-) Ring of Honor/CZW tag team champions 
CRYME TYME 

Combined weight: 500 pounds 

(-) No. 2 contenders: Raw World tag team title 
CODY RUNNELS & SHAWN SPEARS 


Combined weight: 467 pounds 
(-) OVW Southern tag team champions 


ROB VAN DAM A.J. STYLES & CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 
237, Battle Creek, MI Combined weight: 412 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contender: ECW title (5) No. 1 contenders: NWA World tag team title 
BATISTA TEAM 3D 
318, Washington, DC Combined weight: 521 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contender: SD World title Batista (-) No. 2 contenders: NWA World tag team title 
World Champion: World Champion: ECW Champion: NWA World Champion: 
JOHN CENA KING BOOKER THE BIG SHOW STING 
(1) 260, West Newbury, MA (C) 250, Houston, TX (C) 493, Tampa, FL (2) 255, Venice Beach, CA 
1—JEFF HARDY 1—BATISTA 1—ROB VAN DAM 1—SAMOA JOE 
(3) 212, Cameron, NC (2) 318, Washington, DC (2) 237, Battle Creek, MI (1) 270, Isle of Samoa 
2—TRIPLE-H 2—CHRIS BENOIT 2—TEST 2—A.J. STYLES 
(6) 274, Greenwich, CT (—) 224, Edmonton, Alberta (6) 285, Toronto, Ontario (9) 202, Gainesville, GA 
3—RANDY ORTON 3—BOBBY LASHLEY 3—C.M. PUNK 3—CHRISTIAN CAGE 
(9) 245, St. Louis, MO (4) 255, Topeka, KS (3) 210, Chicago, IL (4) 225, Toronto, Ontario 
4—SHAWN MICHAELS 4—KEN KENNEDY 4—SABU 4—JEFF JARRETT 
(8) 217, San Antonio, TX (1) 246, Minneapolis, MN (1) 220, Bombay, India (C) 230, Nashville, TN 
5—EDGE 5—THE UNDERTAKER 5—MIKE KNOX 5—RHINO 
(C) 240, Toronto, Ontario (8) 304, Dallas, TX (4) 250, Amarillo, TX (3) 275, Detroit, MI 
6—JOHNNY NITRO 6—CHAVO GUERRERO JR. 6—IMAHONEY 6—CHRIS SABIN 
(2) 204, Hanover, WV (-) 210, El Paso, TX (9) 361, Nutley, NJ (-) 207, Detroit, MI 
7—UMAGA 7—REY MYSTERIO JR. 7—STEVIE RICHARDS 7—ABYSS 
(4) 348, Isle of Samoa (9) 163, San Diego, CA (10) 227, Philadelphia, PA (5) 295, parts unknown 
&—RIC FLAIR 8—ViTO 8—THE SANDMAN 8—SCOTT STEINER 
(-) 243, Charlotte, NC (-) 250, Staten Island, NY (7) 244, Sandy, UT (-) 275, Detroit, MI 
9—CARLITO 9—FINLAY 9—MATT STRIKER 9—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 
(7) 220, San Juan, Puerto Rico (3) 235, Belfast, Ireland () 215, Bayside, NY (6) 210, Los Angeles, CA 
10—SHELTON BENJAMIN 10—GREGORY HELMS 10—KEVIN THORN 10—SENSHI 


(-) 245, Minneapolis, MN 


(6) 210, Raleigh, NC 
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(8) 270, Memphis TN 


(8) 170, Brooklyn, NY 


Top 10 and tag team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are 
compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; certain title- 
holders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler 
was not rated in that category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. Note: In an effort to keep the ratings as up-to- 
date as possible, these pages are often the last to be sent to the printer. Thus, the ratings may reflect changes not reflected in the remainder of the issue. 


ALTERNATIVE PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Jason Blackman; 1—Don 
Matthews; 2—Dale Dwindle; 3—Adrian Hawkins; 4—Chris Damian; 5—Rick 
Michaels; 6—Jeremy V.; 7—Lance Christopher; 8—Ryan Michaels; 9—Ace 
Rockwell; 10—Dr. Hannibal Chase. 


AWA SUPREME CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Robert Royale; 
1—William Valentine; 2—Ricky Ruckus; 3—Nic Noble; 4—Tibetan Strangler; 
5—Billy Maverick; 6—Eric Draven; 7—Apollo; 8—Johnny Strattlin; 9—Spazz; 
10—Damien Divine. 


CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Thorn; 1—Nick Hammonds; 2— 
Ray Idol; 3—Chris Richards; 4—Heidenreich; 5—Robbie Cassidy; 6—Tony 
Givens; 7—Wayne Adkins; 8—Allen King; 9—Eddie Golden; 10—Beau James. 


DEVASTATION WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Angel Golzalez; 1— 
Vinny the Fixxer; 2—Crazii Shea; 3—Trent Acid; 4—Glen Osborne; 5—Bobby 
Piper; 6—Big Slam; 7—KIDD; 8—Patch; 9—Amadeus; 10—Sheik Shiel Ali. 


FULL THROTTLE WRESTLING: Champion—xXavier Frost; 1—Scar; 2— 
Napalm; 3—Sly the Redneck Extremist; 4—Curtis Payne; 5—Gideon Morbid; 
6—Ivan Stroganoff; 7—Xander Frost; 8—Cory Pillman; 9—Chris Reign; 10— 
Ninja Presley. 


INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Shawn Donavan; 1— 
Travis Blake; 2—Kevin Knight; 3—Franciz; 4—Shane O’Brien; 5—Tony Torres; 
6—Chris Steeler; 7—Aaron Stride; 8—Fred Sampson; 9—Justin Corino; 10— 
Nick Sabre. 


NWA ANARCHY: Champion—Jeff Lewis; 1—Slim J.; 2—Brandon Phoenix; 
3—Chad Parham; 4—Ace Rockwell; 5—Onyx; 6—Patrick Bentley; 7—T.C. 
Camage; 8—Azrael; 9—Kory Chavis; 10—Shaun Tempers. 


PRO WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT: Champion—Mike Quackenbush; 1— 
Insane Sam; 2—King Kong Bundy; 3—Glen Osbourne; 4—The Patriot; 5— 
Shane Valentine; 6—Hallowicked; 7—Hyjinx; 8—Larry Sweeney; $—Sabian; 
10—Kage. 


PWF NORTHEAST: Champion—Kid Krazy; 1—Johnny Curtis; 2—T.J. Richter; 
3—Billy Black; 4—Hiroshi Asai; 5—Paul Hudson; 6—Jose Perez; 7—Mike 
Paiva; 8—Ebony Blade; 39—Jason Blade; 10—Adam Hastey. 


SQUARED CIRCLE EXPO: Champion—Phillip Pain; 1—Casey J.; 2—Matt Sells; 
3—Don Matthews; 4—The Tower; 5—James Boulevard; 6—Tommy Sawyer; 
7—Rick Michaels; 8—Chris Blade; 9—The Josh; 10—Draco. 


ROH Champion: OVW Champion: 
BRYAN DANIELSON CHET THE JET 
(C) 185, Aberdeen, WA (C) 230, Buffalo, NY 
1—COLT CABANA 1—GUNNER SCOTT 
(1) 235, Chicago, IL (1) 230, Bayside, CA 
2—NIGEL McGUINNESS 2—DEVON DRISCOLL 
(3) 220, London, England (-) 220, Louisville, KY 
3—RODERICK STRONG 3—CHARLES EVANS 
(2) 205, Tampa, FL (2) 285, Third Ward, TX 
4—AUSTIN ARIES 4—SHAWN SPEARS 
(4) 202, Milwaukee, WI (3) 235, Louisville, KY 
5—SAMOA JOE 5—MIKE CRUEL 
(5) 270, Isle of Samoa (6) 210, New York, NY 
6—DELIRIOUS 6—OLEG PRUDIUS 
(-) 192, parts unknown (-) 310, Moscow, Russia 
7—HOMICIDE 7—SETH SKYFIRE 
(6) 220, Brooklyn, NY (5) 195, Birmingham, AL 
8—DAVEY RICHARDS 8—JACOB DUNCAN 
(7) 202, Othello, WA (-) 335, Louisville, KY 
9—JIMMY RAVE 9—ELIJAH BURKE 
(8) 175, Atlanta, GA (-) 230, Jacksonville, FL 
10—MATT SYDAL 10—JOEY MERCURY 
(10) 177, St. Louis, MO (-) 213, Fayetteville, NC 


—— 


1—NAOMICHI MARUFUJI 
(3) 211, Saitama, Japan 


GHC heavyweight champion 
2—HIROSHI TANAHASHI 
(1) 227, Ogaki, Japan 1—MISTICO . , 
IWGP heavyweight champion (1) 177, Mexico City, Mexico 
3—MINORU SUZUKI 2—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 
(2) 220, Yokohama, Japan (8) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico 
All Japan Triple Crown champion 3—BLACK WARRIOR 
ee (5) 201, Torreon, Mexico 
guna inleemert 4—NEGRO CASAS 
KOJI KANEMOTO (6) 185, Mexico City, Mexico 


(7) 205, Osaka, Japan 
IWGP junior heavyweight champion 5—ULTIMO GUERRERO 


6—TAKASHI SUGIURA (4) 200, Mexico City, Mexico 
(10) 216, Aichi, Japan 6—ATLANTIS 
GHC jr. heavyweight champion () 180, Guadalajara, Mexico 
7—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 7—TARZAN BOY 
() 270, Tokyo, Japan (-) 199, Nuevo Leon, Mexico 
(-) 170, Uruyasu, Japan , 
9—JUN AKIYAMA (-) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
(8) 231, Osaka, Japan Ee act JR. 
10 SHUJI KONDO , ZaCALECAS, WIEXICO 
AJPW jr. champion 10—ABISMO NEGRO 
(-) 220, Shizuoka, Japan (~) 211, Tabasco, Mexico 
el 
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ALL JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: VACANT 
(Most recently held by Jamal & Taiyo Kea) 


ALL JAPAN JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHUJI KONDO 
(October 22, 2005; from Taka Michinoku; Tokyo, Japan) 


ALL JAPAN TRIPLE CROWN CHAMPION: MINORU SUZUKI 
(September 3, 2006; from Taiyo Kea; Sapporo, Japan) 


AMERICAN WRESTLING ASSOCIATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: RIC CONVERSE 
(June 14, 2006; from Takao Omori; Indianapolis, INja 


BORDER CITY WRESTLING CAN-AM HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: ABYSS 
(September 15, 2005; beat Bobby Roode; Windsor, Ontario) 


BORDER CITY WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JIMMY JACOBS & PHIL ATLAS 
(July 22, 2005; from Danny Daniels & N8 Mattson; Windsor, Ontario) 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: FREAK NASTTY 
(January 28, 2006; from Fred Sampson; Newark, DE) 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION MID-ATLANTIC CHAMPION: 
BRYAN LOGAN 
(October 7, 2006; from Mike Tobin; Newark, DE) 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
ANDREW RYKER & ADEN CHAMBERS 
(May 13, 2006; from Billy Bax & Rob Eckos; Newark, DE) 


HEARTLAND WRESTLING ASSOCIATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JON MOXLEY 
(May 9, 2006; from Pepper Parks; Cincinnati, OH) 


HEARTLAND WRESTLING ASSOCIATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
AARON & ALAN WILLIAMS 
(July 11, 2006; from Quinten Lee & Ala Hussein; Cincinnati, OH) 


IWA MID-SOUTH HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: CHUCK TAYLOR 
(September 30, 2006; from Toby Klein; Midlothian, IL) 


IWA MID-SOUTH LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JOSH ABERCROMBIE 
(January 21, 2006; beat Tyler Black; Midlothian, IL) 


IWF American Champion: TRAVIS BLAKE 
(August 18, 2006; from Justin Corino; West Paterson, NJ) 


IWF HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHAWN DONAVAN 
(August 19, 2006; from Kevin Knight; West Paterson, NJ) 


IWF TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: STEVE CAMACHO & MIKE DURNIN 
(September 22, 2006; from Antonio Rivera & Tony Torres; West Paterson, NJ) 


IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: HIROSHI TANAHASHI 
(July 17, 2006; title was vacant; Sapporo, Japan) 


IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: MANABU NAKANISHI & TAKAO OMORI 
(July 17, 2006; from Shiro Koshinaka & Togi Makabe; Sapporo, Japan) 


IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: KOJI KANEMOTO 
(May 3, 2006; from Tiger Mask IV; Fukuoka, Japan) 


NWA WORLD CHAMPION: STING 
(October 22, 2006; from Jeff Jarrett; Detroit, Ml) 


NWA WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: HOMICIDE & HERNANDEZ 
(October 22, 2006; from A.J. Styles & Christopher Daniels; Detroit, Ml) 
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FOR PERIOD ENDED OCTOBER 26, 2006 


NWA SHOCKWAVE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
BOBBY ROODE 
(March 22, 2006; from Josh Daniels; Deer Park, NY) 


NWA SHOCKWAVE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JOSE & JOEL MAXIMO 
(March 26, 2006; from Kayotic Kid & Luda Kash; Dover, NJ) 


OVW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: CHET THE JET 
(August 30, 2006; from C.M. Punk; Louisville, KY) 


OVW SOUTHERN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: CODY RUNNELS & SHAWN SPEARS 
(October 18, 2006; from Deuce & Domino; Louisville, KY) 


PRO WRESTLING GUERRILLA CHAMPION: HUMAN TORNADO 
(September 2, 2005; from Joey Ryan; Los Angeles, CA) 


PRO WRESTLING GUERRILLA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS; SUPER DRAGON & B-BOY 
(October 6, 2006; from Chris Bosh & Scott Lost; Reseda, CA) 


PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBAL HONORED CROWN CHAMPION: NAOMICHI MARUFUJI 
(September 9, 2006; from Jun Akiyama; Tokyo, Japan) 


PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBAL HONORED CROWN JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION: TAKASHI SUGIURA 
(June 4, 2006; from KENTA; Tokyo, Japan) 


PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBAL HONORED CROWN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
VACANT 
(Most recently held by Tamon Honda & Kenta Kobashi) 


RING OF HONOR CHAMPION: BRYAN DANIELSON 
(September 17, 2005; from James Gibson; Lake Grove, NY) 


RING OF HONOR PURE CHAMPION: BRYAN DANIELSON 
(August 12, 2006; from Nigel McGuinness; Liverpool, England) 


RING OF HONOR TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
CLAUDIO CASTAGNOLI & CHRIS HERO 
(September 16, 2006; from Austin Aries & Roderick Strong; New York, NY) 


TNA X CHAMPION: A.J. STYLES 
(October 24, 2006; from Chris Sabin; Orlando, FL) 


WWE CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPION: GREGORY HELMS 
(January 29, 2006; from Kid Kash; Miami, FL) 


WWE INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: JEFF HARDY 
(October 2, 2006; from Johnny Nitro; Topeka, KS) 


WWE RAW WORLD CHAMPION: JOHN CENA 
(September 17, 2006; from Edge; Toronto, Ontario) 


WWE RAW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE SPIRIT SQUAD 
(April 3, 2006; from The Big Show & Kane; Chicago, IL) 


WWE SMACKDOWN WORLD CHAMPION: KING BOOKER 
(July 23, 2006; from Rey Mysterio Jr.; Indianapolis, IN) 


WWE SMACKDOWN WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PAUL LONDON & BRIAN 
KENDRICK 
(May 21, 2006; Johnny Nitro and Joey Mercury; Phoenix, AZ) 


WWE U.S. CHAMPION: CHRIS BENOIT 
(October 10, 2006; from Ken Kennedy; Jacksonville, FL) 


WWE WOMEN’S CHAMPION: VACANT 
(Most recently held by Trish Stratus) 


PRESENTS 


THE AWESOME 
WRESTLING MAGAZINES 


The largest, most colorful magazine specials we’ve ever 
published are now being offered at unbelievable savings! 
Order the four-issue SuperSet and receive a discount of 


>>WRESTLING ANNUAL (2000) 
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photos, and more of twisted Conlan! 180 pages. 
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Amazing photos! This year’s caricatures by Lash LeRoux! 
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A spectacular look back at the tumultuous year that was 2005. 164 
pages of insightful analysis, electrifying photos, and those amazing 
Lash LeRoux caricatures! 
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Hosted by Dan Murphy 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Ilustrated magazine has all the 
inside information you want and it's only a phone call away. 
if it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call the Pro Wrestling 
Mustrated Hotline now and you'll be the first to learn about... 


PLUS Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want to see in 
=m the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected letters 
will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
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call now! 
-300-226-4PWi 


This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 


*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


5913/08-06 


